
A Song of 
Thanksgiving

Psalm 81



1 Sing for joy to God our strength;
shout aloud to the God of Jacob!

2 Begin the music, strike the tambourine,
play the melodious harp and lyre.

3 Sound the ram’s horn at the New 
Moon, and when the moon is full, on the 
day of our festival;     —Psalm 81:1-3



4 this is a decree for Israel,
an ordinance of the God of Jacob.

5 When God went out against Egypt,
he established it as a statute for Joseph.

I heard an unknown voice say:
6 “I removed the burden from their 

shoulders; their hands were set free from 
the basket.



7 In your distress you called and I rescued 
you, I answered you out of a thundercloud;
I tested you at the waters of Meribah.

8 Hear me, my people, and I will warn you—
if you would only listen to me, Israel!

9 You shall have no foreign god among you;
you shall not worship any god other   
than me.



10 I am the Lord your God,
who brought you up out of Egypt.

Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.
11 “But my people would not listen to me;

Israel would not submit to me.
12 So I gave them over to their stubborn 
hearts to follow their own devices.

—Psalm 81:4-12



7 In your distress you called 
and I rescued you,

—Psalm 81:7a



10 And the God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, after 
you have suffered a little while, will 
himself restore you and make you strong, 
firm and steadfast.

—1 Peter 5:10





7 In your distress you called 
and I rescued you,

I answered you out of a thundercloud;
I tested you at the waters of Meribah.

—Psalm 81:7



15 He split the rocks in the wilderness
and gave them water as abundant as 
the seas;  […]

20 True, he struck the rock, and water 
gushed out, streams flowed abundantly,

—Psalm 78:15, 20



6 I will stand there before you by the rock at 
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come 
out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses 
did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7 And he called the place Massah and 
Meribah because the Israelites quarreled 
and because they tested the Lord saying, 
“Is the Lord among us or not?”

—Exodus 17:6-7



13 “If my people would only listen to me,
if Israel would only follow my ways,

14 how quickly I would subdue their
enemies and turn my hand against 
their foes!

—Psalm 81:13-14



“People are in need of rescue. We need 
help.  And people starved of water will 
drink anything – even if it is polluted.”

— N.T. Wright



15 Those who hate the Lord would 
cringe before him, and their 
punishment would last forever.
16 But you would be fed with the finest 
of wheat; with honey from the rock I 
would satisfy you.”

—Psalm 81:15-16



28 And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.

—Romans 8:28





“If you rejoice in God, and obey him, 
then a remarkable promise becomes 
yours.  Even hard times and suffering 
will produce spiritual growth and the 
sweetness of a fellowship with him.”

—Tim Keller



3 But the people were thirsty for water 
there, and they grumbled against Moses. 
They said, “Why did you bring us up out 
of Egypt to make us and our children 
and livestock die of thirst?”
4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, 
“What am I to do with these people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.”



6 I will stand there before you by the 
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it for the 
people to drink.”

—Exodus 17:3-4,6



10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.

—2 Corinthians 12:10



4 and drank the same spiritual drink; 
for they drank from the spiritual rock 
that accompanied them, and that 
rock was Christ.

—1 Corinthians 10:4
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