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LIFE 301 
Spiritual Gifts Assessment       

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. (1 Corinthians 12:1) 
 
 21 Spiritual Gifts referred to in the New Testament & 1 Spiritual Gift referred to in the Old Testament 
 

Romans   
8 :26-27 
12 :4-8 ; 12- 13  

1  Cor inth ians   
12 :4- 1 1  
 

1  Cor inth ians   
12 :27-30  
 

Ephes i ans  
4 :7- 12  
 

1  Peter  4 :9- 10  Psa lm 150  
2 Samuel  6 :5  
Ex 35 :3 1 -35  

Prophecy  Prophecy  Prophecy  Prophecy    
He l ps/Serv i ng   He l ps/Serv i ng   He l ps/Serv i ng   
Teach i ng   Teach i ng  Teach i ng    
Encouragement
/Exhor ta t i on  

     

G i v i ng       
Leadershi p       
Compass i on       
 Heal i ng  Heal i ng     
 M i rac l es  M i rac l es     
 Tongues  Tongues     
 I n te rpreta t i on  In te rpreta t i on     
 Wi sdom     
 Knowl edge      
 Fa i th      
 Di sce rnment      
  Apost l eshi p  Apost l eshi p    
  Admi n i st ra t i on     
   Evange l i sm   
   Pastor i ng/  

Shepherdi ng  
  

Hospi ta l i t y     Hospi ta l i t y   
I n te rcess i on       
     Creat i ve  

Express i on  
 
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, than make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your 
own interests, but also to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:1-4) 
 

Individual Spiritual Gifts Defined…  
 
ADMINISTRATION (1 Corinthians 12:28, Acts 6:1-7, Exodus 18:13-26) 
The divine enablement: to understand what makes an organization function, to plan and execute 
procedures that accomplish the goals of the ministry, and to provide insight into other people’s spiritual 
gifting as well as natural talent, connecting spiritual gifts and natural talents to ministry needs. 
 
APOSTLESHIP (Rom. 15:20) and MISSIONS (1 Cor. 9:19-23, Acts 13:2-3) 
The divine enablement: to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers, to come-along-side 
believers from that culture, and to start new churches, overseeing their development. 
 
CREATIVE EXPRESSION (Music & Arts & Craftsmanship: Psalm 150; Exodus 31:3-11) 
The divine enablement to celebrate God's presence through music, either vocal or instrumental, and to 
express worship through a variety of art forms, leading God’s people in worship.  
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DISCERNMENT (1 John 4:1-6) 
The divine enablement to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, giving an immediate evaluation 
based on God's Word, and to discern whether the source of an experience is Satan, self, or God's Spirit. 
 
ENCOURAGEMENT and EXHORTATION (Acts 14:22) 
The divine enablement to motivate God's people to apply and act on Biblical principles, especially when 
they are discouraged or wavering in their faith, and to bring out the best in others, challenging them to 
develop their potential. 
 
EVANGELISM (Acts 8:26-40) 
The divine enablement to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a positive, non-
threatening way, and to sense opportunities to share Christ, leading people to respond with faith and 
move towards discipleship. 
 
FAITH (1 Corinthians 12:9, 13:2, Hebrews 11.1, Romans 4:18-21) 
The divine enablement to act on God’s promises with confidence and unwavering belief in God’s ability 
to fulfill his purposes. 
 
GIVING (2 Cor. 8:1-7) 
The divine enablement to cheerfully and generously contribute material resources and money beyond 
the 10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened and may include the ability to earn and 
manage money so it may be given to support the ministry of others. 
 
HEALING (James 5:14-16) 
The divine enablement to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emotional, or spiritual 
healing and see God answer, and to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer. 
 
HELPS and SERVICE (Acts 6:1-7) 
The divine enablement to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initiative to provide 
practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition.  
  
HOSPITALITY (1 Peter 4:9-10) 
The divine enablement to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, and 
comfortable in the church family by providing or arranging for fellowship, food and shelter. 
 
INTERCESSION (Col. 1:9-12) 
The divine enablement to pray for the needs of others in the church family over extended periods of 
time on a regular basis, and to persist in prayer and not be discouraged until the answer arrives. 
 
KNOWLEDGE (Daniel 1:17) 
The divine enablement to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to individual 
believers or the entire faith community, and to comprehend a large amount of information, providing it 
when needed for effective decision-making. 
 
