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July, 2018 Bill’s Blog 

Hebrews 6:10 

God is not unjust; he will 

not forget your work and 

the love you have shown 

him as you have helped 

his people and continue to 

help them. 

We celebrate the graduation of Lauryn 
Best 

 Not much is said about missions at the time of the Protestant Reformation.  

Martin Luther and John Calvin were more focused on teaching protestant principals 

of faith, on translations of the Bible into modern European languages, and on 

developing a Protestant theology.  It would be the first Great Awakening on 

American soil, roughly 1730 -1760, that would inspire any thought of mission work.  

The religious fervor and personal pietism that grew out of the first Great 

Awakening in colonial America would inspire men and women to go to the ends of 

the earth proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

 The space for this article is too short to trace all the roots and 
accomplishments of the Presbyterian mission movement.  I grew up in the old 

southern Presbyterian Church in the United States (PCUS) prior to reunion with the 

northern church to form the PCUSA in 1983.  As a child growing up in the PCUS, I 

remember distinctly the focus on world missions in China and Korea.   According to 

Michael Parker, in his brief history of American Protestant missions entitled The 

Year 2010: Two Anniversaries in the History of American Protestant Missions, the 

PCUS focused its mission efforts in Brazil, China, the Congo, Japan, Korea, and 

Mexico.  Today, one of the largest Presbyterian churches in the world is in Seoul, 

South Korea, with over 20,000 members!  From the Congo and the Sudan, 

Presbyterian missionaries branched into Cameroon, establishing churches, schools, 
and hospitals.  It is not unusual today to find Cameroonian immigrants to America 

still practicing their Presbyterian roots in Christianity.  My two previous 

congregations both had members from Cameroon. 

 Michael Parker writes: “Looking back at two hundred years of mission 

experience, Presbyterians can be proud of our record in mission. Presbyterian 

churches have been established in more than eighty countries throughout Africa, 

Asia, and Latin America. And over the years we have sent out thousands of highly 

effective missionaries. Most of them are unsung heroes of the faith. Some became 

famous, such as Horace and Lillas Underwood in Korea, Sam and Jane Higginbottom 

in India, William Sheppard and William Morrison in the Congo, John Leighton Stuart 
in China, and J. Kelly Giffin in Sudan.” (The Year 2010: Two Anniversaries in the 

History of American Protestant Missions, https://www.presbyterianmission.org/

resource/brief-history-protestant-presbyterian-mission/, page 13)   

 Our roots in John Calvin’s theology commit us to mission and service.  

Calvin taught that truth is in order to goodness; that is, embodying the truth of 

Jesus Christ must lead us inevitably to show forth goodness in this world.  Missions 

locally, nationally, and internationally to underserved people and people in crisis, 

are ways Presbyterians today continue to show forth the truth of Jesus Christ in our 

hearts by the work of our goodness in Christ’s name.  

 I am delighted to be pastor of a congregation that understands that the 
church in mission is not an option – it is an obligation of faith in the One who came 

not to be served, but to serve (Mark 10:45) as evident by George Hejtmanek’s 

description of some of our many mission projects featured on the last page. 

 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Bill 



Newest Saints of San Gabriel 

Our Vision 
 "I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing."   John 15:5 

Ron and Rona Whitney, 

both long time retirees, 

moved to Sun City from 

Southern California. They 

were married in Indiana and 

have four children (including 

a pair of identical twin boys) 
and seven grandchildren. Ron 

a graduate of Indiana State 

University, retired 15 years 

ago from a sales career that 

included management positions and culminating in owning his own company. 

After graduating from Illinois State University in special education, Rona 

earned a Master’s degree from Valparaiso University in Indiana. She has had 

three careers (each 10 or more years) in Special Education, Circuit Court 

reporter, and medical research in California. She loves music and being part of 

a choir. Since high school, she has visited folks in nursing homes and likes to 
prepare meals for infirm church members. She likes to play bridge, read and 

sew. Ron likes to play tennis, soft ball, and card games. 

