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Would you like to receive a printed issue of The Vine?
Copies are available in the church office, at the Welcome Cart on Level 3 and in the back of the
Sanctuary. Those who are unable to pick a copy up at the church building may request that a
copy be mailed to their home by contacting the Communications Department at communications@
trinityumc.org or 303-839-1493 x25. Large print copies can be provided upon request.
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PASTOR’S GREETING
Get the house ready! Guests are on the way!
Dear Trinity Church Family,
Sharon and I were delighted to welcome 36 guests to our home last month for our final New Member
Fellowship. We have loved hosting these gatherings with our staff, hospitality team, and newest
Trinity family members the past twelve years. We even had two babies join us! By the way, our house
gets the cleanest when company comes!
This month we will welcome far more guests than any other time of the year. The Advent and
Christmas services attract new and annual guests. We want to do our best to extend hospitality to all
who come to the special events of the season.
Here are seven simple, significant things we can do to welcome all who are looking for a place to
share faith, family, and friendship:

1. Sign up to serve as a greeter. A smile and warm welcome to a newcomer in the parking
lot, at the door, or in Trinity Café is a lasting gift. Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you
welcomed.”
2. Speak to those around you in the sanctuary before and/or after the service. Be attentive to
those who may be new. We have first –time guests every Sunday.
3. Remember we have only one chance to make a good first impression.
4. Help our staff keep our church home safe, neat, and clean.
5. Invite others and spend time yourself in Trinity Café.
6. Extend an invitation to your Sunday School class, Bible study, music group, or other event at
the church.
7. All or welcome at Trinity. We are committed to Open Hearts, Open Doors, and Open Minds.

Thank you for practicing gracious hospitality to all who come our way in this special season and in the
new year 2018.
		

Yours in holy hospitality,

Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you...
– Romans 15:7 NRSV
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WORSHIP
Sunday Morning Worship
8:15 & 11am
Sanctuary

Sunday School
Children | 9:30 & 11:00am
Youth & Adults | 9:30am

THE TRINITY PULPIT
2017 Advent Series | All Earth is Waiting

2018 New Series | Questions People Ask

December 3
Creation Waiting in Hope
Romans 8:18-25
Advent I, Communion

January 7
What is My Purpose in Life?
Micah 6:1-8
Epiphany Sunday, Communion

December 10
Clearing the Way
Isaiah 40:3-4, Matthew 3:1-4
Advent II

January 14
How Can I Learn to Pray?
Luke 11:1-13

December 17
J.S. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
Chancel Choir and Orchestra
Advent III
December 24 | 11:00am
Peace on Earth
Isaiah 11:6-9
Advent IV
December 24 | 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
God Moves into the Neighborhood
Ephesians 2:8-10, John 1:1-14
				
December 31 | 11:00am
New Year’s Eve
Walking in Darkness
Isaiah 9:2 and 1 John 1:5-6

January 21
How Can I Make Sense of the Bible?
Psalm 119:97-107
January 28
What Difference Does Worship Make?
Psalm 96
February 4
What’s So Great about Trinity?
Genesis 28:10-22
February 11
How Can I Share My Faith?
Romans 15:14-21
February 14
Ash Wednesday Worship
6pm
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ADVENT
ADVENT BEGINS DECEMBER 3
Contributed by Dr. Michael Dent

The Christian New Year begins with the First Sunday of Advent on December 3. The sacrament of
Holy Communion will be served in the 8:15 and 11am services. Pastor Dent will begin a sermon series
entitled All Earth is Waiting. The first message will come from Romans 8:18-25 and is entitled “Creation
Waiting in Hope”.
Advent means “coming” and is the season of preparation for the arrival of the Christ child. The liturgical
season’s color is purple, which begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day. Advent hymns
include O Come, O Come, Emmanuel and Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus.
An Advent wreath will be displayed in the sanctuary. A candle on the wreath will be lighted each Sunday
prior to Christmas. The four candles traditionally symbolize Christ our Hope, the Way, our Joy and
Prince of Peace. The middle, or Christ Candle, will be lighted at the beginning of each Christmas Eve
service.

CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Contributed by Dr. Michael Dent

Trinity United Methodist Church will offer six opportunities for worship on December 18 and 24. With
many folks expected to leave town early, a Lessons & Carols Candlelight Service will be held Monday,
Dec. 18 at 6:00pm.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services will be held at 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00pm. The 3:00pm
service is for those who don’t drive after dark, who desire a less crowded service, or who have travel or
family plans in the evening. The 5:00pm Family Service will be particularly child-friendly. The Chancel
Choir will sing at the 7:00 and 9:00pm services. Holy Communion will be served at the 11:00pm service.
We look forward to welcoming many guests to these meaningful services. Attractive color postcards
with the Advent-Christmas worship schedule will be available at the church beginning December 3 for
you to pick up and share with friends, neighbors, co-workers, and relatives.

ADVENT
ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Contributed by Tom Owens & Cami Twilling

This Advent season, we have many opportunities to give an alternative Christmas gift. In Trinity Café in
the coming weeks you will find:
•

Guatemala Crafts - these items were purchased at fair prices from the artisans by myself and
others who were in Guatemala in 2016. 100% of the money raised from selling these crafts
each year goes directly back to Guatemala to help build a home for a family in need. The youth
will be building a house this summer.

•

You can make a donation to help send wheelchairs to Ghanta, Liberia and give the gift of
movement to someone who would otherwise be unable to get around.

•

You can give the gift of milk to the families who live in the rural village of Lemoa, Guatemala. Milk
helps provide much needed vitamins and minerals for the children there. This is a Christmas
gift the families look forward to each year and appreciate more than we can imagine.

•

You can purchase a gift for someone who lives at the Olin Hotel and join in the party on
December, 12.

Also, Zack Soroka, a member of the Trinity Youth group, is collecting items for hygiene kits to send to
UMCOR. These kits will aid in the efforts to help recent hurricane victims. Bring items listed below to the
Atrium and place them in baskets under the Christmas tree. Please bring new items only.

