
In a Nutshell        November 4, 2022  
 
 

 I pulled over on the way home from dropping the girls off at school and noticed how beautiful 

the leaves were.  I took a picture of two white horses with the hues of red, yellow, brown, and orange 

behind them.  It looked like as picturesque as a 500-piece puzzle. In the midst of heavy fog this 

morning, you could see the color peeking through.  You could feel the autumn air.  We rolled down 

the windows and forgot our black and white stripped roadkill that make it a little less fragrant outside.  

Still, it was a glorious morning to behold. 

 It’s easy in the midst of so much change, in the business of life, to forget to stop and behold.  I 

write this as a confessional practice that I am trying to live into- to behold the goodness of God, to be 

still and know that I am God like the psalmist wrote (Psalm 46:10).   

 Sunday, I encouraged us all to see the blessings in each other.  We look for these blessings in 

our lives, in nature, in the simplicity of kind gestures like the Food Lion clerk who went to the back 

(without my asking) to see if we had Annie’s Dumplings since they were all out in the frozen food 

section.  I thanked him profusely and have prayed blessings over him. 

 Dr. Kate Bowler, who we hear mentioned from time to time in a sermon or see on a New York 

Times bestseller list, has blessings on her webpage.  This one stood out to me in this time of year as 

we hear, “fall reminds us how beautiful it is to change.”  Change can be intentional and it can happen 

without an awareness like when we don’t notice our own children shooting up but notice other kids 

hitting their growth spurts. 

 So here’s a blessing from Dr. Kate Bowler.  Use it in your prayer time or share it with someone 

who might need to hear this word.  Let’s continue to encourage, build up, and bless each other.  With 

much love- Pastor Laura 

 

 Blessed are you, dear one, when the world around you has changed. 

Everything is different now, your body, your age, your relationships, your job, your faith. 

The things that once brought you joy. 

The way you existed in the world. 

The people you love and trust and rely on. 

Things have changed and it would be silly to imagine you haven’t changed with them.  You are not 

who you once were. 

Bless that old self, they did such a good job with what they knew. 

They made you who you were, 

all the mistakes and heartbreak and naiveté and courage. 

And blessed are who you are now, 

you who aren’t pretending things are the same, 

who continue to grow and stretch and show up to your life as it really is: 

wholehearted, vulnerable, maybe a little afraid. 

So blessed are we, the changed. 

 

Remember to set your clocks back 1 hour Saturday night for Daylight Savings 

Time. 



NEW AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Thank you, Walnut Grove United Methodist Church family, for the flowers and gift card.  I am so 

grateful to be your pastor.  It's exciting to be part of how God is using each of us here together to 

grow together.  I pray God's great blessings upon this church family and guidance as we serve and 

lead faithfully.   Looking forward to many joyful times ahead.  Thank you for the gifts and kind words 

during Pastor's Appreciation month.   

                                 In Christ's love, 

                                                Pastor Laura 

 

All Saints’ Sunday 
This Sunday we are celebrating All Saints’ Sunday. Please take this time to remember those saints – 

past and present - who have helped you on your spiritual journey. 

 

Rise Against Hunger This Sunday! 
RAH is a North Carolina nonprofit that helps to feed the world and we are hosting an event to help 

them! If you've never been to a RAH event you are in for a real fun time! At these events we get the 

chance to package food bags of rice, veggies and minerals that can be sent to countries and areas 

who need them. This event is for EVERYONE! There is a job for everyone of every age. Join us on 

Sunday, Nov 6th after church for a cookout on the front lawn of the church. Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be provided. Our event starts at 2pm! Please use this link to register so they know 

how many people to prepare for. I've also added the link to their website so you can see all the 

wonderful things Rise Against Hunger is doing to help the world! If you’re not able to help package 

food then please consider giving a donation. Your donation goes towards our cost to hold the 

event. Register Here  https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/ 

 

Mary Martha Busy Ladies 
On Nov 8, be at the church by 10:30 with your dessert for the senior meal.   

 

Decorating for Advent Sunday, November 20th 
Worship Committee would appreciate help with decorating the church for Advent on 11/20 at 4pm. 

Hoping to be done within an hour or so. Please see Stephanie if you have any questions. 

 

Readers Needed for Advent Wreath Lighting 

Starting Sunday, Nov. 27th, persons are needed to do the Advent readings and light the wreath on 

the 4 Sunday morning services of Advent. If you, your family, friends or other groups are interested in 

doing this, contact Stephanie Smith at 919-812-8901. 

 

Aluminum Cans – No longer recycling them 
Please do not bring your aluminum soda cans to the church for recycling…We are no longer collecting 

them. 

 

http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/WalnutGroveUMC
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/


Music Ministry Update  
The adults have just started working on the Christmas music. We’ll be practicing every Sunday night at 

6:00pm through Dec. 4th. Now would be a great time to join us.  

 

The children (K through 5th grade) will be starting Christmas music practices this Sunday afternoon at 

5:00pm. We will be adding younger children to the mix in a few weeks. For more information, contact 

Leigh McFalls at leighmcfalls@gmail.com or 919-818-3317. 

 

Dates to remember: 

Adult Christmas Program “What Christmas Really Means”– Sunday Dec. 11th at 10:30am 

Children’s Christmas Program – “Really Really Really Good News” - Sunday, Dec. 18th at 10:30am 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

We have four ways to give to our ministries. If you would like your offering to be allocated towards a 

specific ministry, please indicate it in the memo of your check or you will be prompted on the website. 

