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THE MESSENGER 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

· There are so many ways 
for you to get connected 
at the church this sum-
mer! 

· Make sure to wear red 
Sunday, May 20th 

· “What is sacred about the 
scripture comes not from 
its words, but from what 
we do with it." 

· Rev Amanda is at it again 
in “Blithe Spirit” at the 
Palm Canyon Theater. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

“THE B IBLE SAYS…” 

D ID YOU NOTICE? 

“BLITHE SPIRIT” 

A SECOND OFFERING 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME 
PENTECOST AT MESSY 
CHURCH 

It's that time of year again when the traffic in town subsides, the tourism 
settles down, and the seasonal worshipers tend to avoid the summer de-
sert temperatures.  Maybe you view this time of year as a peaceful res-
pite, a chance to recharge your batteries. Or maybe, like many, you find 
it somewhat more challenging to stay connected and involved. 

This summer the Christian Education Team aims to pro-
vide MORE opportunities for fellowship, learning, and community 
building- and not just for our local worshipers. 

This summer, consider staying involved through one of these new op-
portunities: 

· "Open Doors" Adult Sunday School: This drop-in style study is open 
to all. There is no need to RSVP.  Each week we will discuss a new 
and unique topic from 9:00 - 9:45am in the Walker-Smith building. 
Enjoy fellowship, stimulating conversation, and a bit of coffee before 
service begins! 

· Small Group Studies: This week kicks off the new study of Luke, a 4-
week series covering the life and ministry of Jesus through the eyes 
of the historian and physician, St. Luke.  Other small group offerings 
will be available all summer long! 

· New Church Website: www.umcps.org  We now show sermons and 
music specials straight from our website!  You can also read newslet-
ters, get blog updates, and learn about what's going on in the life of 
the church- a great way to stay connected, whether you’re a snow-
bird or a year-round resident. 

· Facebook:  Did you know that we have a fantastic 
church Facebook page? With posts and updates nearly every day you 
can follow videos, insights, pictures, and regular up-
dates.  Simply like the page to follow. Check it out at https://
www.facebook.com/UMCPalmSprings 

These are just a few options available to stay connected or become in-
volved in the church. You can also volunteer to serve during one of our 

STAY CONNECTED THIS SUMMER ! 
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WEAR RED ON SUNDAY ! 

feeding programs, have breakfast with the United Methodist Men at Rick's Cafe, or attend a 
team meeting (like the Worship Team or Social Justice Team). Are these options not quite to 
your liking? Email us your suggestions or questions at admin@umcps.org. 

This Sunday is Pentecost, the day the church commemorates 
when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples. It is also 
referred to as the birthday of the church. One way we like 
to celebrate the birthday of the church is by taking an all-
church photo. You are invited to wear red (the color that 
symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit) and bring your beauti-
ful smiles for our group photo. See you Sunday!  

The narrow margins of defeat for constitutional amendments 1 and 2, intended to pro-
mote equality and justice for women and girls, touched off a firestorm of reactions this 
week after the Council of Bishops announced the voting results from the 2016 General 
Conference. This announcement occurs while the United Methodist Church struggles 
with issues of equality for LGBT members. 

Rabbi Marc Aaron Kline reminds us that, "The Torah has no vowels and no sentence struc-
ture. One can never really say, 'the Bible says...' because it can say a lot of things, based on 
how one fills in the vowels, punctuates sentences, and vocalizes the readings. What is sa-
cred about the scripture comes not from its words, but from what we do with it." 

Rabbi Kline writes, "Despite its intended purpose, the Bible has been misused to justify 
colonialism, slavery, misogyny, and a host of nightmarish behaviors. After church 'picnic 
and lynchings' sometimes occurred outside white churches during the Jim Crow days." 

Pastor Adam Hamilton writes, "All Christians are called to belong wholly to Christ, to 
become like him. It is the call to love God with all that is within us. It is the call to love 
our neighbor as we love ourselves." 

We are a congregation committed to justice and reconcil-
iation for all people, regardless of ability, age, ethnicity, 
economic or marital status, gender identify or sexual ori-
entation. I believe that commitment is consistent with 
the Bible and by the Holy Spirit working within each of 
us. 

John Jones, Team Captain- Social Justice  

“The Bible Says…” 
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“BLITHE SPIRIT” 

Rev. Amanda is going to chew up the scenery as the eccentric medium Madame Ar-
cati in Palm Canyon Theater's upcoming production of Noel Coward's witty come-
dy "Blithe Spirit". 

At a séance, Amanda's character conjures up 
the spirit of the deceased first wife of a fa-
mous novelist. The farcical fun is nonstop as 
the  

mischievous spirit creates havoc with the au-
thor's second marriage...and the medium 
can't create a way to return the ghost to 
her spirit world. 

The show opens on Thursday, May 24. Our 
church has reserved 26 seats for our mem-
bers at special price of $25 each on that 
night only (but there are only a few left). 
Show starts at 7 pm. 