•

Hand towels (bath) - 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches

•

Washcloths

•

Toothbrushes (Adult size only, individually packaged)

•

Adhesive bandages - ¾ inch to 1 inch

•

Bar soap - at least 3 oz. (no Ivory or Jergens)

•

Combs - at least 6” long

•

Metal nail files

•

Nail clippers

•

Gallon size Ziplock bags
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CHURCH LIFE
APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY
Contributed by Dr. Donna Dempewolf

This fall and early winter we are using a process called “Appreciate Inquiry,” as we prepare for our next
Senior Pastor in the summer of 2018. Dr. Janet Forbes, retired clergy, is our coach and guide. Janet
writes, “Appreciative Inquiry can be a creative vehicle for envisioning the future as a congregation
participates in a pastoral transition. Appreciative Inquiry is based on the idea of discovering what works
and gives life to a community.”
During the months of November and December, we are interviewing people to discover their most lifegiving experiences at Trinity, along with their hopes for the future. Over 40 facilitators have been trained
by Dr. Forbes, representing a cross-section of Trinity. The interviews are taking place in small groups
of 2 to 4, and one-on-one. For example, some facilitators are interviewing their Sunday school classes
or youth groups. Additionally, we are offering open, drop-in times for group or one-on-one interviews.
The two remaining open times include:
1. Sunday, December 3, 12:30-1:30pm, Fellowship Hall
2. Wednesday, December 6, 5:30-6:30pm, Rooms 108-109
On January 21, we will come together with Dr. Forbes and our District Superintendent, Rev. Paul
Kottke, to discern the themes that emerge. This information will then be provided to Bishop Karen
Oliveto and her cabinet, as they and Trinity’s Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) discern a
pastoral appointment.
If you haven’t participated yet, we would like to hear your voice and story. If the above times don’t
work, please contact Susan Turman, SPRC Chair at susan_turman@msn.org or Donna Dempewolf at
ddempewolf@trinityumc.org and they will contact a facilitator to interview you.
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CHURCH LIFE
WELCOME NEW STAFF
Contributed by Dr. Donna Dempewolf

We are pleased to welcome two new staff members to Trinity United Methodist Church: Amanda Heeren,
Youth Ministries Assistant, and Gillian Ford, Director of Communications.
Amanda has a background in child development, and has experience leading
middle school youth and elementary school children. She is currently a student
at Iliff School of Theology, and a candidate for ministry in the Iowa Annual
Conference. Prior to relocating to Denver, she was the Christian Education
Director at Collegiate United Methodist Church in Ames, Iowa. She has an
undergraduate degree from Iowa State University in Adult, Child, and Family
Services and Environmental Studies. She played the trumpet in college, and is
currently on the Program Advisory Group for the National Office of the UMW as
a young adult representative.
Amanda shares that one of her favorite quotes is from Frederick Buechner: “The place God calls you is
the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” She adds, “I’m glad that this
intersection is here right now.”
Gillian has expertise in graphics, web design, and photography, along with
social media management. She has an undergraduate degree from Mercer
University in Social Entrepreneurship, with concentrations in Digital Media &
Photography and Business Marketing. Before relocating to Denver, she worked
in communications and graphic design at a church in the Orlando, Florida area.
She sang in the Mercer University Women’s Choir during college, and is an avid
reader. In her down time, she enjoys exploring theology, painting and playing
with her black lab in the great outdoors.
Gillian shares that she recently finished reading Elizabeth Gilbert’s book, Big Magic. She says, “The
book is a fantastic read for anyone, but particularly for those who work in creative roles, or have
ever endeavored onto a creative path. I think the ideas in this quote from Big Magic are profound for
everyone on a creative journey: ‘A creative life is an amplified life. It’s a bigger life, a happier life, an
expanded life, and a hell of a lot more interesting life. Living in this manner—continually and stubbornly
bringing forth the jewels that are hidden within you—is a fine art, in and of itself... So this, I believe, is
the central question upon which all creative living hinges: Do you have the courage to bring forth the
treasures that are hidden within you?’”
Please join me in welcoming Amanda and Gillian as they begin at Trinity, and in thanking Emma
Mueller and Erin Acheson for their exceptional service as Youth Ministries Assistant and Director of
Communications, respectively.
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CHURCH LIFE
2018 TRINITY COUNCIL
Contributed by Dr. Donna Dempewolf

Congratulations to our 2018 Trinity Council members who were nominated and elected this past
November. We appreciate your willingness to use your gifts of talent and time as spirit-filled leaders
this coming year.
Diana Huerta
Chair

Steve Stremsterfer
Youth Ministry

Jason Kennedy
Vice Chair

Wesley Jones
Adult Education

Juli Van Hooser
Secretary

Sara Cassidy
Missions & Outreach

Brian Lee
Lay Leader

John Altland and Midge Neel
Evangelism

Michele Ferguson
SPRC

Rob Groll and Jonathan Patton
Fellowship

Tim Mueller
Board of Trustees

Peggy Steen
Congregational Care

Erick Scheminske
Finance

Dale Pelletier
Communications

Sharon Mirabella
Worship

Nita DiPierro
UMW Representative

Open
Music & Arts

Bob Culwell, Susan Long,
Gary Curtis, & Michele Ferguson
Lay Members to Annual Conference

Amy and Brian Miller
Children’s Ministry

A special thank you to our outgoing leaders for their faithful service: Dan Hopmann (Chair), Susan
Turman (SPRC), Kathy Dunnewald (Music and Arts), Evangelism (Diane Hopmann), Lynne Toedtli
(Youth Ministries), Alaine Krueger (Worship), Jim Utzinger (Communications), Aubrey and John
Monckton (Children’s Ministry), and John Altland (Lay Member to Annual Conference).
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CHURCH LIFE
MEET LYNN WILLCOCKSON, TRUSTEE
Contributed by David Sanger

