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3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and 
headed for Tarshish. He went down to 
Joppa, where he found a ship bound for 
that port. After paying the fare, he went 
aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee 
from the Lord. 

—Jonah 1:3



17 Now the Lord provided a huge fish 
to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in 
the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights.

—Jonah 1:17



10 And the Lord commanded the fish, and 
it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

—Jonah 2:10



1 Then the word of the Lord came to 
Jonah a second time: 
2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
proclaim to it the message I give you.”

—Jonah 3:1-2



3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord 
and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was 
a very large city; it took three days to 
go through it. 
4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey 
into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more 
days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

—Jonah 3:3-4



10 When God saw what they did and 
how they turned from their evil ways, he 
relented and did not bring on them the 
destruction he had threatened.

—Jonah 3:10



Big Idea

It’s never too late to change.
God is ready to receive you today 

no matter who you are 
and what you’ve done.



4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey 
into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more 
days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

—Jonah 3:4



2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I 
said, Lord, when I was still at home? That 
is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious 
and compassionate God, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity.

—Jonah 4:2



Jonah’s Problem

“He had just failed at a religious job. 
He had predicted the destruction of 
Nineveh, and it didn’t happen. His 
competence as prophet was now in 
question, and he blamed God.”

—Eugene Peterson
Under The Unpredictable Plant



2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I 
said, Lord, when I was still at home? That 
is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious 
and compassionate God, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity.

—Jonah 4:2



1 But to Jonah this seemed very 
wrong, and he became angry.

—Jonah 4:1



4 But the Lord replied, 
“Is it right for you to be angry?”

5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at 
a place east of the city. There he made 
himself a shelter, sat in its shade and 
waited to see what would happen to 
the city.



6 Then the Lord God provided a leafy 
plant and made it grow up over Jonah 
to give shade for his head to ease his 
discomfort, and Jonah was very happy 
about the plant. 
7 But at dawn the next day God 
provided a worm, which chewed the 
plant so that it withered. 



8 When the sun rose, God provided a 
scorching east wind, and the sun blazed 
on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. 
He wanted to die, and said, “It would be 
better for me to die than to live.”

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for 
you to be angry about the plant?”



“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I 
were dead.”

10 But the Lord said, “You have been 
concerned about this plant, though you 
did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang 
up overnight and died overnight.



11 And should I not have concern for the 
great city of Nineveh, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left—and also 
many animals?”

—Jonah 4:4-11



28 “The older brother became angry and 
refused to go in. So his father went out 
and pleaded with him. 
29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All 
these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you 
never gave me even a young goat so I 
could celebrate with my friends. 



30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!’

—Luke 15:28-30



8 When the sun rose, God provided a 
scorching east wind, and the sun blazed 
on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. 
He wanted to die, and said, “It would be 
better for me to die than to live.”

—Jonah 4:8



11 And should I not have concern for 
the great city of Nineveh, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who cannot tell their 
right hand from their left—and also 
many animals?”

—Jonah 4:11



9 But God said to Jonah, 
“Is it right for you to be angry about 
the plant?”

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish 
I were dead.”

—Jonah 4:9





“Jonah, at the moment we see him in 
angry argument with God at the edge 
of Nineveh, appears to be practiced 
in communication.

He told the Ninevites what to do, and 
now he is telling God what to do.



But there is more to language than 
stating the score.  There is story to be 
learned and told, the use of words that 
develops communion.  If Jonah is going 
to get beyond his sulk and develop as a 
pastor in Nineveh, he is going to have to 
acquire the language of communion.”

—Eugene Peterson



42 He went away a second time and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible 
for this cup to be taken away unless I 
drink it, may your will be done.”

—Matthew 26:42



34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, 
everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

—John 8:34



41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.”
42 He went away a second time and prayed, 
“My Father, if it is not possible for this cup 
to be taken away unless I drink it, may your 
will be done.”
43 When he came back, he again found 
them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. —Matthew 26:41-43



45 I will walk about in freedom,
for I have sought out your precepts.

—Psalm 119:45



42 He went away a second time and prayed, 
“My Father, if it is not possible for this cup 
to be taken away unless I drink it, may your 
will be done.”
43 When he came back, he again found 
them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy.
44 So he left them and went away once 
more and prayed the third time, saying the 
same thing. —Matthew 26:42-44



Big Idea

Jonah obeyed reluctantly, and was 
angry about the outcome.

Jesus obeyed willingly, because you and 
I do not – so that we could rejoice with 
Him in the outcome.



“The Bible tells us to love our 
neighbors, and also to love our 
enemies; probably because they 
are generally the same people.”

—G.K. Chesterton



8 But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.

—Romans 5:8
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