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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

· When was the last time 
you explored the church 
library? 

· “In July 2019, if you 
were to look back, what 
would you see as the 
result of a successful 
pastoral transition?"  

· Have you cleaned out 
your closet? Do you have 
any spare clothing you 
could donate? 

· There is a memorial for 
Mimi Hamilton on June 
10th at 2 pm. 
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THANK YOU ,  CHURCH 
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GO READ A BOOK 

A SUCCESSFUL   
TRANSITION 

MEMORIAL FOR MIMI 
HAMILTON 

A MESSY CHURCH  
CELEBRATION WORTH 
REMEMBERING 

Glory 'N Solar 

Those of you who have been keeping up with the Glory Campaign, the 
official name of the church's capital campaign launched in 2015, have wit-
nessed some of the transformations that have taken place over the last 
three years. You have seen transformations in the landscaping, the pond, 
the seating in the alcove, the bathrooms off the sanctuary, the walkways, 
the fellowship hall accordion doors and entrance doors, the replacement 
of the outdated hearing assist system with a newer one-- that makes it 
possible for you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary and still hear-- a video 
security and alarm system, along with some technological upgrades like 
our new telephone system. 

The big-ticket or trickier items included in the final pages of the GC pro-
jects booklet, the kitchen remodel, parking lot lights, solar panels, and 
the correction of the Walker Smith building's incomplete sprinkler sys-
tem, are those currently under consideration. Deciding which one to 
tackle first has been the discussion on the table. On May 26th, the com-
mittee received exciting news about the solar project and the parking lot 
lights. 

Before I go on let me say THANK YOU to all of you who have diligently 
and lovingly kept up your pledges to the Glory Campaign. Some of you 
have already completed your pledges and then some. We currently have 
$160,000 to apply to projects. The kitchen remodel is now estimated at 
$60,000 (instead of the original $100,000), but work on the kitchen will 
not begin until the fall. The solar project, which now includes solar pow-
ered parking lot lights (YAY-no underground wiring to contend with), is a 
lease/buy deal the cost of which is estimated at $109,600. Before pro-
ceeding we felt it wise to have a roofer inspect the roof which will hold 
the solar panels and he said that the roof on top of the sanctuary is in good 
shape, and he will only need to do some work around the edges when the 
panels are in place. That cost will be about $3600. 

The Glory Campaign committee will bring the solar proposal before the 
trustees at a meeting on June 9th. Our hope is that the trustees will sign 
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the contract soon after that meeting. 

For those of you who have not had an 
opportunity to pledge or contribute 
to the Glory Campaign please consid-
er doing so now. The solar panels will 
reduce our energy costs by 50%. 
When the electric bills are $4000 a 
month, ½ that is a considerable saving. 
The parking lot lights are of para-
mount importance to ensure the safe-
ty of members and visitors alike, par-
ticularly when we have evening meet-
ings and worship services. If you have 
pledged to the campaign and have fall-
en behind in your giving, I hope this 
glorious news will give you the uplift 
you were looking for to catch up. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Amanda 

I am overwhelmed when I think about the memorial and celebration of 
Jim's life.  Sunshine, smiles, tears, corny jokes remembered, brightness, 
joy, sadness, Hawaiian shirts, tributes, and more love than you can im-
agine... exactly what it should be and exactly what it was!  Jim loved 
this church and congregation!  He was never so involved or committed 
to any other church as he was here.  Truly, I cannot thank all of you 
enough for making it possible to get through the toughest time of my 
life.  The outpouring of support, understanding, friendship, calls, cards, 
flowers, and unconditional love continues to gives me a source of 

strength as I try to learn how to deal with and accept 
Jim's passing.  If not for you, our church family and 
my faith in God, I could not be able to move for-
ward.  So, while words are truly not adequate to ex-
press my gratitude that is all I have.  Thank you, all, 
from the bottom of my heart.  I am truly blessed! 