Lynn Willcockson, a member of the Trinity Board of Trustees and the immediate
past Chairman of the Trustees, grew up in Des Moines, Iowa and graduated
from Drake University. He moved to Denver in 1960 and joined Trinity at that
time. He met Liz at Trinity and they were married in 1962. Their daughter and
son, Barb and Brett, are the Denver Police officers who usually work security
for Trinity on Sunday mornings. Lynn recently retired from a long career in the
insurance industry where he worked with individuals and companies in personal
and business Insurance.
He is a longtime member of the Trinity Transitionals Sunday morning class and was one of the founders
of the class. Over the years Lynn has served on other committees of the church including --- the Staff
Parish committee and the Administrative Board (now Trinity Council). One of his favorite activities with
Trinity is giving history tours after the second service and for other special occasions. He can take you
on a ”Star Trek tour ....going where few have gone before.” The tour is known to the rest of us as “Nooks
and Crannies.” A lifelong interest of Lynn’s has been learning about birds...yes, a long time birdwatcher.
He and Liz are both interested in gardening and have often helped with the upkeep of the flowers and
shrubs on the Trinity grounds.

NEW MEMBERS

Bonnie & Dennis

Carrie & David

Kimberly & Hunter

Kayla, Mark &
Theo

Charles

Alice & Gary

Emily, Nick &
Charlotte
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CHURCH LIFE
TRINITY ACADEMY HOSTS RABBI BRIAN FIELD
Contributed by Jan Shellhammer

Back by popular demand, Rabbi Brian Field will address our class for three Sundays, beginning
December 3, to help us deepen our understanding of Jewish-Christian relations. Rabbi Field is the
leader of Judaism Your Way, a creative and evolving outreach organization that serves all Jews and
their loved ones, including those who are intermarried, atheist, or who haven’t found a good fit in
synagogue life. The themes for Rabbi Field’s discussions are: (1) Who were we and who are we to each
other, (2) Jesus through Jewish eyes and (3) current challenges and opportunities between Christians
and Jews.
A new speaker helps us kick off the second half of our season. Dr. Michele Watkins, an assistant
professor at the Iliff School of Theology, will be with us January 7 and January 14. She will lead us
on a journey through Wesleyan theology, as upheld by the United Methodist Church. Dr. Watkins is a
provisional elder in the Northern Illinois Conference of the church, and an expert in historical theology,
early Methodist studies and womanist theology.
You are cordially invited to attend Rabbi Field’s and Dr. Watkins’ presentations and to consider joining
us for all of our January through May programs.
Trinity Academy is a tuition-based adult forum that meets Sundays from 9:30 to 10:30am in Rooms
107-108, just off the Atrium. A contribution of $60 per person, per year helps cover the stipends for
our speakers. The amount can be pro-rated for December through May. Our speakers are acclaimed
scholars, professors and authors from Iliff, the University of Denver and similar sources. They are
experts on world religions, spirituality, the Bible and current theological issues.

Upcoming Trinity Academy Speakers
December 3 - 17
January 7 - 14

Rabbi Brian Field, Jewish-Christian Relations
Dr. Michele Watkins, John Wesley and Early Church Fathers

January 21 - 28

Dr. Pamela Eisenbaum, The Question of Biblical Authority

February 4 - 18

Dr. Albert Hernandez, Spiritual Wisdom of the Renaissance

February 25 & March 4
March 11 - 15
April 8 - 15
April 22 - 29 & May 6 - 13

Dr. Ginni Ishimatsu, Key Concepts of Hinduism
Dr. Timothy Beal, Revelation: A Biography
Dr. Ted Vial, Modern Religion, Modern Race
Rev. Dr. Eric C. Smith, The Catacombs of Rome

Contact Mary Jackson with questions at (303) 770-6247 or maryjack@aol.com.
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CHURCH LIFE
CHURCH SAFETY
Contributed by David Sanger

We’ve all been stunned by the shootings of parishioners in Sutherland Springs, Texas, and it’s made us
more cognizant of own congregation’s safety. Trinity leaders continue to improve our safety procedures.
Our District Superintendent, Paul J. Kottke, reminds us to take some common sense precautions,
“Please keep in mind that an over-reaction is just as bad as no reacting at all. Let us do some common
sense precautions. But let us also not be so driven by fear that we cease to be a place of worship.”
The Aurora Police Department has put together some thoughtful, common sense suggestions for
churches as we plan for the safety of our congregation. They suggest:
1. Have trained persons posted to observe people leaving their cars and entering the church
2. Train ushers, greeters and other volunteers to recognize and report suspicious activity
3. Develop a plan to address natural and man-made disasters
4. Have staff and volunteers pay close attention when opening and closing the building
5. Maintain grounds to reduce hiding places
6. Report suspicious activities to the police
Be assured that an utmost concern of the Trustees and staff of the Church is your safety, and the
safety of all those who visit Trinity. Leaders are already implementing many of the suggestions from the
police department and other experts. We already have uniformed officers on duty for security during
most activities at Trinity. Additionally, our building operations staff members are trained to be observant
of unusual things and reporting them. Safety and evacuation plans are currently in place and being
reviewed. Trinity staff and volunteers continue to participate in security training and seminars.
We are dedicated to providing a safe environment in which we can work toward our mission of offering
to all “a welcoming and transforming experience: the love of Jesus Christ.”
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MUSIC & ARTS
A GIFT OF GRATITUDE FOR JUDITH MITCHELL
Contributed by Caroline Lee

