
In a Nutshell        December 9, 2022  
 
           

 Confession, I am hoping Argentina will win the World Cup.  Friday at 2 they play off the 

Netherlands and are predicted to win.  I am hoping our Catholic friends around the world are seeing 

solidarity with the Pope who is Argentine and Messi helps seal the quarter final win on the way to 

winning against its top rival most likely, Brazil.  

 

            Lionel Messi is perhaps one of the most influential athletes in the world.  His journey has not 

always been easy. Gifted in soccer or futbol, he needed growth hormones for his health, but his soccer 

club in Argentina could not afford them.  This led the family to move overseas to Spain where he is 

now a citizen and rockstar of Club Barcelona. 

 

            I imagine this season in his life when his own health as a young boy was in a precarious state 

had to be hard.  His family couldn’t afford the medicines he needed.  He had to move to another 

country, start all over again, and continue to try his hardest practicing every day to be his best.  He 

was an overnight success, he said the papers reported, but it took 17 years in the making. 

 

            While you watch this amazing athlete who’s had low points and high points like everyone else, 

it makes me think of how we all have seasons in our lives.   Spiritually, we have seasons of faith.  

Sometimes everything seems to be clicking, growing, and flourishing like spring or summer.  

Sometimes we are in a season of letting go that we might readily identify as fall.  

 

            Coming up on Dec. 21st, we will enter the season of winter. There’s a great book in our public 

library, “Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times.”  In my clergy covenant group, 

several said it was worth the read.  Being a person who doesn’t typically favor the actual season of 

winter, I wondered what I could glean to see winter more favorably. 

 

            Among quotes from the author, Katherine May, I appreciated these words- “We changed our 

focus away from pushing through with normal life and towards making a new one. When everything 

is broken, everything is also up for grabs. That’s the gift of winter: it’s irresistible. Change will happen 

in its wake, whether we like it or not. We can come out of it wearing a different coat.”  

 

            Winter leads to new birth, to resurrection.  The manger leads to the cross and to the empty 

tomb.  In our spiritual journeys of daily living, we’ll have trials and joys, high moments and low, but 

God is with us throughout. 

 

            Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas, is a season to wait, to be formed as we  “put 

away our former way of life…,to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,  and to clothe yourselves with 

the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 

4:22-24).  Wintering is giving to God what needs to die so that Christ can continually renew us in Him 

by calling us to rest in God’s ways to guide us.   



 

            Beloved, how might you need to winter or slow down even as we count down the days to 

Christmas?   Let’s not anticipate with haste but savor the sights and sounds of Advent, finding joy in 

what God continues to redeem and make new.   

 

 Peace- Pastor Laura 

 

NEW AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Mary Martha Busy Ladies 
On Thursday, December 15th, meet at the church at 10:30am and will go out for their Christmas 

dinner. 

 

Attention Children Ministry Volunteers! 
Our Sunday School Class has taken on the project of systematically going about the church to clean 

out and re-organize Sunday school rooms and other spaces throughout the church. If you're in need 

of anything for children's ministry including VBS craft project kits, Sunday school crafts to accompany 

a lesson, KidsKrew illustrations, outreach supplies, bulletin board supplies, paint, paper, or anything 

else you could possibly need, please do not purchase your supplies without first checking the supply 

closet at the top of the stairs in the sanctuary.  Hopefully, you can find whatever you might need 

there.  We've tried to organize supplies so that you can quickly locate what you're looking for.   

Thanks for doing your part to keep the supplies organized.  Most importantly, thank you for what you 

do for God's church and our children! 

 

Cheryl S. Parker 

 

Music Ministry Update  
This Sunday, December 11th at 10:30am the Worship Choir will present the musical program, “What 

Christmas Really Means”. You will hear many familiar Christmas carols sung in traditional form as well 

as with a contemporary twist. You are invited to the manger to relive the journey and realize the true 

meaning of the cross. You are guaranteed to blessed! 

 

The children (K through 5th grade) are almost ready for their Christmas music program, “Really Really 

Really Good News”. The program will be on December 18th at 10:30am during the worship service. 

Also, if you have a 3 or 4 year old who would like to take part, let Leigh know. For more information, 

contact Leigh McFalls at leighmcfalls@gmail.com or 919-818-3317. 

 

New Year's Eve - December 31 from 6-8pm 

No RSVP required. We will have a New Year's Eve party with our kids and youth. We will watch a 

movie, eat pizza, have treats and a walnut drop at 8! We hope you will join us and invite friends!  

 

 

 



Tithes and Offerings 
We have four ways to give to our ministries. If you would like your offering to be allocated towards a 

specific ministry, please indicate it in the memo of your check or you will be prompted on the website. 