If you would like to see Rev. Amanda put her 
personal comic stamp on this hilarious 
role, Click here to send Betty an email or 
call her at 760.333.0417 to get your hands 
on tickets. 

All of the racks on the alcove chairs have been retrofitted for a 
more easily reachable position. Kudos and great thanks to 
Charles Stebbins, Poul Bahnson, Keith Froehlich, Terry Brager, 
and Larry Brown.  (Hope I didn't miss anybody!) Thank you for 
making it easier to access our hymnals during Sunday worship! 

Maureen Brealey– Trustees 

Did You Notice? Did You? 
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DEAR A ILEEN 

A Once in a lifetime Pentecost at messy church 

This year on Pentecost, May 20th, we have much to cele-
brate! Not only is Pentecost the celebration of the birth of 
the Christian Church, it is also the 50th anniversary of the 
United Methodist Church and the 1 year anniversary of our 
own ministry, Messy Church. 
Each year we rejoice at the loosing of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost and the gift of Christian unity. One such instance 

of unity within the Body of Christ was the joining of two denominations in 1968. 
With a joint vision of peace, inclusion, and discipleship, the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church and The Methodist Church declared themselves the newly formed 
United Methodist Church. 
In May of 2017, as a church, we felt led to kick-off a new ministry called Messy 
Church. On Friday, May 25th from 5:30 - 7:30pm we will be celebrating a year full 
of laughter, joy, growth, learning, and fellowship. All are welcome to come and cele-
brate as we learn more about the role the Holy Spirit plays in our lives as Christians 
and in the Church.  

One of our members, Aileen Houghton, moved away from the 
desert in the fall to be closer to her family. She has been in con-
tact with us recently and has mentioned how much she misses 
her church family in Palm Springs. Her furry friend, Maggie, 
keeps her company and she has made some friends, but Aileen 
would love to hear from her church family. If you feel 
so inclined, would you send a little note to Aileen? 

You can write to her at: 
Aileen Houghton 
The Villages 
55 Broad St. Apt. 255A 
San Luis Obispo, CA. 93405 



New Beginnings Small Group 

Did you miss the first offering of New Beginnings? Would you be 
interested in participating in a second offering of the study? 

We have created a fantastic small group addressing how we as peo-
ple cope with loss and change. On July 1st, we know we will have a 
new minister, Rev. Jane Voigts. Using the book "Transitions," we 

will address what change looks like in our own lives, and in the life of the church. 

If you are interested in reading the book or taking the study, please email Jeremy 
Wells, the Director of Christian Education, at jeremy@umcps.org. 
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May 15 Larry Brown 

May 17 Ron Anderson 

May 22 Larea Pettersen 

May 25 David Tallman 

May 27 Palu Kapukapu 

May 17 Sonja & Keith Bjugstad 

May Birthdays 

May Anniversaries 

A SECOND OFFERING 

Nametags 

Did you happen to misplace your name tag? Perhaps you never got a name 
tag. Contact the church office at admin@umcps.org or 760.327.5931 and we will be 
happy to order you a nametag! 

Please note, replacement name tags cost $7. 



Our History 

It was September of 1962 when the first members of the United Methodist Church of Palm 
Springs held their first service of worship at Weifel's Mortuary. Temple Isaiah then invited 

the new congregation to use their sanctuary for worship on Sunday mornings. The Methodists 
worshiped at Temple Isaiah from 1962 to 1965 rent free. During those three years, the 

friendship between the congregations grew, and after 50 years there is still a very strong bond 
between the UMC of Palm Springs and Temple Isaiah. We celebrated these 50 years together 

in worship in January 2012.  

Our Mission 

We are a congregation committed to justice and reconciliation for all* people, regardless of 
age race, economic or marital status, gender identity or sexual orientation.  

May this worship experience nourish your soul, fill your heart and lift your spirit. 

* ALL MEANS ALL 

Our Vision 

Inspiring the world as passionate followers of Jesus Christ so all may experience  

God's life-giving love.  

P0 Box 2007 
Palm Springs, CA 92263 

Phone: 760.327.5931 
Fax: 760.320.0091 

Email: admin@umcps.org 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
PALM SPRINGS 

COME EXPERIENCE GOD’S YES! 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

U MCPS .ORG  

Save the date! 

Tuesday, July 24th to Friday, July 27th 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

We are excited to announce our "Be(e) the Blessing" theme for VBS. Children, 
youth, families, and adults are all invited to join in our journey through the book of 
Matthew's rendition of the Sermon on the Mount. You will get the opportunity to 
meet our guides Matthew (the author of his book in the Bible) and his bee friend 
Tudo.  

Here at PSUMC we provide a unique intergenera-
tional Messy Church-style VBS. Each day we provide 
a two hour program to reach and teach all ages!  

Together we will sing, dance, paint, color, draw, wa-
ter fight, balloon toss, cook, and bead our way to a 
deeper understanding of Jesus' most well known ser-
mon! 

If interested in learning more about volunteering, 
please contact Jeremy Wells, the Director of Christian 
education at JWellsDCE@umcps.org or by phone at 
760.327.5931. 