It was a choir rehearsal like any other rehearsal on Wednesday, November 1, except that there were
a few extra people gathered at the back of the Fellowship Hall. As Judith got the evening underway,
the choir and a small group of onlookers were buzzing with anticipation and excitement for what was
about to happen…everyone but Judith, who was the only one in the room unaware of the big surprise
we were finally ready to reveal! After almost a year of planning, scheming, and dreaming, the Trinity
Music & Arts community presented Judith with a gift lovingly given in honor of her twenty years of
service and mission at Trinity: an original musical composition arranged by the composer John Leavitt,
Judith’s longtime friend and colleague. The piece is entitled, Will There Really Be a Morning? The text
is a poem by Emily Dickinson, one of Judith’s favorite poets, and the composition bears a dedication to
Judith and her many years of service.
The seeds for this idea were planted last fall, when Dr. Leavitt was in Denver as the guest clinician for
the Chancel Choir’s 2016 retreat. A few side conversations with Dr. Leavitt about what it might look
like to commission a piece of music turned into a series of surreptitious choir board meetings, and then
we brought the idea to all of the groups in Trinity’s Music & Arts community. Before we knew it, we had
plans in place to not only commission music by Dr. Leavitt, but also to bring him to Denver (in March
2018) to premiere the music in worship! Finally, on November 1, we were ready to share this incredible
gift of love and beauty with our beloved director.
Over the past year, it has been such a joy to work with Dr. Leavitt on this very special gift. We have
been richly blessed by the overwhelming outpouring of love and support from the entire Music & Arts
community. Without a doubt, the most rewarding part of the experience was giving the gift to Judith,
who was – to say the least – completely surprised, humbled, awed, and profoundly grateful. Just
another ordinary Wednesday night choir rehearsal. Soli Deo Gloria!

Judith,
thank you
for 20 years
of service!
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MUSIC & ARTS
J.S. BACH’S CHRISTMAS ORATORIO
Contributed by Judith Mitchell

The Christmas Oratorio was composed by Johann Sebastian Bach in 1734, about five years after
the Matthew Passion, when the composer was 49 years old. The six parts of the work were originally
intended for performance on the first, second, and third days of the Festival of Christmas, on New
Year’s Day and the Sunday following, and on the Festival of Epiphany. Imagine singing in that choir…
Wow!
Our Chancel Choir, with soloists and orchestra, will be performing portions of the Oratorio within the 8:15
and 11am worship services on December 17, as it would have been done in 1734. The congregation
will be invited to sing chorales with the choir, as they would have done in the great churches of the day.
The energetic opening, with the encouragement to be joyful, comes as a balm for our frenzy during
this dark time of year. “Christians, be joyful…cease to be fearful, forget lamentation and greet this glad
morn.” The ending chorale, “Beside Thy cradle here I stand,” offers us a stance in reverence, as we
sing “…accept me; ‘tis my mind and heart, my soul, my strength, my every part, that Thou from me
requirest.”
Leonard Bernstein writes in The Joy of Music: “This is the spine of Bach’s work: simple faith. Otherwise,
how could he have ever turned out all that glorious stuff to order, meeting deadlines, and carrying on
so many simultaneous activities? He played the organ, directed the choir, taught school, instructed his
army of (20) children, attended board meetings, kept his eye out for better-paying jobs. Bach was a
man, after, all, not a god; but he was a man of God, and his godliness informs his music from first to
last.”
Join the Chancel Choir on December 17 in this joyful celebration, and enhance your experience by
attending the accompanying lecture on the Christmas Oratorio to be presented by Dr. Trudi Wright at
9:30am in the Sanctuary. Come and bring family and friends for this beautiful expression of God’s love
for us and through us at this sacred season.

DECEMBER 17
8:15 & 11AM WORSHIP
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MUSIC & ARTS
DEC 24TH: A FULL DAY OF WORSHIP & MUSIC
Contributed by Kathy Ives

In a rare occurrence, Sunday, December 24 will be the date to celebrate both the Fourth Sunday of
Advent and Christmas Eve. There will be SIX worship services that day, all filled with glorious music to
bring us into a sacred space of awe, wonder, reverence and celebration.
At 11am, the Chancel Chamber Choir will serve as worship music leaders, performing The Virgin Mary
Had a Baby Boy by John Leavitt and two chorales from Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, How Shall I Fitly
Meet Thee and Beside Thy Cradle Here I Stand.
Our Christmas Eve services will feature a variety of choirs, soloists and ensembles. A soloist will sing
for our earliest Christmas Eve service at 3pm. The 5pm Family Service will feature the Joyful Voices
and Joyful Voices, Jr. children’s choirs, Children’s Chimes, and soloists and an ensemble from the
Youth Choir. As is our tradition, we will hear the Chancel Choir during the 7 & 9pm services. Choir
selections will include A Festival of Carols by Douglas Wagner, Silent Night for All the World by Pepper
Choplin and John Rutter’s Angel’s Carol. During our final Christmas Eve service at 11pm, a communion
service, we will hear from a men’s quartet.
Whichever service(s) you choose to attend will include joyful, beautiful music as we hear once again the
mystery of the nativity story and await the coming of the Prince of Peace. We are extraordinarily grateful
for the commitment of our wonderful Music & Arts Ministry members who will give their musical gifts in
love and service on this special day.

ADVENT ORGAN RECITAL SERIES
Contributed by Kathy Ives

Step inside Trinity’s Sanctuary for a special holiday treat, and experience music of the season performed
on Trinity’s magnificent Roosevelt organ by organists from around the region.
These concerts are a welcome gift of music and time for reflection in the midst of the hurried Christmas
season. The concerts are Tuesdays during Advent from 12:15-12:45pm. A free-will offering will be
accepted for Trinity’s Music & Arts Ministry.
Organ Recital Series
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•

December 5: Dr. Joyce Shupe Kull, Organist, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Boulder

•

December 12: Dr. Joel Bacon, Associate Professor of Organ, Colorado State University,
Fort Collins

•

December 19: Norman Sutphin, Organist, Trinity United Methodist Church, Denver

MUSIC & ARTS
LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT?
Contributed by Sharon Mirabella

Did you know that Trinity’s Music and Arts Ministry has produced a number
of beautiful CD recordings? A complete listing may be found on Trinity’s
web page, with samples available for listening. These CDs are available
for sale in Trinity Café on the third Sunday of most months. They are very
reasonably priced at $10 each, or two for $15. Sales of the CDs are a
fundraiser for Trinity’s Chancel Choir.
One CD in particular may be of special interest at this time of the year Silent Night: Christmas Eve at Trinity. Included are many favorites, such
as This Child, This King; Silent Night; O Little Town of Bethlehem; He Is
Born; O Magnum Mysterium; Candlelight Carol; Festival of Carols; And the Glory of the Lord; and much
more. Why not pick one up for a gift and another for yourself? Perfect to enjoy as you prepare for the
upcoming holiday season!