LEADERSHIP (Romans 12:8, Hebrews 13:17, Luke 22:25-26) 
The divine enablement to provide servant leadership in casting vision, motivating, and directing people 
to harmoniously accomplish the purposes of God. 
 
MERCY and COMPASSION (Luke 10:30-37) 
The divine enablement to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering or in need in the 
church family, and to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis, 
or pain. 
 
MIRACLES (Mark 11:23-24) 
The divine enablement to pray in faith specifically for God's supernatural intervention into an impossible 
situation and see God answer, and to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer. 
 
PROPHECY and PREACHING (1 Cor. 14:3) 
The divine enablement to publicly communicate God's word in an inspired way that convinces 
unbelievers and both challenges and strengthens believers, persuasively declaring God's grace and 
truth. 
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SHEPHERDING and PASTORING (1 Peter 5:2-4) 
The divine enablement to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for 
ministry, and to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume responsibility for their welfare. 
 
TEACHING (Eph. 4:12-13) 
The divine enablement to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in a way 
that causes them to learn, and to equip and train them for ministry. 
 
WISDOM (1 Cor. 2:1, 6-16) 
The divine enablement to understand God's perspective on life situations, sharing those insights in a 
simple, understandable way, and to explain what to do and how to do it. 
 
*PRAYING WITH MY SPIRIT (1 Cor. 14:13-15):  

• Tongues 
    The divine enablement to pray in a language understood only by God.  

• Interpretation 
 The divine enablement to interpret immediately a prayer language spoken in public. 

 
* WHY WE DO NOT PRACTICE THIS GIFT IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
This gift caused such a problem in the Corinthian church; Paul had to write an entire chapter      
(1 Corinthians 14) of guidelines. 

 
1. It is for personal edification, not for the whole church. 

• "He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who preaches edifies the church." 1 Cor. 14:4 
 
2. We are to focus on building up others, not ourselves. 

• "Unless you speak intelligible words... you will just be speaking into the air... try to excel in the 
gifts that build up the church." 1 Cor. 14:9 & 12 

 
2. It confuses unbelievers in the service. 

• "... if some unbelievers come in, will they not say you are out of your mind?" 1 Cor. 14:23 
 
3. Ideally, it is not meant to be used in the worship service. 

• "In the church, I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand 
words in a tongue. Brothers, stop thinking like children!" 1 Cor. 14:19-20 

 
• "The gift of speaking God's message should be under the speaker's control, because God does 

not want us to be in disorder, but in harmony and peace." 1 Cor. 14:32-33 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 
 I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 

(1 Corinthians 13:1)
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Now About Spiritual Gifts… 
 
 
Talents vs. Gifts 
 
Quibbling over the distinction between gifts and talents has little value in discovering what gifts we 
have. It would be odd for God, who made us, not to "build into" some of us natural talents that would 
later be used as gifts. On the other hand, neither should we be surprised if the Holy Spirit gives gifts to 
make up for a lack of natural ability. The value of understanding the difference between gifts and talents 
comes after discovering a spiritual gift--in understanding the temptations and pitfalls of obedience if 
natural talent is present, or absent. 
 
For those with spiritual gifts that intersect with natural talent, there is always the temptation to minister 
in the power of the flesh. We must wait upon the Lord to use our natural talent with supernatural results. 
Natural talent, after all, won't last long. But those who have learned to trust in God and are strong in the 
Lord will live forever (Luke 8:18). 
 
For those who are gifted in areas where they have no talent, fear of failure can paralyze the spiritual gift. 
But if we are obedient to the Spirit's low-risk promptings, God will confirm the gift in us with power, and 
our confidence in God will grow into full maturity. (If pride grows as well, God will let us fall to remind us 
where the power comes from.) Those who excel in gifts where they have no talent bring glory to God 
and remind everyone just how gracious He is. 
 
Body Building--We Need Each Other 
 

• I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have 
been enriched in every way... Therefore you [the local church] do not lack any spiritual gift as 
you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so 
that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. (1 Corinthians. 1:4-9)  

 
• ...Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.            

(1 Corinthians 14:12) 
 

• Do not neglect your gift... (1 Timothy 4:14) 
 

• Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.                           
(1 Corinthians 12:7) 

 
Desire The Gifts of The Spirit!  
 

• Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of 
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts.               
(1 Corinthians 12:29-31) 

 
• …Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.             

(1 Corinthians 14:12) 
 

• ...Eagerly desire the greater gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:31) 
 
The Gifts In Harmony 
 

• From [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:16) 
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GIFT ASSESSMENT (see page 8 for Instructions and Response Chart) 

 
Note: The spiritual gifts of Healing, Interpretation, Miracles and Tongues are not included in this Spiritual 
 Gift Assessment because their presence in the life of a believer tends to be self-evident. 
 

1. I enjoy finding more efficient ways to do things. 
2. I feel empowered to stand alone for Christ in a hostile, unbelieving environment. 
3. I enjoy discovering new and fresh ways of communicating God’s truth. 
4. I usually detect spiritual truth from spiritual error before fellow-believers. 
5. I can identify with weakness and temptation so as to encourage people to repent and believe. 
6. I seem to have insight on when people are ready to give their lives to Christ. 
7. I have an extraordinary confidence in God and an ability to embolden others. 
8. When I give to others, they do not feel as if they owe me anything.  
9. I enjoy serving others so that they, in turn, may perform their ministries. 
10. I enjoy providing an environment where people feel valued and cared for. 
11. I feel compelled to earnestly pray on behalf of someone. 
12. God often quickens Scripture to my mind that is useful for the moment. 
13. Other Christians have followed me when I have led the way in serving Christ. 
14. I have a desire to address the needs of the lonely and forgotten. 
15. Often, I have a burning desire to speak God's word whether or not it will not be well received. 
16. God has shown me sources of sound teaching and rich fellowship, and I guide people to such. 
17. I love to meditate on the patterns of God and His ways, knowing that presenting truth will make 

a difference in the lives of people. 
18. Sometimes God gives me an insight into the proper course of action others should take. 
19. I can recognize talents and gifts in others and find ways of using these for God. 
20. I often think that God is calling me to be a missionary to an unbelieving people group. 
21. Others see me as creative and imaginative. 
22. I can recognize phoniness or deceit before others see it. 
23. I have a special gift of helping others get "reset" emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. 
24. I find it easy to ask people to believe in and trust God through His Son Jesus Christ. 
25. I am not moved from my personal belief in the truth by ridicule, apparent failure, or pain.  
26. I believe God has given me the ability to make money so that I can give away money. 
27. We need to stop talking and start really helping people in practical ways. 
28. I intentionally meet new people and help them feel welcomed. 
29. When I pray for others, I often see specific results. 
30. I search the Scriptures for insight, understanding and truth. 
31. I am able to cast a vision that others want to be part of. 
32. I believe that God wants to reach out to people by using me to come-along-side in their 

suffering.  
33. My words often bring conviction to others, leading to repentance. 
34. I tend to be patient with Christians who are making slow spiritual progress.  
35. I think it is very important to use words accurately and in context. 
36. Christians seek my advice when they are uncertain of their direction. 
37. People often look to me for guidance in coordination, organization, and ministry opportunities. 
38. I desire to learn another language, culture, or religion so that I could be a better witness. 
39. My creativity depends upon alone time to reflect and develop my imagination. 
40. I often sense when people are moved by the Holy Spirit, evil spirits, or by their own flesh. 
41. I can encourage people to listen to the truth of their situation, and they hear me. 
42. I tend to conclude my vocal witness with an appeal for others to decide to follow Jesus. 
43. I am totally convinced God will fulfill his promises even if He is not doing so yet. 
44. I have strongly sensed the Spirit leading me to give money to a specific person or cause. 
45. I often recognize ways that I can minister to others indirectly. 

 
 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:4) 
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GIFT ASSESSMENT, continued 
 