Melinda McInerney 

Thank you, Church Family 
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A SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION 
I have previously written about my participation in a small group study concerning the transition 
facing our congregation as we prepare to receive a new pastor. In a recent meeting with others 
who had also participated in such small groups, Jeremy asked us to answer the following ques-
tion: "In July 2019, if you were to look back, what would you see as the result of a successful 
pastoral transition?" My initial response was, "That I would still be here." Of course, at my age, 
that condition could represent a kind of success completely unrelated to the church. 

In retrospect, what will a successful transition look like? As an engineering manager, I was 
brought up on 'Management by Objectives', or MBO- a process in which definitive, measurable 
milestones are established that lead to a completed physical objective, like the installation of a 
pump or the completion of a water well. What are the measurable attributes of a successful pas-
toral transition in an institution where faith in the unseen or non-physical is paramount? A pasto-
ral transition does include important physical matters that must be attended to, like adequately 
budgeting to cover salary, housing, and transportation allowances. Measurement of success in 
these physical matters is easy- it either happens or it doesn't. But what about the unseen? While 
we can't measure the unseen, we can see and measure the fruit resulting from the unseen. What 
will be the fruit of a successful pastoral transition? For me, if the following questions can be an-
swered in the affirmative in July 2019 the transition will have been successful: 

· Has the pastor embraced the reconciling ministry of inclusion of all God's children? 

· Has the pastor supported the feeding programs for those in need? 

· Has the pastor challenged the congregation to expand its ministry to our community? 

Go Read a book 

When was the last time you read a book?  When was the 
last time you read a non-fiction book?  When was the last 
time you visited our church library? 

We have a wonderful church library.  One entire section 
deals with issues related to Christianity and lesbian and gay people. Our collection of such 
books is probably better than that of any other congregation in California.  It is more com-
plete than what you will find in most public libraries.  Authors vary from Pentecostal to 
Jesuit priests.  Tough questions are asked and answered.  

Isn't this week a great time to check out this important section of our church library?  It 
will cost you nothing and you will probably get answers to some questions you seldom 
ask. 

John Jones, Team Captain- Social Justice   
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HAVE YOU CLEANED OUT YOUR CLOSET? 

A Successful transition (continued) 

· Has the pastor continued/expanded education through small 
groups? 

· Has the congregation responded positively to the pastor's challeng-
es? 

· Has the congregation faithfully attended worship services? 

· Has the congregation faithfully supported the budget? 

· If any of the above warrant a negative response, has there been an acceptable alter-
native offered? 

Bill Bangham, Endowment Chair 

Have you by chance recently cleaned out your closet in prepara-
tion for summer? Do you have clothing that you no longer wear or 
have room for? Please consider bringing your gently worn cloth-
ing to the church.  

At our various feeding programs, visitors are welcomed to help 
themselves to clothing, in addition to toiletries. Unfortunately, 
these clothing ministry closets are in need of replenishment! 

We hope you would consider donating t-shirts, shorts, and any 
warm-weather clothing to help support our neighbors in need. Donations can be 
dropped off at the church between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Thank you for your consid-
eration! 

Memorial for mimi hamilton 

Heaven got one more angel with the passing of Mimi Hamilton on 
May 20th. We sure do miss seeing her smiling face in the second 
pew on Sunday mornings. 

The church will hold a memorial for Mimi Hamilton on Sunday, 
June 10th at 2 pm. Finger sandwiches will be available, but we 
could use some help with cookies, brownies, nuts, etc.  If you are 
able to help, please call the church at 760.327.5931 or email ad-
min@umcps.org to let us know! 
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June 1      Perry Matthews 