PERSONAL RENEWAL THROUGH THE ARTS
Contributed by Judith Mitchell

January is a traditional time of self-reflection and a shift in focus to those things we value most. This
often includes a desire to develop ourselves personally and commit ourselves to that which gives us joy
and a fresh spirit. Being open to our creativity and developing our creative talents is a powerful way to
renew ourselves and feel more connected to our faith and to God.
We are blessed at Trinity to have so many opportunities to do just that through our vibrant Music & Arts
Ministry. There are programs available for all interests and ages. We invite you to peruse the list of
ministries below and see what piques your interest and then contact Judith Mitchell at 303-839-1493 or
jmitchell@trinityumc for more information. We would love to have you join our community!

ADULTS
Trinity Ringers
Chancel Choir
Men’s Choir
Women’s Choir
Chancel Chamber Choir
Brass Ensemble
Flute Choir

YOUTH
(6 -12th grades)
Youth Bells
Youth Choir
Flute Choir
Brass Ensemble
th

CHILDREN
Children’s Chimes (ages 4-6)
Genesis Ringers (2nd-5th grades)
Joyful Voices, Jr. (age 4 - 1st/2nd grades)
Joyful Voices (2nd/3rd - 5th grades)
Early Childhood Music Ministry
offering classes for infants - age 9
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
ENJOY THE ADVENT SEASON
Contributed by Allison Watkins

The Christmas season is one of the busiest time of the year. Each year people strive to create magical
experiences for their family and friends; decorating, mailing cards, attending school and church
performances, enjoying Christmas light displays and singing beautiful music.
Amongst all this hustle and bustle we also celebrate Advent - a season of hopeful expectation, reflection
and preparation. Advent invites us to prepare our hearts as we await to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
I pray for parents who are in the midst of the happy chaos celebrating this season that when the day
is done and you have kissed your children goodnight that you have a few moments of silence, take a
deep breath, and reflect on all the love that is shared this time of year.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

CHILDCARE & SUNDAY SCHOOL REMINDERS
Child care is provided for the following Christmas Eve Services:
Lessons & Carols Candlelight Service | December 18, 6:00pm
Christmas Eve Services | December 24th, 3:00, 5:00 & 7:00pm (Nursery is open 2:45-8:15pm)
Only one Sunday morning worship service is scheduled for December 24 and December 31 at 11:00am.
Child care and Sunday school classes will not be in session. Thank you for allowing our Child Care staff
and Sunday school teachers to enjoy a day off with their families and attend worship together.
Please contact Allison Watkins; Director of Children’s Ministry if you have any questions regarding the
above events or other programs for children at awatkins@trinityumc.org or 303-839-1493x22.

Birthday for Jesus
December 10
12:15-2:00pm
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YOUTH MINISTRY
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
This is an awesome place just for you to come explore your faith, ask questions, be yourself and grow
on your spiritual journey. All are welcome! There will be no Sunday School on December 24 or 31. See
you in 2018!

Senior High Youth
9:30 - 10:30am
Room 116

Middle High Youth
9:30 - 10:30am
Room 117

YOUTH GROUP
Middle High Hang Time | January 14 & 28
We meet from 12:15-1:45pm in the Youth Room. We play great games, dig deeper into our faith and
encourage one another, and have awesome group building time. Pizza lunch is provided. Our next
Hang Time gatherings are January 14 and 28.

Senior High Sunday Nights | January 14 & 28
We meet from 4:30-6:30pm in different youth’s homes for group building, deepening our spiritual journey,
real discussions and dinner together. Everyone is welcome! We will meet next on January 14 and 28.

All Youth Christmas Party | Sunday, December 10, 4:30-7pm
Please bring a donation for UMCOR, a fun/funny/steal worthy gift wrapped for the gift exchange no
more than $10 in cost, wear your funniest Christmas sweater/outfit. We will play games, have a white
elephant gift exchange, a Christmas devotion, dinner and tons of fun! Watch for your invitation and
directions coming to a mailbox near you!

Guatemala Crafts Sale
December 3 & 10
9am-12:30pm
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YOUTH MINISTRY
THANK YOU, EMMA!
Contributed by Cami Twilling

It is with both happy and sad hearts we
have said farewell to Emma Mueller who
just finished her tenth summer as the
Youth Ministries Assistant. Emma has
taken a full time job as the School Aged
Care Site Supervisor at Meadowlark
PK-8 in Erie, CO. She will no longer be
working with the youth in a formal role,
but will continue to volunteer helping
to lead senior high Sunday school and
youth group.
While we will of course all miss her
beyond measure, we are also excited for
the new adventures before her. Emma
began working with the youth as the
Summer Assistant in 2008 and then as
the Youth Ministries Assistant year round
in 2011. Emma has spent countless
hours with our youth listening to them,
laughing with them, praying with them
and walking through some of the most
important years of their lives with them.
She has been on mission trips across
the US and in Guatemala with the youth
to paint houses, work in soup kitchens,
build cinder block homes, lead children’s
programs and so much more.

