
Gideon: Part 2



25 In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.

—Judges 21:25



2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You 
have too many men. I cannot 
deliver Midian into their hands, or 
Israel would boast against me, 
‘My own strength has saved me.’ 

—Judges 7:2
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The Essence of Christianity

1. We cannot save ourselves.  
We need a Savior.

2. God’s power works in us only 
to the degree that we admit 
our need of it.



10 For the sake of Christ, then, I 
am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.

—2 Corinthians 12:10



4 And Gideon came to the Jordan and 
crossed over, he and the 300 men who 
were with him, exhausted yet pursuing. 
5 So he said to the men of Succoth, 
“Please give loaves of bread to the 
people who follow me, for they are 
exhausted, and I am pursuing after Zebah
and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”

—Judges 8:4-5



6 And the officials of Succoth said, 
“Are the hands of Zebah and 
Zalmunna already in your hand, that 
we should give bread to your army?”

—Judges 8:6



7 So Gideon said, “Well then, when 
the Lord has given Zebah and 
Zalmunna into my hand, I will flail 
your flesh with the thorns of the 
wilderness and with briers.”

—Judges 8:7



16 And he took the elders of the city, 
and he took thorns of the wilderness 
and briers and with them taught the 
men of Succoth a lesson. 
17 And he broke down the tower of 
Penuel and killed the men of the city.

—Judges 8:16-17



18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, 
“Where are the men whom you killed at 
Tabor?” They answered, “As you are, so 
were they. Every one of them 
resembled the son of a king.” 
19 And he said, “They were my brothers, 
the sons of my mother. As the Lord 
lives, if you had saved them alive, I 
would not kill you.” —Judges 8:18-19



20 So he said to Jether his firstborn, 
“Rise and kill them!” But the young 
man did not draw his sword, for he 
was afraid, because he was still a 
young man. 

—Judges 8:20



27 So Gideon took ten men of his 
servants and did as the Lord had told 
him. But because he was too afraid
of his family and the men of the town 
to do it by day, he did it by night.

—Judges 6:27



34 And the people of Israel did not 
remember the Lord their God, who 
had delivered them from the hand 
of all their enemies on every side,

—Judges 8:34
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Have I Forgotten the Gospel?

1. How do you handle criticism?
I am not being treated as I deserve, 
but thank God He did not treat me as 
I deserve. He treats me with mercy.  I 
am forgiven.  
So, I can show mercy.



3 I care very little if I am judged by you 
or by any human court; indeed, I do 
not even judge myself. 4 My conscience 
is clear, but that does not make me 
innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.

—1 Corinthians 4:3-4



Have I Forgotten the Gospel?

1. How do you handle criticism?



Have I Forgotten the Gospel?

1. How do you handle criticism?
2. Are you an anxious person?



Have I Forgotten the Gospel?

1. How do you handle criticism?
2. Are you an anxious person?

“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. —Matthew 11:28
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Have I Forgotten the Gospel?

1. How do you handle criticism?
2. Are you an anxious person?
3. Are you a defeated person?

“Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus,” —Romans 8:1



“Only one in one hundred passes 
the test of prosperity.”

—Thomas Carlisle



21 The crucible for silver and the 
furnace for gold,
but people are tested by 
their praise.

—Proverbs 27:21



1 Not to us, Lord, not to us
but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and 
faithfulness.

—Psalm 115:1



3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

—Matthew 5:3



22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, 
“Rule over us, you and your son and 
your grandson also, for you have saved 
us from the hand of Midian.” 
23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule 
over you, and my son will not rule over 
you; the Lord will rule over you.”

—Judges 8:22-23



24 And Gideon said to them, “Let me 
make a request of you: every one of 
you give me the earrings from his 
spoil.” (For they had golden earrings, 
because they were Ishmaelites.) 

—Judges 8:24



30 Now Gideon had seventy sons, his 
own offspring, for he had many wives.

—Judges 8:30



31 And his concubine who was in 
Shechem also bore him a son, and 
he called his name Abimelech. 

—Judges 8:31



27 Gideon made the gold into an 
ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his 
town. All Israel prostituted themselves 
by worshiping it there, and it became 
a snare to Gideon and his family.

—Judges 8:27



Gideon

32 And what more shall I say? I do 
not have time to tell about Gideon…

—Hebrews 11:32



Gideon: Part 2