Walter (Wally) and Sue 

Goodenough have known 

each other since they were 

in the second grade. They 

will have been married 62 
years in December. Wally 

graduated from Texas A&M 

and Sue from UTD (at the 

time the Aggies were not 

coeducational). Both are San 

Antonio natives, and moved 

to Sun City from Gainesville, Georgia in 2013. They have one daughter and 

two grandchildren who live in Georgia. They have suffered the tragic death 

of a son in an accident, and a daughter by epileptic shock. They are very 

close to their younger daughter and Walter enjoys hunting and fishing with 
his son in law and grandson. Walter, a retired CPA has worked for Texas 

utilities; now he enjoys playing golf and poker. After back surgery, Sue an 

avid tennis player, now plays bridge and other mind stimulating games like 

Joker. Both enjoy reading and occasional game of Gin Rummy. 

Mission Presbytery, composed 
of 134 churches and one new church 
development, met on June 8th and 
9th at Schreiner University in 
Kerrville.   

Highlights from the meeting 
include: 

• Three people seeking to be 
ministers presented their story 
of faith, one of whom has now 
been examined and ordained. 

• There are several $750 grants 
that can be made available to 
churches for mission efforts. 

• The workshop “Refugees in 
Texas” yielded a two page 
listing of how the refugees along 
our southern border can be 
helped.  Pick up your copy in 
the Narthex. 

www.mission-presbytery.org 

The Lighter Side 

The good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose, but the fly comes close. [Mark Twain] 



 

 At nearly mid-year with the school year 

finished, it’s worth looking back at some of our 

2018 Mission projects that focus on Youth, 

especially children in need or at risk. 

 In May SGPC helped put on an Art Gala 

and then a Graduation Party for The NEST. 

These events were heartwarming for those of us 

involved, providing real-life testimonials from 

the students on how The NEST helped them 

through difficult and even dangerous times.  

The NEST is one of our core programs and helps 

at-risk high school students with a daily after-

school program and dinner. Throughout the 

school year, SGPC volunteers have facilitated monthly celebrations in addition to weekly exercise walks (and visits) 

with the students on their Wellness Wednesdays.  We could use help in providing food for the monthly celebrations 

next year.  Let George Hejtmanek know if you are interested in participating or want more information. 

 Our special support of Cooper Elementary School’s neediest students continues to grow.  SGPC volunteers 

continue to pick up and package food to hand out to 70 to 80 students every week as part of Backpack Buddies 

program.  If you are interested in being a part of this rewarding program as school starts again, please see Ann Weir.  

We also dealt with a special referral from the School Counselor to help a family in crisis.   SGPC supports Backpack 

Buddies financially and also provides small gift cards to the Counselor to help students afford a coat or a pair of 

glasses or other special purchase.  Soon, we’ll begin a back-to-school drive to provide supplies to help defray costs 

for the families of these needy students. 

 Planning is now underway for SGPC’s involvement in another program to help families with young children.  

The Women’s Storybook Project of Texas targets children who have a mother incarcerated in the Texas prison 

system.  Volunteers help each mother record, in her own voice, a book along with a personal message to her child.  

Founder Judith Dullnig visited SGPC and inspired all who heard her with how meaningful the program is to both the 

mothers and children in helping them stay connected.  The prison system supports the program because good 

behavior is encouraged, as it is a prerequisite for participation.  Training for SGPC is planned and quarterly volunteer 

days will begin in the Fall.  We are looking for women from SGPC to join this new program. If you are interested, 

contact Barbara Hejtmanek. 

 Many of you heard Allison Harris from Presbyterian Children’s Home & Services speak at our most recent 

Mission Sunday. Our ongoing gifts to them and our local share of the Pentecost Offering help support their Christ-

centered care for children and families in need in our area. WOF/PW also supported them with special gifts last 

Christmas. 

 We should all be proud of SGPC’s work in support of children in need.  If any of these worthy programs 

appeal to you and you wish to become more involved in expanding our efforts please contact me.  

  

~ George Hejtmanek, Mission Elder 

The NEST celebrates Christmas 

Get Involved with Mission Outreach 

Your newsletter editors Phil Lacy, Hector Timourian and Evelyn Fox would like to hear from you.  What do you want to know more about around 

the church?  So far, we’ve featured the Columbarium, Youth and Children, and Mission outreach.  Let your curiosity get the best of you and 

contact one of us with a suggestion.  We would appreciate your input. 




