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Autumn 
Ministry 
Autumn is in full swing here 
in New Zealand, with our 
mornings nice and cool, 
coming in around the low-to-
mid 40’s, and the daytime 
highs landing between 60-65. 
The leaves are changing and 
falling from the trees, and 
the days are getting shorter. 
It’s a weird feeling, seeing autumn 
colours in April, but we are enjoying this different feel. 

Easter fell this year on April 1, of course, and as of our last writing in 
mid-March, we were full steam ahead in our Easter outreach. We were 
able to get out 6,000 Easter invitations into our community, and on 
Easter Sunday, we had 78 in attendance including 18 first time visitors. 
We were absolutely thrilled to see such a great crowd! The Gospel was 
clearly preached, we fed everyone a great meal, and rejoiced in the good 
news of the Resurrected Saviour. Since that Sunday, we seen several 
guests return at least once, and some multiple times. Please continue to 
pray for these connections God has given us, as we seek to help those 
who do not know Christ come to place their faith in Him. 

Though church attendance numbers are not everything, we have been 
encouraged to see a solid increase over the last few weeks as well. We 
had been averaging around 55 for the first three months of the year, but 
three weeks ago we had 62, two weeks ago 73, and last Sunday we had 81! 
I feel like I am drinking water from a fire hose trying to keep up with all 
of the new faces, but it is so thrilling to see those new faces as well! 
What a joy to sow the seed and preach the Word!
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Family News 

Alexa Suzette was born safely 
and smoothly in the wee hours 
of the morning on April 7. She 
was 7 lbs. 7 oz. and measured 
20.5 inches long. Juliana 
recovered well, and we are 
enjoying life with two little 
girls. 

With Alexa being born on April 
7, Emma is exactly 2 1/2 years 
older than her little sister 
(Emma was born October 7). 
Emma loves “her baby” and 
seems to have adjusted well. 

Recent Blessings 

Here is a summary of the 
blessings of the past few 
weeks: 

• Alexa arrived safely! 

• Dhiraj attended and got 
assurance of his salvation! 

• Our attendance numbers 
have been climbing! 

• We continue to have first 
time visitors! 

• We have enjoyed having 
Juliana’s mom here to help 
with Alexa!

HUTCHENS FAMILY 
Serving in Christchurch, New Zealand 

Autumn colours on a 
mid-April afternoon
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Almost three weeks ago, a young 
man named Dhiraj walked into 
our Friday Night Bible Study, 
having received an invitation at 
his front door a few days prior 
from one of our church men. He 
works on Sunday, so he could not 
come for our regular services, but 
he was available on Friday. He 
was asked about his salvation 
that night, and though he had 
attended church back in his 
home country of Nepal, he was 
not certain that he had a 
relationship with God and a 
home in Heaven. That Friday night he nailed it down, and has since 
been coming faithfully to every Wednesday and Friday night!

Our search for a building continues. At 
this point, the developer who has 
purchased the building we are renting 
has not given us notice to leave, but we 
are still looking diligently for a meeting 
place. We thought we might have an 
excellent lead in Riccarton, one of 
Christchurch’s most densely populated 
neighbourhoods, but the Lord clearly 
shut the door on that earlier this week. 
We are thankful for a clear answer to 
prayer with regards to that building, and 
are continuing to pray and trust that 
God has the right spot for us elsewhere. 
We appreciate your prayers in this 
matter as well!

New Arrival! 
I mentioned it in the side pane of this letter, but it bears repeating that 
we were thrilled to welcome Alexa Suzette into the world on the 
morning of April 7. Juliana woke me at 1:00 AM thinking she might be 
in labour, and at 4:20 AM, Alexa arrived. She is healthy, sleeps well, and 
has a good set of lungs! Thank you for praying for a safe delivery. We feel 
very blessed with this new bundle of joy. 

Thank you for your continued prayers!
Sam, Juliana, Emma, & Alexa Hutchens
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Emma’s first time to hold her new baby 
sister, Alexa Suzette. 

Prayer Requests 

Here are some specific ways you 
can pray for us in the weeks to 
come. 

• Pray for our developing 
relationships with the visitors 
from our community. We 
continue to look for 
opportunities to share the 
Gospel! 

• Pray for a young man named 
Halim we met out door 
knocking. He allowed us to 
share the Gospel and said he is 
seeking! 

• Pray for our continued search 
for a new building. We know 
God has the perfect building 
out there! 

• Pray for Missions Month! In 
May, we will be considering 
how our little church can get 
involved in missions in other 
countries as well! 

• Pray for continued fruit! 

Thank you for praying for our 
family and ministry! 

A Saturday evening activity 
with our teens in our home.

The newest addition to 
the family - Alexa


