


“After Easter”  |  1 Corinthians 15



• So what?
• How does that knowledge impact our life 

now?  
• How does the resurrection influence the 

practicalities and choices of how we do 
life?  

• How does the reality of the resurrection 
not only change our future—giving 
assurance of eternal life—but our today?  



. 1 Cor 15: 14-20, 58 NIV   (selected verses)

“ … if Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your faith.   
… if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins. If only for this life we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all people most to 
be pitied.



But Christ has indeed been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.

58  Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work 
of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain.



”Now, let me ask you something 
profound yet troubling. If you became 
believers because you trusted the 
proclamation that Christ is alive, risen 
from the dead, how can you let people 
say that there is no such thing as a 
resurrection? If there’s no resurrection, 
there’s no living Christ. 



And face it—if there’s no resurrection for 
Christ, everything we’ve told you is smoke 
and mirrors, and everything you’ve staked 
your life on is smoke and mirrors. Not only 
that, but we would be guilty of telling a 
string of barefaced lies about God, all these 
affidavits we passed on to you verifying 
that God raised up Christ—sheer 
fabrications, if there’s no resurrection.



If corpses can’t be raised, then Christ 
wasn’t, because he was indeed dead. 
And if Christ weren’t raised, then all 
you’re doing is wandering about in the 
dark, as lost as ever.   
If all we get out of Christ is a little 

inspiration for a few short years, we’re a 
pretty sorry lot.



But the truth is that Christ has been 
raised up, the first in a long legacy of 
those who are going to leave the 
cemeteries.

57-58 …….in a single victorious stroke of 
Life, —sin, guilt, death—are gone, the 
gift of our Master, Jesus Christ. Thank 
God!



With all this going for us, my dear, dear 
friends, stand your ground. And don’t 
hold back. Throw yourselves into the 
work of the Master, confident that 
nothing you do for him is a waste of 
time or effort.



Real-time applications of the 
resurrection: 

1.  The resurrection gives us HOPE.  



Be like those who through faith and 
patience will receive what God has 
promised.
God wanted to prove that his promise 
was true to those who would get what 
he promised. And he wanted them to 
understand clearly that his purposes 
never change, so he made an oath. 



God cannot lie … These things 
encourage us who came to God for 
safety. They give us strength to hold 
on to the hope we have been 
given. We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, sure and strong. It 
enters behind the curtain in the Most 
Holy Place in heaven, where Jesus has 
gone ahead of us and for us.

Heb 6:12-20 NCV



Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil 
or fade. 1 Peter 1:3,4  NIV



Brothers and sisters, we do not want 
you to be uninformed about those 
who sleep in death, so that you do not 
grieve like the rest of mankind, who 
have no hope.   



We believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, and that it will be the same 
for those who have died in Jesus… 
Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 

1 Thess 4:13-14, 18 NIV, NJB 



Real-time applications of the 
resurrection: 

1.The resurrection gives us HOPE 

2.The resurrection makes us God’s 
Kingdom Community 



“People who believe in the 
resurrection… celebrate and proclaim 
Jesus as not only risen from the dead 
but also as the one who has thereby 
been installed as Lord of the whole 
world.   The world has been turned 
upside down: that’s what Easter is all 
about.



It isn’t a matter of waiting until God 
eventually does something different at 
the end of time. God has brought his 
future, his putting-the-world to rights 
future, into the present. That’s what 
we pray for every time we say the 
Lord’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.”” 



God’s new world of justice and joy, of 
hope for the whole earth, was 
launched when Jesus came out of the 
tomb on Easter morning,



and he calls his followers to live in 
him by the power of his Spirit to be 
new-creation people here and now, 
bringing signs and symbols of the 
kingdom to birth on earth as in 
heaven.”  



“

“Very truly I say to you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works that I 
do; and greater works than these will 
he do because I am going to the 
Father.”  John 14:12



“I tell you the truth, it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you.”  John 16:7



“All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” Mathew 28:18 



“Jesus’ resurrection is the final piece 
that sets the gospel in motion and 
creates the Christian life.  Everything 
necessary for the Christian life is now 
laid out before us and put into action in 
us.



The way we live our lives, the impulses 
and desires we have to get in on what 
God is doing is activated now by Jesus’ 
resurrection.
…This is the kind of living we designate 
as holy living in the holy community.  A 
resurrection life.”

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, 
Eugene Peterson



Real-time applications of the 
resurrection: 

1.The resurrection gives us HOPE 

2.The resurrection makes us God’s 
Kingdom Community 

3.The resurrection brings the power of 
the Holy Spirit



“… if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies because 
of his Spirit who lives in you. For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons and daughters of God.”

Romans 8: 11, 14 NIV



“You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.”        Acts 1:8



“On the evening of that first day of the 
week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” 



After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! 
As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” 



And with that he breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  

John 20:19-22



“Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain.”

1 Cor 15:58



Phil 3:10-11

“I want to know Christ and the 
power of the resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, and so, somehow, to attain 
to the resurrection of the dead.”
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