June 5      Tim Griffin 

June 5       James Bayle 

June 6      George Cobel 

June 6      Wayne Hinton 

June 7       Doris Jane Prior 

June 10     Terry Coan 

June 10     Dr. Eddy McLachlan 

June 10     Duane Stafford 

June 11     Annette Funk 

June 11     Charlene Ryan-Moore 

June 12     Harold Breidenbaugh 

June 12     Sarah Clapp 

June 12     Lois Giannopulos 

June 13     Marjorie Tallman 

June 19     Rev. Amanda Burr 

June 20     Oliver & Alexander Tallman 

June 20     Bonnie Ewing 

June 21     Barbara Boettcher 

June 23     Lori Stefanishion 

June 29     Lynn McCasland 

June 1       Caroline & Charlene Ryan-Moore 

June 1       Febe & Lemuel Carlos 

June 3       Mary Lou & Glenn Penisten 

June 9       Lena & Perry Matthews 

June 19     Martha & Rev. Bill Battiest 

June 22     Betty & George Cobel 

June 29     Amy & Poul Bahnson 

June 29     Janette & Charles Stebbins 

June Birthdays 

June Anniversaries 



Our History 

It was September of 1962 when the first members of the United Methodist Church of Palm Springs held 
their first service of worship at Weifel's Mortuary. Temple Isaiah then invited the new congregation to 
use their sanctuary for worship on Sunday mornings. The Methodists worshiped at Temple Isaiah from 
1962 to 1965 rent free. During those three years, the friendship between the congregations grew, and 

after 50 years there is still a very strong bond between the UMC of Palm Springs and Temple Isaiah. We 
celebrated these 50 years together in worship in January 2012.  

Our Mission 

We are a congregation committed to justice and reconciliation for all* people, regardless of age race, 
economic or marital status, gender identity or sexual orientation.  

May this worship experience nourish your soul, fill your heart and lift your spirit. 

* ALL MEANS ALL 

Our Vision 

Inspiring the world as passionate followers of Jesus Christ so all may experience  

God's life-giving love.  

P0 Box 2007 
Palm Springs, CA 92263 

Phone: 760.327.5931 
Fax: 760.320.0091 

Email: admin@umcps.org 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
PALM SPRINGS 

COME EXPERIENCE GOD’S YES! 

A Messy Church celebration worth remembering! 
Thank you to the 43 people who joined in at Messy Church!  On May, 25 we 
were happy to welcome our largest worshiping group yet with 22 adults and 
21 children and youth. We made wind chimes and fans, and enjoyed a deli-
cious mac 'n cheese dinner together!  

During our May Messy Church, we also learned more about Pentecost and 
the Holy Spirit.  It can be challenging to try and teach about the Spirit, par-
ticularly when working with children and youth.  How would you describe 
the Holy Spirit? What is the Holy Spirit like to you? 

At Pentecost, we celebrate the receiving of the Holy Spirit, but even in that story they never clearly 
state exactly what the Spirit is. Instead, biblical characters and authors chose to describe it using images and language 
they understood. Even with all of our advancements in language, science, technology, and theology since the first 
Pentecost, a simple story or analogy is still the best teaching tool available to help us understand the Holy Spirit. At 
Messy Church we discussed four such examples; consider them and then try complete the statement for yourself: 

TO ME THE HOLY SPIRIT IS LIKE _______. 

The Holy Spirit is like breath. When you are working hard do you start to breathe more heavily?  Breathing gives 
our body energy and life.  The Holy Spirit is like breath, it also gives us energy and life. 

The Holy Spirit is like wind.  Wind can offer us comfort on a hot day, but the wind is also a mighty 
force.  Without even seeing it the wind helps shape mountains and valleys.  The Spirit is like the wind, it can comfort 
us, but also move like a mighty force to shape the very world around us. 

The Holy Spirit is like fire. Fire can serve as a warning- the heat tells us to stay clear.  The fire can also be used to 
help clean and purify.  The Spirit is like fire, it can help warn us, clean us, purify us, and point us in the right direc-
tion. 

The Holy Spirit is like a dove. In the Bible a dove represents peace and purity, like the dove that appears after the 
40 days and nights of rain in the story of Noah's ark.  God sends the dove as a messenger of peace and hope.  The Spir-
it is like a dove, because God has sent it as a messenger of peace and hope. 

Come and join in the next Messy Church worship, Friday, June 22nd 5:30 - 7:30 pm.   The theme is "Know Your 
Bible" and all who come will receive a new Bible of their very own! We hope to see you there. 


