


1 And God spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. —Exodus 20:1-4



What Is An Idol?

“What is an idol?  It is anything 
more important to you than God.”

—Timothy Keller
Counterfeit Gods



3 “Son of man, these men have set up 
idols in their hearts and put wicked 
stumbling blocks before their faces. 
Should I let them inquire of me at all?

—Ezekiel 14:3



“Whatever your heart clings to, 
relies upon and rests in, that is 
properly your God.”

—Martin Luther
(1483-1546)



Identifying Potential Idols
Ask Yourself: What Drives My Life?

1. Define your “little hell.”



8 Those who cling to worthless idols 
forfeit the grace that could be theirs.

—Jonah 2:8



21 Dear children, keep yourselves 
from idols.

—1 John 5:21



Identifying Potential Idols
Ask Yourself: What Drives My Life?

1. Define your “little hell.”
2. The “romantic solution.”



Identifying Potential Idols
Ask Yourself: What Drives My Life?

1. Define your “little hell.”
2. The “romantic solution.”
3. The search for significance.



“Whenever we break any of the other 
commandments, it is only because 
we broke the first two, first.”

—Martin Luther
(1483-1546)



15 The Son is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation. 

—Colossians 1:15



12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as 
I regard him, I have written briefly 
to you, exhorting and declaring 
that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand firm in it.

—1 Peter 5:12



10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me was not in 
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 
than any of them, though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me. 

—1 Corinthians 15:10



The Lord your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;

he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing.
—Zephaniah 3:17



7 Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you.

—1 Peter 5:7



4 Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’ ”

—Matthew 4:4
(Deuteronomy 8:3)



1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship. 2 Do 
not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. 

—Romans 12:1-2
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