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Who is the Holy Spirit?

Jesus taught us about the Spirit:

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 
will bear witness about me.”  Jn 15:26



“And I will ask the Father and he will give 
you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. But you know him, for he 
lives with you and will be in you.” Jn  14:16

“It is for your good that I am going away.  
Unless I go away, the Counselor will not 
come to you.” Jn 16:7    



What does the Holy Spirit do?

He points to and glorifies Jesus, assures 
us of the Father’s care and love, brings 
us into personal relationship with God, 
and transforms our character. 



•Convicts us of sin and wakes up a heartfelt 
recognition to our sinful condition apart 
from God   Jn 16: 8-11

•Regenerates us - gives us a new birth and 
divine nature as a child of God – so that 
instead of being dead because of sin we 
are now alive to God    Titus 3:5, Eph 2:1-3, 2 Pet 1:4, 
Rom 6:3-11

•Baptizes us, joining us into a united body 
with all believers  1 Cor 12:13, Rom 8:9 



•Fills us so that we are under his influence 
and can respond to his direction 
Eph 5:18, Gal 5:22-23

•Empowers us by giving us divine strength 
and capacity beyond our own abilities    
Acts 4:8, 31, Acts 13:9-10

•Assures us of the truth that we belong to 
God     Rom 8:16, 1 John 3:24



•Teaches us what we need to know and 
understand about God’s truth and then 
assists us to apply it   John 16:13-14, 1 John 2:27

•Prays for and with us as we try to find 
words to express our needs and longings  
Rom 8:26-27, Eph 2:18

•Gives us gifts that enable us to serve and 
engage others as we do the work of God   
1 Cor 12:1-11



In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times 
and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, 
and through whom also he made the 
universe. 

Heb 1:1-3



These things I have spoken to you while 
I am still with you. But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that 
I have said to you.  

Jn 14:25-27



I have much more to say to you, more than 
you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth. He will not speak on his own; he 
will speak only what he hears, and he will 
tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify 
me because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to you.   

Jn 16:12-14



“It is possible to read the Bible from a number of 
different angles and for various purposes without 
dealing with God as God has revealed himself, 
without setting ourselves under the authority of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who is 
alive and present in everything we do and are. To 
put it bluntly, not everyone who gets interested in 
the Bible and even gets excited by the Bible 
wants to get involved with God.”  

Eugene Peterson, Eat This Book    



 Bring us into unending relationship with God
 Help us understand the great freedom of living 

in God’s forgiveness
 Give us strength to make good choices
 Encourage us
 Comfort us
 Transform us to look like Jesus
 Tell us that God loves us and will never leave us
 Teach us to love others like that



This is what the Sovereign Lord says to 
the people of Israel: “ I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your impurities and 
from all your idols. I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and 
give you a heart of flesh.



And I will put My Spirit in you and move 
you to follow my decrees and be careful 
to keep my laws. Then you will live in 
the land I gave your ancestors; you will 
be my people, and I will be your God. I 
will save you from all your uncleanness.”   

Ezekiel 36:25-29



“God encourages us to become more open and 
available to Him by providing an awareness of 
His loving presence, both in formal prayer and 
in the prayer of daily life.  As we experience 
God’s love, we gain new insight into how 
spiritually and emotionally wounded we are and 
why we have such difficulty loving and being 
loved freely.  In this growing intimacy, God 
performs spiritual surgery. 



Our heart, the center of our being, has 
been distorted by sin and wounded by 
life’s experiences… and so God has to
begin the lifelong process of recreating 
the heart so that we can have the freedom 
to receive His love fully and return it 
unconditionally.  This transformation of the 
heart is both a prerequisite and an 
outcome of deepening intimacy with God.” 



Do we want answers apart from his 
authority or his influence?  

Do we want quick fixes to our dilemmas?   
Do we tell him how to act?   
Do we really want relational intimacy?
Are we completely open to what it is he 

might say? (because that, as we all know, 
can be scary) 



I will make you clean from all the things 
that imprison you. I will give you a new 
heart of hope and freedom, and put a 
new spirit—My Spirit of love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness 
and self-control in you. You will be mine, 
and I will be your God. I will save you 
from all that hurts you, and I will lead 
you into goodness.