46. God uses me to set people at ease in unfamiliar surroundings. 
47. I am convinced God moves in direct response to prayer. 
48. I often find I know things that I have never learned, which are confirmed by mature believers. 
49. I figure out where we need to go and help others get there. 
50. I can look beyond a person’s disabilities or problems to see a life that matters to God. 
51. I feel responsible to confront others with the truth.  
52. I enjoy providing guidance and oversight to a group of God’s people. 
53. I can present information and skills at a level that makes it easy for others to grasp and apply to 

their lives. 
54. God uses me to dispel confusion about God's will with supernatural insight. 
55. I can clarify goals and develop strategies or plans to accomplish them. 
56. Strange customs, cultures, and unusual behavior don't offend me or my faith. 
57. I enjoy developing and using my artistic skills (art, drama, music, etc.) to honor God. 
58. I often see rightness or wrongness in situations. 
59. People will take correction from me because they know I am on their side. 
60. I minister better to the pre-Christian than to baby, adolescent, or mature believers. 
61. I seem to be less "shakable" than most Christians. 
62. I seek ways to give to others without calling attention to myself. 
63. The Holy Spirit often leads me to do a favor for someone that touches them deeply. 
64. I find myself asking God who I should invite and befriend. 
65. I enjoy praying for long periods of time as the Spirit leads me in prayer. 
66. I schedule blocks of time for studying scripture to understand biblical truth fully and accurately. 
67. God has given me an ability to "rally the troops" to accomplish a goal or an act of service. 
68. I enjoy bringing hope and joy to people living in difficult circumstances. 
69. Ridicule or rejection for speaking forth the truth, by family or friends, does not deter me.  
70. I have been instrumental in the effective discipling of other believers. 
71. I love to learn Biblical principles from my studies and then share them with others. 
72. My advice to others has led them into mature Christian living. 
73. People come to me when they need to find the right people to help. 
74. I have a deep understanding of the Gospel, and I want to tell others about the good news. 
75. I receive affirmation from others when I express my faith through art, drama, music, etc. 
76. God has used me to warn others of the danger of a certain teaching. 
77. The Spirit gives me the ability to call forth the best that is in others. 
78. I'm troubled when salvation is not emphasized. 
79. My hope in God, against all odds, is inspiring to others. 
80. Everything I own is Christ’s: therefore, I invite him to direct my generous giving. 
81. I would rather work in behind-the-scene than have my work recognized publicly. 
82. People welcome my invitations and look forward to the next time. 
83. I take prayer requests from others and consistently pray for them. 
84. I am approached by people who seek my perspective on a particular passage or biblical truth. 
85. I can motivate others to perform to the best of their abilities. 
86. I have a desire to visit prisons and rest-homes in order to minister comfort and hope. 
87. I am more interested in saying the right thing than making people feel good. 
88. I feel that I am responsible to help protect weak Christians from dangerous influences. 
89. I reflect on my own life so that I can learn to help others to grow and know what to expect. 
90. God uses me to bring clarity to other believers when they are uncertain what to do. 

 
 
 
 

But earnestly desire the greater gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:31)   
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· The next column of questions is a self-rating of God-placed desire to exercise a particular gift.  
Unfortunately, this can often be detected by "vain imaginings" surrounding fantasies of exercising the 
gift. These fantasies of self-glory must be repented of before the gift will be actuated by the Holy 
Spirit. God will not share His glory. We should use our imaginations to think about how to give God 
the glory if/when the Holy Spirit gives us an increased measure of a particular gift. In any case, dreams 
and desires can be useful clues to the reality of a latent gift. Rate your relative agreement from 0 to 5. 

 
91. I dream of coordinating the gifts of others so that the church will be more effective. 
92. I dream of going to some group of people who have never heard about salvation through Jesus. 
93. I dream of honoring God with my form of artistic expression. 
94. I dream that I could help those who are confused about teachings, spirits, and events.  
95. I dream of speaking words of hope that God will confirm in others by the Holy Spirit. 
96. I dream of winning many souls to Christ. 
97. I dream that I will be stronger than others when persecution comes.  
98. I dream of being used of God to anonymously meet someone's financial or material need. 
99. I dream that I will experience the presence of God by serving others.  
100. I dream of creating a safe and comfortable environment where people can connect, and 

relationships develop. 
101. I dream of people relieved of burdens because I prayed. 
102. I dream that God will give me the knowledge needed to help at just the right moment. 
103.  I dream of being first to lead the way in finding new ways to accomplish a task. 
104.  I dream of being used of God to relieve people’s suffering. 
105.  I dream of God speaking through me in a powerful way.  
106.  I dream of guiding people toward spiritual transformation. 
107. I dream of teaching God's Word so as to inspire others to greater obedience to the Word. 
108. I dream of being used of God to help people know what God's will is. 

