
Transforming Prayer



“We tend to think of prayer as 
something we need to do in order to 
produce the results we believe are 
needed or, rather, to get God to 
produce the results. […]  We are 
interested in knowing what works and 
developing the skills that will ensure 
that our prayers are effective. 



“As a result, our prayer tends to be a 
shopping list of things to be accom-
plished, an attempt to manipulate the 
symptoms of our lives without entering 
into a deep, vital, transforming
relationship with God…

—Robert Mulholland



9 To some who were confident of 
their own righteousness and looked 
down on everyone else, Jesus told 
this parable: 
10 “Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. 



11 The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am 
not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like 
this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.’



13 “But the tax collector stood at a 
distance. He would not even look 
up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’



14 “I tell you that this man, rather 
than the other, went home justified 
before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will 
be exalted.”

—Luke 18:9-14



11 The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am 
not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like 
this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.’

—Luke 18:11-12



14 “I tell you that this man, rather 
than the other, went home justified 
before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will 
be exalted.”

—Luke 18:14



9 To some who were confident of 
their own righteousness and looked 
down on everyone else, Jesus told 
this parable: 

—Luke 18:9



13 “But the tax collector stood at a 
distance. He would not even look 
up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’

—Luke 18:13



17 My sacrifice, O God, 
is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart,
you, God, will not despise.

—Psalm 51:17



13 “But the tax collector stood at a 
distance. He would not even look 
up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’

—Luke 18:13



1 Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things. 



3 For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.

—Colossians 3:1-4



1 Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 

—Colossians 3:1



3 For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. 

—Colossians 3:3



4 When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.

—Colossians 3:4



16 Let us then approach God’s throne 
of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.

—Hebrews 4:16



26 In the same way, the Spirit helps 
us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans.

—Romans 8:26



28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why 
couldn’t we drive it out?”
29 He replied, “This kind can come 
out only by prayer.”

—Mark 9:28-29



“Prayer is the act by which the 
people of God become incorporated 
into the presence and action of God 
in the world.”

—Robert Mulholland



1 Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 

—Colossians 3:1



Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,



as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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