1. Give during our weekly Worship Services. 

2. Mail in a check to 7215 Walnut Grove Church Road, Hurdle Mills, NC 27541. 

3. Use our church website. Click GIVE in the upper right corner.  

4. Use our online giving app “Vanco Mobile”. 

You can also give to Harvest Festival in these ways. Make sure to mark your giving with "Harvest 

Festival". 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS 

 

Prayer List 

 Ronald Walker, Barry Walker’s dad 

 Dana Kimrey, beginning cancer treatments. He is the brother of Lorraine Hines. 

 Kerry Sims, in hospital following recent cancer treatment. She is Kim McColman’s sister. 

 MaryAnn Bemus, Ann Richardson’s mother, for unspoken requests 

 Sue Tryon from Greensboro who had tests at Cone Hospital.  She is a friend of Linda Alger (Angela 

Walker's mom). 

 Helen Brann from Roxboro whose cancer has returned.  She is a friend of Betsy Parker. 

 Eddy Hill from Durham who has cancer and had surgery for an aneurysm.  He is a friend of Pat 

Beck. 

 Brenda Clancy from Apex who has been diagnosed with liver cancer.  She is a friend of Jane Clapp. 

 

Upcoming Birthdays 

Friday 12/9 – Lynwood Clayton, Cameron Ray, Casey Young, Gwen Hall-Difabio 

Monday 12/12 – Ricky Triplett 

Tuesday 12/13 – Gardner Latta 

Thursday 12/15 – Mary Blalock 

Friday 12/16 – Grant Berry, Joyce Brown, Angie Comer 

Saturday 12/17 – Tammy Guy, Sarah Preston, Ellie Wimberly 

 

If your birthday is incorrect or missing, please contact Kim at the church office at 919-732-5722 or by 

email at walnutgrovemethodist@gmail.com so we can update our records. 

 

 

STAYING CONNECTED 

 
WG YouTube        WG Facebook              Website!            Sign UpHere! For Online Sign-Up 

 

 

 

 

https://www.walnutgroveumc.com/
mailto:walnutgrovemethodist@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegSs9CONxHUjoo9U5svJ2A
https://www.facebook.com/groups/20015355516
https://www.walnutgroveumc.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044FAFAD29AAFF2-greeters


Serving in Worship 
This Week – December 11th 

Acolyte:  Michael Roberts/Anna Robinson 

Greeters: Deborah Donnelly/Patty Maseth 

Ushers: Judy Parker/Stephanie Smith 

Nursery: Cheryl S. Parker/Laurie Rogers 
 

Next Week – December 18th 

Acolyte:  Michael Roberts/Corbin Smith 

Greeters:  Barry Parker/Cheryl L. Parker 

Ushers: Needed 

Nursery: Faith Parker/Margaret Williams 

 

NOTE:  If you’re unable to serve in your role listed above, please find someone to serve in your place 

and notify the church secretary of the change. This will allow us to have an updated listing to publish 

each week. 

 

Upcoming Happenings 

Saturday, Dec 10  10:00am Adult Christmas Music Program Dress Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, Dec 11  9:30am Sunday School 

    10:30am Adult Christmas Adult Christmas Music Program 

    11:45am -1:30pm Children’s Play Practice – lunch and practice  

    3:00-7:00pm - KidsKrew and Youth outing at Chestnut Ridge 

 

Tuesday, Dec 13  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Wednesday, Dec 14  5:30pm Children’s Play Practice (Speakers only) 

6:30pm Worship Band 

7:00pm Worship Choir 

 

Thursday, Dec 15  9:30am Workout Class 

    10:30am Mary Martha Busy Ladies 

 

Saturday, Dec 17  9:30am Children’s Play Dress Rehearsal  

     

Sunday, Dec 18  9:30am Sunday School 

    10:30am Children’s Christmas Music Program 

    11:30am Birthday Party for Jesus 

 

Tuesday, Dec 20  9:30am Workout Class 



 

Wednesday, Dec 21  7:00pm Worship Choir 

 

Thursday, Dec 22  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Saturday, Dec 24  5:00pm Christmas Eve Service 

    8:00pm Christmas Eve Service 

 

Sunday, Dec 25  10:30am Worship Service 

    Carols & Cookies 

 

Tuesday, Dec 27  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Thursday, Dec 29  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Fri-Sat, Dec 30-31  10:00am Walnut Grove Crafters 

 

Saturday, Dec 31  6:00-8:00pm New Year’s Eve Fun Night 

 

 

See You Sunday!! 