 
 
· What gifts are lacking among the believer's you know? You may be surprised at how differently people 

perceive these needs. This can be a useful clue as to what problems God wants you to solve by allowing 
the Holy Spirit to give you grace. What requirement has God put on your heart to meet? Rate from 0 to 5 
the relative intensity of need in the Body of Christ from your perspective. 

 
109. We need to be more effective in the way we do things. 
110. We need more people to take what we have and go out as missionaries or church planters 
111. We need to experience more art forms in our worship. 
112. We lack discernment in identifying unclean spirits, the flesh, and false teaching.  
113. We need more encouragement to do the right things. 
114. We aren't spending enough time trying to win souls to Christ. 
115. We need more examples of faith that has stood the test of adversity. 
116. We have un-met, real financial and material needs among us and that shouldn’t be so. 
117. We lack people willing to humbly serve others to glorify God. 
118. We need more people to warmly welcome new people. 
119. We need more people to earnestly pray. 
120. We need the gift of divine knowledge to make up for our deficiencies.  
121. We need someone to take the first step in leading the way to where we’re going. 
122. We lack compassion for the hurts, pains, and struggles of people. 
123. We need more preaching against sin and of the coming judgment. 
124. We need more people who are willing to guide the spiritually newborn to spiritual maturity. 
125. We need more, and better teaching. 
126. We need wisdom from above to know what God would have us do next. 

 
 
 

 
…the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:7) 
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LIFE 301 
GIFTS ASSESSMENT RESULTS    FOR:           
 
1. For this test to be helpful, do not respond on the basis of what you think you ought to say, but rather on 

the basis of your interest and experience. Do not let modesty hinder you from answering honestly. 
  
  0 - The statement is not relevant to my experience, or not true of me 
  1 - Not quite zero, but close 
  2 - Only a slight response  
  3 - Medium or moderate response 
  4 - Greater than average response 
  5 - Strong agreement with statement 
 
     I Dream Of We Need Spiritual Gift Totals 
1 19 37 55 73 91 109 A  

2 20 38 56 74 92 110 B  

3 21 39 57 75 93 111 C  

4 22 40 58 76 94 112 D  

5 23 41 59 77 95 113 E  

6 24 42 60 78 96 114 F  

7 25 43 61 79 97 115 G  

8 26 44 62 80 98 116 H  

9 27 45 63 81 99 117 I  

10 28 46 64 82 100 118 J  

11 29 47 65 83 101 119 K  

12 30 48 66 84 102 120 L  

13 31 49 67 85 103 121 M  

14 32 50 68 86 104 122 N  

15 33 51 69 87 105 123 O  

16 34 52 70 88 106 124 P  

17 35 53 71 89 107 125 Q  

18 36 54 72 90 108 126 R  

 
2. Respond to all of the statements, using a pencil to write your answer in the appropriate box. 
 
3. Next, add the scores in each horizontal line and place the total in the far-right column. Since some 

people tend to respond more conservatively than others, the important thing is the relative scores. 
Highlight or check the five highest scores, taking note of the highest value.  

 
4. AFTER completing this assessment, look at The KEY to this assessment on the next page. Next to 

your highest scores, write in the specific spiritual gift next to the appropriate letter.  
 

Remember… 
 
• Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 

accordance with the measure of faith God has given you…. We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
to us. (Romans 12:3 & 6) 

 
• Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms. (1 Peter 4:10)  
 
• For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God... (Tim. 1:6) 
 
• Luke 19:12-27 (Read from the NIV the parable of the talents). 
              
NOTE: The gift definitions are adapted from Saddleback’s “301” C.L.A.S.S. and influenced by Willow Creek’s Network 
class. The questions in the Spiritual Gifts Assessment reflect those adaptations and are based in part on K. C. 
Kinghorn's Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts. The gift table and test format are derived and adapted from Kinghorn's 
Gifts of the Spirit. WC/je 2005. 
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The KEY 

A = ADMINISTRATION 
B = APOSTLESHIP 
C = CREATIVE EXPRESSION 
D = DISCERNMENT 
E = ENCOURAGEMENT & EXHORTATION 
F = EVANGELISM 
G = FAITH 
H = GIVING 
I = HELPS & SERVICE 
J = HOSPITALITY 
K = INTERCESSION 
L = KNOWLEDGE 
M = LEADERSHIP 
N = MERCY 
O = PROPHECY & PREACHING 
P = SHEPHERDING & PASTORING 
Q = TEACHING 
R = WISDOM 
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