
PATIENCE



Galatians 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 



What is 
patience?
• The word in the Greek    

is literally translated 
“long-suffering.” 
• Patience means to be 

able to suffer the 
failures, short comings, 
idiosyncrasies, and 
sinful behavior of others 
without getting angry 
or upset at them.



• Paul is not 
saying that the 
person with 
spiritual 
patience is a 
doormat for 
abuse.
• Paul is not 
saying that a 
person with 
spiritual 
patience is 
going to always 
remain silent 
when they are 
suffering or see 
others suffering. 



Why is patience a fruit of the 
Spirit?
•One of the main jobs of the 
Spirit can be summed up as 
growing God’s own character 
in us. 
•Creating in us the conviction 
that the fruit of the Spirit is 
good, right, and desirable, 
beautiful even; and secondly 
along with that conviction, 
seeing the value of having 
those qualities ourselves. 



Why is patience a fruit of the 
Spirit?
• Seeing the beauty of God’s 
character we see the 
characteristics that are counter 
to them, as undesirable and 
ugly, as things that need given 
up, uprooted, and removed. 
• The Spirit works in us and with 
us to change so that we exhibit 
the same fruit we see in the life 
of Jesus with one another. 



The Point
God is working to 

grow patience in us.
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Scripture on patience:
• 1 Corinthians 13:4, love is patient. 
•Ephesians 4:2, be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love.
•Colossians 3:12, Therefore, as God's chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with…patience.
• 1 Thessalonians 5:14, And we urge you, 
brothers and sisters…be patient with everyone.



God is going to bring us to situations where that quality can be 
practiced.



PATIENCE


