
Gideon: Part 1





11 The angel of the Lord came and sat 
down under the oak in Ophrah that 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where 
his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a 
winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 
12 When the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Gideon, he said, 
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”



13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, 
“but if the Lord is with us, why has all this 
happened to us? Where are all his 
wonders that our ancestors told us about 
when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us 
up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has 
abandoned us and given us into the hand 
of Midian.”



14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in 
the strength you have and save Israel out of 
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, 
“but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my family.”
16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, 
and you will strike down all the Midianites, 
leaving none alive.” —Judges 6:11-16



7:1 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that 
is, Gideon) and all his men camped at 
the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian 
was north of them in the valley near the 
hill of Moreh. 
2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too 
many men. I cannot deliver Midian into 
their hands, or Israel would boast against 
me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ 



3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone 
who trembles with fear may turn back 
and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-
two thousand men left, while ten 
thousand remained.



4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are 
still too many men. Take them down to the 
water, and I will thin them out for you there. 
If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall 
go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with 
you,’ he shall not go.”



5 So Gideon took the men down to the 
water. There the Lord told him, “Separate 
those who lap the water with their 
tongues as a dog laps from those who 
kneel down to drink.” 
6 Three hundred of them drank from 
cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the 
rest got down on their knees to drink.



7 The Lord said to Gideon, 
“With the three hundred men that lapped 
I will save you and give the Midianites into 
your hands. Let all the others go home.”
8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites 
home but kept the three hundred, who 
took over the provisions and trumpets of 
the others.

—Judges 7:1-8 



Gideon

Can people change?



1 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, and for seven years he gave them 
into the hands of the Midianites.

—Judges 6:1



1 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, and for seven years he gave them 
into the hands of the Midianites.
2 Because the power of Midian was so 
oppressive, the Israelites prepared 
shelters for themselves in mountain 
clefts, caves and strongholds.

—Judges 6:1-2



6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that 
they cried out to the Lord for help.

—Judges 6:6



11 The angel of the Lord came and sat 
down under the oak in Ophrah that 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where 
his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a 
winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 
12 When the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Gideon, he said, 
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”

—Judges 6:11-12



13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, 
“but if the Lord is with us, why has all 
this happened to us? Where are all his 
wonders that our ancestors told us 
about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord 
bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the 
Lord has abandoned us and given us 
into the hand of Midian.”

—Judges 6:13



14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in 
the strength you have and save Israel out of 
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, 
“but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my family.”
16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, 
and you will strike down all the Midianites, 
leaving none alive.” —Judges 6:14-16



…Tear down your father’s altar to Baal 
and cut down the Asherah pole beside 
it. 26 Then build a proper kind of altar 
to the Lord your God…

—Judges 6:25b-26



34 But the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon, 
and he sounded the trumpet, and the 
Abiezrites were called out to follow him.

—Judges 6:34



God, Give Me A Sign

“Laying out a fleece.”



36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel 
by my hand as you have promised—
37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the 
threshing floor. If there is dew only on the 
fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will 
know that you will save Israel by my hand, 
as you said.”



38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose 
early the next day; he squeezed the fleece 
and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water.



39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be 
angry with me. Let me make just one more 
request. Allow me one more test with the 
fleece, but this time make the fleece dry 
and let the ground be covered with dew.” 
40 That night God did so. Only the fleece 
was dry; all the ground was covered with 
dew.

—Judges 6:36-40



God, Give Me A Sign

“Laying out a fleece.”



36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel 
by my hand as you have promised—
37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the 
threshing floor. If there is dew only on the 
fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will 
know that you will save Israel by my hand, 
as you said.”

—Judges 6:36-37



39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be 
angry with me. Let me make just one more 
request. Allow me one more test with the 
fleece, but this time make the fleece dry 
and let the ground be covered with dew.” 
40 That night God did so. Only the fleece 
was dry; all the ground was covered with 
dew.

—Judges 6:39-40



2 The Lord said to Gideon, 
“You have too many men. I cannot 
deliver Midian into their hands, or 
Israel would boast against me, ‘My 
own strength has saved me.’ 

—Judges 7:2



3 Now announce to the army, 
‘Anyone who trembles with fear may 
turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” 
So twenty-two thousand men left, 
while ten thousand remained.

—Judges 7:3



4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are 
still too many men. Take them down to 
the water, and I will thin them out for you 
there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ 
he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not 
go with you,’ he shall not go.”

—Judges 7:4



5 So Gideon took the men down to the 
water. There the Lord told him, “Separate 
those who lap the water with their 
tongues as a dog laps from those who 
kneel down to drink.” 
6 Three hundred of them drank from 
cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the 
rest got down on their knees to drink.

—Judges 7:5-6



7 The Lord said to Gideon, 
“With the three hundred men that lapped 
I will save you and give the Midianites into 
your hands. Let all the others go home.”
8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites 
home but kept the three hundred, who 
took over the provisions and trumpets of 
the others.

—Judges 7:7-8 



2 The Lord said to Gideon, 
“You have too many men. I cannot 
deliver Midian into their hands, or 
Israel would boast against me, ‘My 
own strength has saved me.’ 

—Judges 7:2



“The proud person wants to do the 
right thing but because he wants to do 
it in is own strength, he is fighting not 
with man, but with God.”

—Soren Kierkegaard



9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” 

—2 Corinthians 12:9a



“You may be honored in life, remembered by 
monuments set up in your honor, but God 
will say to you, ‘You unhappy person. Why 
did you not choose the better path? Confess 
your weakness and face it.’ Perhaps just in 
this weakness God will meet you and come 
to your aid.  
For this much is certain: the greatest thing 
each of us can do is give himself to God, 
utterly and unconditionally - weakness, 
fears and all.” —Soren Kierkegaard



20 The three companies blew the 
trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping 
the torches in their left hands and holding 
in their right hands the trumpets they 
were to blow, they shouted, 
“A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”

—Judges 7:20



Gideon

How can people change?
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