
“Cross Shaped Victory”  |  1 Corinthians 15:50-58



50 I declare to you, brothers and 
sisters, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable.



51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We 
will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed—



52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 



53 For the perishable must clothe 
itself with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality. 



54 When the perishable has been 
clothed with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality, then 
the saying that is written will come 
true: “Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.” 



55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?”



56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God! He gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 



58 Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:50-58





55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?”



Are you frightened?



56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. 



16 And the LORD God commanded 
the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; 
17 but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat from it you 
will certainly die.” 

- Genesis 2:16-17



56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. 



Why do people die in the first place?



12 Therefore, just as sin entered the 
world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death 
came to all people, because all 
sinned—

- Romans 5:12



23 For the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

- Romans 6:23



56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. 



What do we do with the reality of sin?

What do we do with the inevitability of 
death?



1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. 
2 By this gospel you are saved, if you 
hold firmly to the word I preached to 
you. Otherwise, you have believed in 
vain. 



3 For what I received I passed on 
to you as of first importance : that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, 

- 1 Corinthians 15:1-3



10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to 
crush him and cause him to suffer, 
and though the LORD makes his 
life an offering for sin…

- Isaiah 53:10 



4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures,

- 1 Corinthians 15:4



57 But thanks be to God! He gives 
us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:57



50 I declare to you, brothers and 
sisters, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable.



51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We 
will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed—



52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 



53 For the perishable must clothe 
itself with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality. 



54 When the perishable has been 
clothed with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality, then the 
saying that is written will come true: 

“Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.” 



58 Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:58



12 Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the 
test, that person will receive the 
crown of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who love him. 

- James 1:12






