
Surrendered Servants



“What were you arguing about on the 
road?” But they kept quiet because on 
the way they had argued about who 
was the greatest.

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve 
and said, “Anyone who wants to be first 
must be the very last, and the servant 
of all.”     Mark 9:33-35 



“Jesus said to them, “Whoever wants to 
become great among you must serve the 
rest of you like a servant. 

Whoever wants to become the first 
among you must serve all of you. In the 
same way, the Son of Man did not come to 
be served.  He came to serve others and to 
give his life as a ransom for many people.”
Mark 10;43-45 , NCV 



The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority 
over them call themselves 
benefactors.
But you are not to be like that. 



Instead, the greatest among you should 
be like the youngest and the one who 
rules like the one who serves. For who 
is greater, the one who is at the table 
or the one who serves? Is it not the one 
who is at the table? But I am among 
you as one who serves.”            

Luke 22: 25-27



Temporal World Kingdom
• is self-sighted and based on 
contractual conditions – what works 
for us. 

• is narrow and limited in perspective 
because its focus is on what is visible 
and controllable. 

• is founded on self and meeting 
needs.



God’s Eternal Kingdom

• is God-sighted.  
• is based on God’s trustworthiness and 
character.  

• is eternal and unlimited because it’s focus 
is on what is invisible and uncontrollable. 

• is founded in trust and hope, and on the 
power and loving relational reality of God 
Himself.



Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had 
come from God and was returning to 
God; so he got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 
with the towel that was wrapped 
around him.

John 13:-3-5



Jesus knew that the Father had put 
all things under his power, and that 
he had come from God and was 
returning to God



Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end

John 13:1



“For who is greater, the one who is at 
the table or the one who serves? Is it 
not the one who is at the table? But I 
am among you as one who serves     

Luke 22:27

A dispute also arose among them, as to 
which of them was to be regarded as 
the greatest. Luke 22:24



“Do you understand what I have 
done for you?” he asked them. “You 
call me Teacher and Lord, and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now 
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet.



I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for 
you. Very truly I tell you, no servant 
is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. Now that you know 
these things, you will be blessed if 
you do them.”  

John 13:12-17



Servanthood 
is way of God-Kingdom living in 
this world that attaches us to 
Jesus as Lord and Teacher.   It is a 
continuing response to God that 
allows His power and love to be 
seen.



Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit, but in humility consider 
others better than yourselves. Each of 
you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Your attitude should be the 
same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, 
being in the very nature God, ...made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature 
of a servant. Phil 2:3-5



“For none of us lives for ourselves 
alone, and none of us dies for 
ourselves alone.

If we live, we live for the Lord; and if 
we die, we die for the Lord. So, 
whether we live or die, we belong to 
the Lord.”

Romans: 14:7-8 NIV 



Or do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body.”  

1 Cor 6: 19-20  ESV



Paul says:  
“So here is how you should think of 
us. We serve Christ.

We are trusted with the mysteries 
God has shown us. Those who have 
been given a trust must prove that 
they are faithful.” 1 Cor 4:1-2  NIRV 



1. Do you serve your own interests 
or agendas under the guise

of Christian “rightness”? 



1. Do you serve your own interests or 
agendas under the guise of Christian 
“rightness”? 

2.  How do you feel about the 
Christian truth that you are not your 
own? 



1. Do you serve your own interests or 
agendas under the guise of Christian 
“rightness”? 

2. How do you feel about the 
Christian truth that you are not 
your own? 

3. What gets in the way of you being 
a servant?



Father, grow in us the desire and 
capacity to be servants.  Change 
our attitudes.  Fill us with Your love. 
Help us live in this world as 
servants, so Your Kingdom will 
come.  In the name of Jesus, who 
teaches us servanthood and loves 
us to the end.



Surrendered Servants
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