
Growing Churches & Leaders That Impact  

the Dominican Republic 

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 

same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”             

    Timothy 2:2 

 

       

      

Hello Friends, 

   It has been an exciting month for us here. I did not know when we moved to La Vega that it is the 
home of the biggest celebration of Carnaval in the entire country.  We actually have visitors from all over Eu-
rope who come to experience it.  It could described as a Latin American version of Mardi Gras.  So, we have 
lots of evangelistic opportunities.  Since our church sits right on the parade route, literally 20feet from our 
front door, we have set up a booth to give out water and tracts.  Unlike in the US, we almost never find a tract 
thrown on the ground.  Last week the music was over 130 decibels at times (one of the guys had an app ).  
So sometimes typical witnessing is almost impossible, but we are able to love people and communicate that 
we care about their families. 

 We are really excited about a couple of things.  When we were in the States, I took advantage of the 
opportunity to spend time with some pastors who are committed to training leaders.  We are borrowing (aka 
stealing) many ideas and developing a personal growth strategy for our new believers.  Since returning in ear-
ly January, we have been laying the foundations to the strategy in the hearts of our leaders, challenging them 
to involve themselves in a spiritual mentoring relationship with others.  Just this week we had some of these 
purposeful relationship meetings get started.  It’s just the beginning. But I believe, the foundation for expo-
nential growth and effective church planting are being laid.  As we “make disciples “that “make disciples” we 
will be fulfilling the Lord’s great commission for His people.  Please pray with us.   

 Just as exciting, is that the Lord opened a door for us this month into a local public school.  One of our 
men is a school psychologist and has a burden to impact his students and their families for Christ.  We are 
now able to go in 2 times a week, take a 45-minute class period and have what we call Kids Klub.  Cody is 
working with Roberto, leading games, developing listening and obedience skills, and teaching Bible truths to 
the kids.  God has been so good to give us this opportunity!  Please pray with us. 

A couple more items for prayer:   

 We are looking forward to our Missions Conference next month.  I look forward to sharing with you next 
time of all that God will do in La Vega over the next month.   

 Tami has applied to begin teaching at a Christian School and she should hear back from them very soon.  
This would be a great blessing in a couple of ways.  First it will enable Tami to use her greatest passion for 
the Lord.  She loves teaching and she is exceptional at it.  Secondly, it will enable our girls to attend the 
school at no cost to us.  The girls are fine with homeschooling, but they really enjoy the social environ-
ment of school.  Please pray with us about these items as well.   

 

Thank you for spending time on your knees for the people of the Dominican Republic.  God has great plans 
for our country!  We are thankful that we are can be your representatives for God’s Glory here. 

          Living the Dream, 

     Gary and Tami Byrd 

    Cody, Ben, Heidi, Darby, and Haley 
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