
For the Sake of Others



“There is a temptation to think that our 
spiritual growth takes place in the privacy 
of our personal relationship with God and 
then, once it is sufficiently developed, we 
can export it to our relationships with 
others and ‘be Christian’ with them…  



“…But holistic spirituality, the process of 
being formed in the image of Christ, takes 
place in the midst of our relationships 
with others, not apart from them. We 
learn to be Christ’s for others by seeking 
to be yielded and obedient to God in 
the midst of our relationships.”

—Robert Mulholland



15 Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to become in 
every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head, that is, Christ.

—Ephesians 4:15



46 “No one ever spoke the way this 
man does,” the guards replied.

—John 7:46



22 All spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his lips. “Isn’t this 
Joseph’s son?” they asked.

—Luke 4:22



22 “He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found 
in his mouth.”

—1 Peter 2:22



36 But I tell you that everyone will 
have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every careless word 
they have spoken. 
37 For by your words you will be 
acquitted, and by your words you 
will be condemned.”

—Matthew 12:36-37



3 When we put bits into the mouths 
of horses to make them obey us, we 
can turn the whole animal. 

—James 3:3



4 Or take ships as an example. 
Although they are so large and are 
driven by strong winds, they are 
steered by a very small rudder 
wherever the pilot wants to go. 

—James 3:4



16 Let the message of Christ dwell 
among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts.

—Colossians 3:16



5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of 
the body, but it makes great boasts. 
Consider what a great forest is set on fire 
by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of 
the body. It corrupts the whole body, 
sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, 
and is itself set on fire by hell.

—James 3:5-6



5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! 
For I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord Almighty.”

—Isaiah 6:5



“I find it easier to confess before God 
‘that I live amongst a people of 
unclean lips,’ but I don’t like the idea 
of confessing that ‘I am a man of 
unclean lips.’ I hate turning the mirror 
on myself and acknowledging that I 
am a part and often a participant in 
America’s problems and sins.”

—Paul Borthwick



7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles 
and sea creatures are being tamed 
and have been tamed by mankind, 8
but no human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison.

—James 3:7-8



3 Set a guard over my mouth, Lord;
keep watch over the door of 
my lips.

—Psalm 141:3



“Everyone who hides well away must 
speak and tell us where they are.’”

—Robert Frost



…for a tree is recognized by its fruit 
[…] For the mouth speaks what the 
heart is full of. 

—Matthew 12:33-34



36 But I tell you that everyone will 
have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every careless word 
they have spoken. 
37 For by your words you will be 
acquitted, and by your words you 
will be condemned.”

—Matthew 12:36-37



26 Those who consider themselves 
religious and yet do not keep a tight 
rein on their tongues deceive 
themselves, and their religion is 
worthless.

—James 1:26



9 With the tongue we praise our 
Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse human beings, who have 
been made in God’s likeness. 
10 Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers 
and sisters, this should not be.

—James 3:9-10



11 Can both fresh water and salt 
water flow from the same spring? 
12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig 
tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear 
figs? Neither can a salt spring 
produce fresh water.

—James 3:11-12



2 For we all stumble in many ways. 
And if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, 
able also to bridle his whole body.

—James 3:2



15 For you did not receive the spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 
16 The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children 
of God, —Romans 8:15-16



25 Therefore each of you must put 
off falsehood and speak truthfully to 
your neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body.

—Ephesians 4:25



29 Let no unwholesome or 
corrupting words come out of your 
mouth but only those which are 
useful for building up, and only that 
which gives grace to others.

—Ephesians 4:29



15 Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to become in 
every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head, that is, Christ.

—Ephesians 4:15



39 Some of the Pharisees in the 
crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples!”
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they 
keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

—Luke 19:39-40



16 Therefore confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person 
is powerful and effective.

—James 5:16



21 …humbly accept the word planted 
in you, which can save you.

—James 1:21
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