
Building on the Rock | Luke 6:46-49



“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,' and do not do 
what I say? As for everyone who comes to me and 
hears my words and puts them into practice, I will 
show you what they are like. They are like a man 
building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent 
struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. But the one who hears my words and does 
not put them into practice is like a man who built a 
house on the ground without a foundation. The 
moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and 
its destruction was complete.” Luke 6:46-49 (NIV)
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• The builders in this parable are the people 
listening to Jesus. 

• The houses represent the lives of those people. 
• What reveals whether the house is built on a 

foundation or not was a flood. 
• Putting His words into practice is what Jesus was 

looking for and working for in His disciples. 
• The Point: Knowing about Jesus and 

following Jesus are not the same thing. 





The transforming love of Jesus is not 
seen so much in what we know about it 
but in how we practice what we know. 



Jesus taught that his disciples would be 
recognized by their fruit.
Luke 6:43-45 (NIV) “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does 
a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own 
fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes 
from briers. A good man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out 
of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what 
the heart is full of.



Jesus taught that his disciples would be 
recognized by their fruit.
John 15:2-4 (NIV) He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, 
and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless 
you remain in me.



Jesus’ chief criticism of the Pharisees was not 
their doctrine, but on their failure to correctly live 
out their doctrine in relationship.
Matthew 23:1-4 (NIV) Then Jesus said to the crowds and to 
his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit 
in Moses’ seat. So you must obey them and do everything 
they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not 
practice what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put 
them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing 
to lift a finger to move them.



“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment 
greater than these.”



“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in 
saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To love 
him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with 
all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 
more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Mark 12:29-34 
(NIV) 



Perhaps Jesus’ strongest statements of this truth 
are in Matthew 7:21-23 and 25:41-46.
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your 
name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I 
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’



Perhaps Jesus’ strongest statements of this truth 
are in Matthew 7:21-23 and 25:41-46.
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with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his demons. For I was hungry, and you didn’t 
feed me. 
I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. I was a 
stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was 
naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in 
prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 



Perhaps Jesus’ strongest statements of this truth 
are in Matthew 7:21-23 and 25:41-46.
“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and not help you?’ 
“And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused 
to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were 
refusing to help me.’ 
“And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous will go into eternal life.”



We are afraid 
we will mess up.





Does the community we are cultivating in our 
homes, and here at West Church incarnate 
Jesus’ teaching?
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