
Judges 1 & 2



1 After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked 
the Lord, “Who of us is to go up first to fight 
against the Canaanites?”
2 The Lord answered, “Judah shall go up; I have 
given the land into their hands.”
3 The men of Judah then said to the Simeonites
their fellow Israelites, “Come up with us into 
the territory allotted to us, to fight against the 
Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into 
yours.” So the Simeonites went with them.



4 When Judah attacked, the Lord gave the 
Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands, and 
they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. 
5 It was there that they found Adoni-Bezek and 
fought against him, putting to rout the 
Canaanites and Perizzites. 
6 Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased him and 
caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big toes.
7 Then Adoni-Bezek said, 



“Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes 
cut off have picked up scraps under my table. 
Now God has paid me back for what I did to 
them.” 
They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died 
there.

—Judges 1:1-7



19 The Lord was with the men of Judah. They 
took possession of the hill country, but they 
were unable to drive the people from the plains, 
because they had chariots fitted with iron. 
20 As Moses had promised, Hebron was given to 
Caleb, who drove from it the three sons of Anak. 
21 The Benjamites, however, did not drive out the 
Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this 
day the Jebusites live there with the Benjamites.

—Judges 1:19-21



27 But Manasseh did not drive out the people 
of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or 
Megiddo and their surrounding settlements, 
for the Canaanites were determined to live 
in that land. 
28 When Israel became strong, they pressed 
the Canaanites into forced labor but never 
drove them out completely. 

—Judges 1:27-28



2:1 The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to 
Bokim and said, 
“I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into 
the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, 
‘I will never break my covenant with you, 2 and 
you shall not make a covenant with the people 
of this land, but you shall break down their 
altars.’ Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have 
you done this? 



3 And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out 
before you; they will become traps for you, and 
their gods will become snares to you.’”
4 When the angel of the Lord had spoken these 
things to all the Israelites, the people wept 
aloud, 5 and they called that place Bokim. 
There they offered sacrifices to the Lord.

—Judges 2:1-5



25 In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.

—Judges 21:25
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What Do We Have In Common?

1. Violent Culture
2.Strong Women
3.Love of Heroes
4.Relativism and Social Disintegration



25 In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.

—Judges 21:25



Two Tensions

1. A tension in the hearts of the people
2.A tension in the heart of God



2 You shall surely destroy all the places where 
the nations whom you shall dispossess served 
their gods, on the high mountains and on the 
hills and under every green tree. 
3 You shall tear down their altars and dash in 
pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim
with fire. You shall chop down the carved 
images of their gods and destroy their name 
out of that place.

—Deuteronomy 12:2-3



33 Do not even let them live among you.  
If you do they will infect you with their 
sin of idol worship and that will be a 
disaster for you.”

—Exodus 23:33



1 After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked 
the Lord, “Who of us is to go up first to fight 
against the Canaanites?”
2 The Lord answered, “Judah shall go up; I have 
given the land into their hands.”
3 The men of Judah then said to the Simeonites
their fellow Israelites, “Come up with us into 
the territory allotted to us, to fight against the 
Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into 
yours.” So the Simeonites went with them.

—Judges 1:1-3



4 When Judah attacked, the Lord gave the 
Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands, and 
they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. 
5 It was there that they found Adoni-Bezek and 
fought against him, putting to rout the 
Canaanites and Perizzites. 
6 Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased him and 
caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big toes.

—Judges 1:4-6



19 The Lord was with the men of Judah. 
They took possession of the hill country, 
but they were unable to drive the people 
from the plains, because they had chariots 
fitted with iron. 

—Judges 1:19



21 The Benjamites, however, did not drive out the 
Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day 
the Jebusites live there with the Benjamites.[…]
27 But Manasseh did not drive out the people of 
Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo 
and their surrounding settlements, for the 
Canaanites were determined to live in that land. 
28 When Israel became strong, they pressed the 
Canaanites into forced labor but never drove 
them out completely.  —Judges 1:21, 27-28



19 The Lord was with the men of Judah. They 
took possession of the hill country, but they were 
unable to drive the people from the plains, 
because they had chariots fitted with iron. 

—Judges 1:19



2:1 The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to 
Bokim and said, 
“I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into 
the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, 
‘I will never break my covenant with you, 2 and 
you shall not make a covenant with the people 
of this land, but you shall break down their 
altars.’ Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have 
you done this? 

—Judges 2:1-2



Applications

1. Is there anything in your life about 
which you would say, “I cannot,” to 
which God is saying, “You will not.”?



13 No temptation has overtaken you except 
what is common to mankind. And God is 
faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted, he will also provide a way out 
so that you can endure it.

—1 Corinthians 10:13



Applications

2. Are you confusing success with 
obedience?



4 When the angel of the Lord had spoken 
these things to all the Israelites, the people 
wept aloud, 5 and they called that place Bokim. 
There they offered sacrifices to the Lord.

—Judges 2:4-5



Applications

3. Are you isolating yourself from your 
culture, imitating it, or infiltrating it 
for God?



Two Tensions

1. A tension in the hearts of the people
2.A tension in the heart of God



2:1 The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to 
Bokim and said, 
“I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into 
the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I 
will never break my covenant with you, 2 and you 
shall not make a covenant with the people of this 
land, but you shall break down their altars.’ Yet 
you have disobeyed me. Why have you done this? 
3 And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out 
before you; they will become traps for you, and 
their gods will become snares to you.’”
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