We are beyond grateful for the gifts Emma has shared with us.
She has truly been a blessing to the youth and people
of all ages here at Trinity! Thank you, Emma. We love you.
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CARE MINISTRY
OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Contributed by Lee Anderson-Harris

We remember those in our church family who lost loved ones:
Julie Johnson in the death of her father
Richard on October 2

Carolyn & Dick Johnson in the death of
Carolyn’s sister Helen on October 4

Rebecca Opalinksi and family in the death of
her father Wilbur on October 31

FAMILY SERVING OVERSEAS
Contributed by Lee Anderson-Harris

We keep in our prayers these brave men and women serving overseas in the armed forces, and their
families:
2nd Lt. Sean Navin, US Army, son of Lindy &
Larry Navin and brother of Genevieve RohretNavin
PFC Kyle McEvoy, US Army, grandson of Jan
Clotfelter
Maj. Sonny Louie, US National Guard, cousin
of Brian Lee
Andy Huber, US Air Force, nephew of Julie
Gladney
Josh Hessek, US Army, grandson-in-law of
Nancy & Arlen McFaddin

Adam Sack, US Navy, grandson of Mark &
Kay Atwood
Major Bradley Matthew May, US Army, son of
Tom and Carolyn May
Petty Officer 2nd Class Wes Cody, U.S. Navy,
son-in-law of Clark & Ann Rheem
Lt. Daniel Ford, US Navy, son of Michael and
Joanne Ford
Captain Tristan Felchlin, grandson of Joan &
Jack Leimkuhler

Please update your church family on your loved ones! Have any of those listed returned home? How
are you and your family faring?
If you would like to have a family member placed on our prayer chain and listed in the monthly Vision,
or if you have any updates on these loved ones listed here, please contact Lee Anderson at (303) 8391493 x 11 or landerson@trinityumc.org.
20

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW NEWS
Contributed by Lois Cochran

The Trinity UMW sponsored Pumpkin Painting Party was a great success with about 2 dozen attendees
decorating a pumpkin for themselves and another to give away. Some were delivered to home-bound
Trinity members and the rest were given to the Florence Crittenton School along with donated baby
items.
Lois Cochran attended the Rocky Mountain Conference UMW annual meeting on October 19-21 in
Sandy, UT. On Friday, she was part of an Ubuntu group who volunteered at UMCOR West. She took
the 84 school bags made by UMW members and friends and $564 that had been donated to give to
UMCOR. Two other Ubuntu groups worked at the Cross Roads thrift store and sewed items for “Days
for Girls”. The theme for the meeting was “You can hear us now – Connecting for God’s Ministries”. The
keynote speaker was Alana Walls, Coordinator of Distance Learning UMW. Her talks and some other
parts of the meeting were live-streamed for the benefit of UMW members who didn’t attend. Opening
worship was led by two deaconesses, Liwliwa Robledo and Robin Ridenour and the closing worship
was led by Bishop Karen Oliveto. Next year the Metropolitan District will host the RMC-UMW annual
meeting October 18-20, 2018 at Scott UMC.
At the November Trinity UMW annual meeting the 2018 budget was approved, leadership team was
installed, Joanne Nelson led the memorial for Norma Wright and Aleta Phelps (Aneta McKay’s twin
sister) and Lois Cochran led a program, “World Thank Offering: The Sacred Space of Sharing Food”.
Nan Chizmar installed the Leadership Team for 2018. The team members are: Vivian Barfoot, Beth
Campbell (Treasurer), Lois Cochran (Communications), Nan Chizmar, Nita DiPierro, Peggy Steen,
Sandy Sunseri and Virginia Whiteside. The next Leadership Team meeting is January 3, 2018 at 5:15 6:45pm to plan activities for the year. Any member is invited to attend and give input.

RMC-UMW Ubuntu group checks birthing kits before packing them for shipping
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW: UPCOMING EVENTS
Contributed by Lois Cochran

Annual Combined Circle Christmas Party | December 11, 6:15-8:30pm, Fellowship Hall
The Christmas Party is hosted by the Deborah Circle. A speaker from the Delores Project, a safe shelter
for women and transgender individuals, will present the program and a free will offering will be taken for
the Delores Project. Expect to munch on Christmas goodies and enjoy a “white elephant” gift exchange.
Metropolitan District UMW’s Leadership Development & UMW 101 | January 27, 8:30-noon
Grace UMC, 4905 E. Yale Ave., Denver
All women are invited to Metropolitan District UMW’s Leadership Development and UMW 101 (Managing
for Mission), featuring Rev. Liza Stoltz Hanson, Peniel Service Leaders*/Foundation Campus Ministry,
University Park UMC. Donations requested: Jars of Creamy Peanut Butter and Jars of Jelly for the
homeless and/or cash or check for UMCOR (Checks made out to Metro UMW with UMCOR on memo).
*Definition: Peniel is “Face of God” see Gen. 32:30

Pictured:
Pumpkin Painting
Party attendees enjoy
fellowshipping with
one another. (left, top
and bottom)
Bishop Karen Oliveto
and Elli Young,
president of RMCUMW. (right, top)
Alana Walls,
coordinator of
Distance Learning
UMW, speaker at
RMC-UMW annual
meeting. (right,
bottom)
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
CALENDAR
December 8 | 2-4pm

December 10 | 8:30-12:30pm

December 11 | 6:15-8:30pm

December 12 | 10am

January 3 | 5:15-6:45pm
January 10 | 10am

Bake Sale
Fellowship Hall
featuring Christmas cookies and candy
Combined Circle Christmas Party
Fellowship Hall
hosted by Deborah Circle
Book Circle
Sylvia Wedmore’s Residence
bring reports of 3 books to share
Leadership Team Meeting
Book Circle
Tattered Cover
2526 E. Colfax Ave., Denver

January 10 | 12:30pm

Deborah Circle
Perkins Restaurant
1995 S. Colorado Blvd., Denver at Buchtel Blvd.
Contact Joanne Nelson, (303) 471-4817

January 14 | 12:15pm

Miriam Circle
Room 128

January 27 | 8:30-noon
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Reading Program Book Group
Lois Cochran’s Residence
680 South Canosa Ct., Denver, 80219
(303) 934-8838

Metropolitan District UMW Event
Grace UMC
4905 E. Yale Ave., Denver

CONTEMPLATIVE CORNER
IONA PILGRIMAGE: AN INVITATION TO LISTEN
Contributed by Joy Harvey

