
Samson



Christianity has always thrived under 
persecution for then it has no lukewarm 
professors. But there is no persecution in 
England at this time. The entire nation is 
officially Christian—a lukewarm faith that 
thrills no one and challenges no one.

—William Wilburforce



1 These are the nations the Lord left to 
test all those Israelites who had not 
experienced any of the wars in Canaan

—Judges 3:1



4 They were left to test the Israelites 
to see whether they would obey the 
Lord’s commands, which he had given 
their ancestors through Moses.

—Judges 3:4



God intends to test our faith 
amidst our culture.



1 Again the Israelites did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord, so the Lord delivered 
them into the hands of the Philistines 
for forty years.

—Judges 13:1



9 The Philistines went up and camped 
in Judah, spreading out near Lehi. 
10 The people of Judah asked, 
“Why have you come to fight us?”
“We have come to take Samson 
prisoner,” they answered, “to do to 
him as he did to us.”



11 Then three thousand men from 
Judah went down to the cave in the 
rock of Etam and said to Samson, 
“Don’t you realize that the Philistines 
are rulers over us? What have you 
done to us?”
He answered, “I merely did to them 
what they did to me.”



12 They said to him, 
“We’ve come to tie you up and 
hand you over to the Philistines.”
Samson said, “Swear to me that 
you won’t kill me yourselves.”



13 “Agreed,” they answered. “We will 
only tie you up and hand you over 
to them. We will not kill you.” 
So they bound him with two new 
ropes and led him up from the rock. 

—Judges 15:9-13



11 Then three thousand men from 
Judah went down to the cave in 
the rock of Etam and said to 
Samson, 
“Don’t you realize that the 
Philistines are rulers over us? 
What have you done to us?”

—Judges 15:11



There is no such thing as harmonious 
co-existence between the church and 

the world, for where there is no conflict 
it is because the world has taken over.

—Michael Wilcock



Being an authentic Christian ought 
to bring us into conflict with this culture.



11 Jesus is
“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,

which has become the 
cornerstone.’
12 Salvation is found in no one else, 
for there is no other name under 
heaven given to mankind by which 
we must be saved.” —Acts 4:11-12



1 Again the Israelites did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord, so the Lord delivered 
them into the hands of the Philistines 
for forty years.

—Judges 13:1



2 When he returned, he said to his 
father and mother, 
“I have seen a Philistine woman in 
Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.”
[…] Samson said to his father, 
“Get her for me. She’s the right one 
for me.”

—Judges 14:2,3b



God loves you.
God is on your side.

God is coming after you.
He is relentless.



4 (His parents did not know that this 
was from the Lord, who was seeking 
an occasion to confront the 
Philistines; for at that time they were 
ruling over Israel.)

—Judges 14:4



23 This man was handed over to you 
by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the 
help of wicked men, put him to death 
by nailing him to the cross.

—Acts 2:23



4 (His parents did not know that this 
was from the Lord, who was seeking 
an occasion to confront the 
Philistines; for at that time they were 
ruling over Israel.)

—Judges 14:4



We are finally free when our heart 
is captivated by the grace 
of the One who was bound 

and handed over for our sin.



Samson