A Pilgrimage is defined as, “A journey, especially a long one, made to some sacred place as an act of
religious devotion.” Anyone that has made the trip to Iona, Scotland can testify that it is a long journey
from Colorado, but worth the effort to finally reach a sacred place where religious devotion has been
the focal point since the sixth century.
On September 16, 2017, John Philip Newell asked those of us gathered on Iona to attend a week-long
Pilgrimage to:
•

Listen deep within Ourselves

•

Listen deep within Others

•

Listen deep within the Body of the Earth

He explained that by listening for the beat of the Sacred Presence, as John the Beloved did by leaning
against Jesus at the Last Supper, we listen to the Heartbeat of God which holds the key to transformation
in our world. What a beautiful way to begin our Pilgrimage.
John Philip then asked each of us to introduce ourselves and in addition to saying where is home, to
describe our passion and what is our hope for the retreat. The following are just a few of the examples
that 41 pilgrims shared:
•

Home was such places as Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Missouri, New Mexico Texas,
California, Colorado, North Carolina, England, and Canada

•

Passions included helping others, gardening, art, family, animals, writing for children, giving
back to the community and the church, music, and contemplation

•

Hopes included discovering a closer awareness, practicing Presence, learning techniques to
be still, finding the Divine Presence, developing mindfulness, realizing new meaningfulness,
renewing hopefulness, and working through grief

Throughout the rest of the week, John Philip led us in Centering Prayer in the Michael Chapel in
the mornings and in chants in the Oran Chapel every evening, he taught us about history of Celtic
Spirituality and hopes for the future, guided us on walks throughout the island where we could honor
the Cathedrals of the Earth, Sea, and Sky, blessed us and anointed us with Frankincense and oil and
taught us one of the most beautiful chants that united us into One Strong Body.
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CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY
CONTEMPLATIVE CLASSES
Contributed by Cami Twilling

You will find a quiet space where you can deepen your contemplative practice or learn for the first time
what contemplative spirituality is, and the impact it can have on your life. We will practice Centering
Prayer well as other prayer practices which invite us into a deeper place of listening for the ways in
which God speaks within us. We will explore the labyrinth and reflect on the teaching of the ancient
mystics and present day mystics. Please come as you are. All are welcome.

Sundays | 9:30-10:30am | Bride’s Room (Level 1)
Each class begins with time to settle in as peaceful music plays followed by meditative chants, the
reading of scripture, a reflective reading and time of lectio divina. A wonderful way to begin your week.
All are welcome in this quiet space. There will be no class Sunday, December 24 or 31.

Wednesdays | 7-8:30pm | Stiles Chapel (Level 3)
You will find a quiet space where you can deepen your contemplative practice or learn for the first time
what contemplative spirituality is, and the impact it can have on your life. We practice Centering Prayer
well as other prayer practices such as Lectio Divina, explore mandalas, reflect on the teaching of the
ancient mystics and present day mystics. In December we will focus on Advent and the practice of
‘Waiting’. In January our theme will be ‘Beginnings’ as we look toward the new year. Please come as
you are. All are welcome.
Please contact Cami Twilling if you have any questions: (303) 839-1493x32 or ctwilling@trinityumc.org

SCC BOOK STUDY & DISCUSSION
Contributed by Cami Twilling

Join the School for Celtic Consciousness (SCC) for the monthly book study and discussion. The group
meets on the second Sunday of every month from 6:30-8:30pm at Capital Tea, 1450 S. Broadway,
Denver. Upcoming dates are as follows:
•

December 10 - Rebirthing of God by John Philip Newell

•

January 14, 2018 - The Book of Creation by John Philip Newell

Additionally, John Philip Newell’s book, The Heartbeat of God, will provide necessary background for
the annual SCC Retreat in April (further retreat details on page 29). Whether or not you plan to attend
the spring retreat, please join us for this drop-in study on the Second Sunday of each month. Questions?
Contact: Angela Taylor at angie615@gmail.com.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
ADVENT FESTIVAL & HANGING OF THE GREENS
Saturday, December 2 | 9am-12pm | Fellowship Hall & Trinity Grounds
All are invited for a special time of fellowship and decorating our church home for Christmas! We’ll
share food together, sing Christmas carols, set up trees, hang the greens outside the building and make
crafts.

PUPPET SHOW & NATIVITY STORY
Sunday, December 3 | 9:30am | Children’s Ministry
Brenda Lausman will be presenting a puppet show and sharing the nativity story. All children will help
set the scene as they place the nativity figures in the Christmas display.

GUATEMALA CRAFTS SALE
Sunday, December 3 & 10 | 9am-12:30pm | Trinity Cafe
The youth will be selling beautiful Guatemala crafts during Advent. The crafts were purchased at a
fair price from the artisans, and all funds raised will help the youth build a home for a family in need in
Guatemala in June 2018. These items make great Christmas gifts which make a difference in the lives
of the people of Guatemala!

ADVENT ORGAN RECITALS
Tuesdays, December 5, 12 & 19 | 12:15-12:45pm | Sanctuary
Enjoy an Advent Organ Recital on our historic Roosevelt pipe organ throughout the month of December.
•
•
•

December 5 - Dr. Joyce Shupe Kull
December 12 - Dr. Joel Bacon
December 19 - Norman Sutphin

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Wednesday, December 6 | 6-6:45pm | Stiles Chapel
Blue Christmas is a quiet and reflective service that acknowledges the difficulties that many experience
during this time of year. Join us for sharing, prayer, scripture and music. All are welcome.

26

UPCOMING EVENTS
BIRTHDAY FOR JESUS
Sunday, December 10 | 12:15-2:00pm | Fellowship Hall
Enjoy a spaghetti lunch and enjoy “A Christmas Pageant” presented by the children. We will have
lunch, caroling and fellowship with our church family. Please bring a canned good for a donation to
MetroCaring. Any proceeds from a freewill offering will benefit Children’s Ministry.

OLIN HOTEL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Tuesday, December 12 | 6-8pm | Olin Hotel, 1420 Logan Street, Denver
Make Christmas merry and bright for the Olin Hotel residents! Trinity’s longstanding Christmas party
tradition continues once again, and members are invited to join the party.

CHANCEL CHOIR: BACH’S CHRISTMAS ORATORIO
Sunday, December 17 | 8:15 & 11am | Sanctuary
Portions of J.S. Bach’s magnificent Christmas Oratorio will be performed by the Chancel Choir, soloists
and orchestra during both worship services. Dr. Trudi Wright will present a lecture on the work at
9:30am in the Sanctuary.

BURRITO BREAKFAST
Sunday, December 17 & January 21 | 9am-12:30pm | Trinity Cafe
The youth serve their famous burritos the 3rd Sunday of each month in Trinity Café to help raise funds
for the 2018 summer mission trips here in Denver, to La Puente in Alamosa, CO and to Guatemala.
Have breakfast with your Trinity friends and help make youth missions possible. Thank you for your
support!

CHRISTMAS LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE
Monday, December 18 | 6pm | Sanctuary
A candlelight Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols service will be held early for those who are out of town
on Christmas Eve or who would just like to experience the glorious Christmas Eve service more than
once. All are welcome!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 24 | 11am | Sanctuary
We will celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent with family-friendly worship at 11 a.m. There will be no
8:15 a.m. worship service, nursery or Sunday School this morning.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Sunday, December 24 | 3, 5, 7, 9 & 11pm | Sanctuary
Trinity will hold five candlelight Christmas Eve services:
•

3 p.m.—A less crowded service for those who work downtown or have travel/family plans in
the evening.

•

5 p.m. Family Service—Children and youth lead this service with music, scripture, candle
lighting and carols.

•

7 p.m. and 9 p.m. with Trinity’s Chancel Choir—A traditional service featuring our wonderful
Chancel Choir.

•

11 p.m.—A traditional service with Holy Communion.

Each service will feature the warm glow of candles as the congregation sings Silent Night. We welcome
you to join us in worship on this very special day.
Trinity’s Fellowship Committee will be serving coffee, hot chocolate and cookies in Fellowship Hall
between services.

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
Sunday, January 7 | 8:15, 9:30 & 11am | Sanctuary & Children’s Area
Experience the mystery and wonder of three Wisemen as they travel through worship and Sunday
School. Children’s Sunday School classes will have an opportunity to meet and visit with the Wisemen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SCC: QUARTERLY GATHERING
Sunday, January 7 | 7-9pm | Belong Church, 1615 Ogden St., Denver
•

Are you drawn to Celtic spirituality and practice?

•

Do you resonate with the writing and teaching of John Philip Newell?

•

Have you been a part of John Philip’s School for Celtic Consciousness (SCC) or participated
with John Philip in a retreat or pilgrimage?

•

Have you just been introduced to the writings and teachings of John Philip Newell?

You are invited to participate in Colorado’s SCC gathering to nurture your spiritual practice in community.
Join us for an evening of chants, prayers, and reflecting together followed by a shared time of conversation
and refreshments. This evening gathering will be led by Cami Twilling as well as the other members of
the Colorado School for Celtic Consciousness (SCC) team.

PRIMETIMERS VISIT THE STOCK SHOW
Saturday, January 20 | 1pm | Draught Horse Show, National Western Complex
Trinity Primetimers, those in retirement or thinking about retirement, are invited to attend the National
Western Stock Show Draught Horse Show and “Behind the Scenes” Tour. The tour will involve two
hours of walking and standing, and several stairs. Full mobility is necessary. Much of the tour will be
outside, so dress accordingly! Cost is $19, which includes entrance to the grounds and parking in the
northwest lot. RSVP with Carolyn and Gary Bus at (303) 564-3607.

SCHOOL OF CELTIC CONSCIOUSNESS RETREAT
Friday, April 13 - Sunday, April 15 | Shambala Mountain Center | Red Feather, CO
Join us for an experiential time of learning, prayer, & chant rooted in the Celtic vision with acclaimed
Scottish teacher, Rev. Dr. John Philip Newell. This is the third annual gathering of the Colorado School
of Celtic Consciousness (SCC), to nurture a community of shared vision and spiritual practice for
transformation in our lives and world. Teachings will focus on the central themes of Celtic Spirituality, the
sacredness of the earth and the human soul, and practices will concentrate on sustainable contemplative
disciplines for individual wellbeing and collective healing.
Space is limited so register soon! You can register online at:
heartbeatjourney.org/events/school-of-celtic-consciousness-colorado-usa/
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CONTACT
Church Office Hours
Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Trinity United Methodist Church
1820 Broadway, Denver, CO 80202
Phone: 303-839-1493 | Fax: 303-839-1901

info@trinityumc.org

@TrinityDenver

/TrinityChurchDenver

TRINITY STAFF
Dr. Michael D. Dent
Senior Pastor
mdent@trinityumc.org

Julie Gladney
Office Administrator
jgladney@trinityumc.org

Dr. Donna Dempewolf
Executive Pastor
ddempewolf@trinityumc.org

Sharon Scheminske
Wedding Director
sscheminske@trinityumc.org

Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris
Minister of Care
landerson@trinityumc.org

Kathy Ives
Music Assistant
massistants@trinityumc.org

Tom Owens
Pastor of Discipleship & Outreach
towens@trinityumc.org

Lou Semin
Music Assistant
massistants@trinityumc.org

Judith Mitchell
Director of Music and Arts
jmitchell@trinityumc.org

Cami Twilling
Director of Youth Ministries and
Contemplative Spirituality
ctwilling@trinityumc.org

Allison Watkins
Children’s Ministry Director
awatkins@trinityumc.org
Gillian Ford
Communications Director
gford@trinityumc.org
Laura Winberg
Finance Director
lwinberg@trinityumc.org

Amanda Heeren
Youth Ministries Assistant
youthassistants@trinityumc.org
Rod Rodriguez
Building Operations Manager
Manuel De Leon
Building Operations
Francisco Acosta
Building Operations
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