1. Give during our weekly Worship Services. 

2. Mail in a check to 7215 Walnut Grove Church Road, Hurdle Mills, NC 27541. 

3. Use our church website. Click GIVE in the upper right corner.  

4. Use our online giving app “Vanco Mobile”. 

You can also give to Harvest Festival in these ways. Make sure to mark your giving with "Harvest 

Festival". 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS 

Prayer List 
 Sharon Addison, passing of her mother 

 Ronald Walker, Barry Walker’s dad 

 Dana Kimrey, beginning cancer treatments. He is the brother of Lorraine Hines. 

 Kerry Sims, in hospital following recent cancer treatment. She is Kim McColman’s sister. 

 MaryAnn Bemus, Ann Richardson’s mother, for unspoken requests 

 Sue Tryon from Greensboro who had tests at Cone Hospital.  She is a friend of Linda Alger (Angela 

Walker's mom). 

 Helen Brann from Roxboro whose cancer has returned.  She is a friend of Betsy Parker. 

 Eddy Hill from Durham who has cancer and had surgery for an aneurysm.  He is a friend of Pat 

Beck. 

 Brenda Clancy from Apex who has been diagnosed with liver cancer.  She is a friend of Jane Clapp. 

 JoAnn Hall, who is recovering at home. She is the sister-in-law of Lorraine Parker. 

 

Quilts 

1. Penny Booth from Chapel Hill who is having treatments for breast cancer.  She is a friend of 

Crystal Berry, daughter-in-law of Jimmy and Brenda Berry.   

2. Scott Lloyd from Eustis, Florida who is receiving treatments for esophageal cancer.  Scott is 

Martha Niles' cousin. 

3. Banner Reid Shelton from Coleridge, NC who will be having open heart surgery soon.  Scott is a 

friend of Emma Beckham. 

mailto:leighmcfalls@gmail.com
https://www.walnutgroveumc.com/


Sunday’s quilts will be located in the Fellowship Hall. You are invited to tie a knot and say a prayer 

over the quilts before or after the service. 

 

From The Mailbox 
To our Walnut Grove Church family. It is with heavy hearts that we have moved from this community 

to the Croasdaile Village Community. Our hearts will always be here at Walnut Grove. We were so 

privileged to work with the children at Walnut Grove Church. We thank all of our church family for the 

support since Henry has been sick, the cards, calls, prayers and visits. 

Address is:  Croasdaile Village 

   2600 Croasdaile Farm Parkway, Apt. A132 

  Durham, NC 27705 

Iris’s Cell: 252-725-2192 with answering service 

Henry’s Cell: 252-732-4009 no answering service 

We Love All, 

Henry and Iris 

 

Barbara Hawkins sent the following thank you:   

We want to thank you all so much for the beautiful prayer quilt that was given to Jerry Hawkins as 

well as all the prayers that have been said for him during his illness and since his death.  In addition to 

placing the quilt over him, it has brought me great strength just holding it folded in the case it is in.  

May God bless all the hands and hearts of those who prepared the quilt and tied the knots.  

Love, Barbara and Randy 

 

Upcoming Birthdays 

Friday 11/4 – John Sherron 

Saturday 11/5 – Scott Glenn, Betsy Porterfield Parker 

Tuesday 11/8 – Randy Elliott, Bailey Rath, Holt Comer, Meg Merritt 

Wednesday 11/9 – Jane Clapp 

Thursday 11/10 – Austin Glenn, Cameron Pope, Kathy Sparrow, David Markle, Matt Baker 

 

If your birthday is incorrect or missing, please contact Kim at the church office at 919-732-5722 or by 

email at walnutgrovemethodist@gmail.com so we can update our records. 

 

STAYING CONNECTED 

WG YouTube        WG Facebook              Website!            Sign UpHere! For Online Sign-Up 

 

Serving in Worship 
This Week – November 6th 

Acolyte:  Kennedy Dunlap/Max Kemnitz 

Greeters: Dale Smithson/Jenny Blalock 

Ushers:  Phil Hines/Patty Maseth 

Scripture Reader: Lorraine Parker 

Nursery: Mary Beth Elliott/Janet Freeland 

mailto:walnutgrovemethodist@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegSs9CONxHUjoo9U5svJ2A
https://www.facebook.com/groups/20015355516
https://www.walnutgroveumc.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044FAFAD29AAFF2-greeters


 

Next Week – Nov 13th 

Acolyte:  Michael Roberts/Corbin Smith 

Greeters: Brenda Berry/Jimmy Berry 

Ushers:  Stephanie Smith/Tyler Smith 

Scripture Reader: Scott Humphrey 

Nursery: Sharyn Gates/Lorraine Hines 
 

NOTE:  If you’re unable to serve in your role listed above, please find someone to serve in your place 

and notify the church secretary of the change. This will allow us to have an updated listing to publish 

each week. 

 

Upcoming Happenings 

Sunday, Nov 6  9:30am Sunday School 

    10:30am Worship Service 

    Hot Dog lunch on front lawn (1:00pm Set-up) 

    2:00-4:00pm Rise Against Hunger 

    5:00pm Hallelujah Kids 

    6:00pm Christmas Worship Choir  

 

Tuesday, Nov 8  9:30am Workout Class 

Mary Martha Busy Ladies 

 

Wednesday, Nov 9  6:30pm Worship Band 

    7:00pm Worship Choir 

 

Thursday, Nov 10  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Fri-Sun, Nov 11-13  Youth to Pilgrimage 

     

Sunday, Nov 13  9:30am Sunday School 

    10:30am Worship Service 

5:00pm Youth (Last one) 

    5:00pm Christmas Hallelujah Kids 

    6:00pm Christmas Worship Choir 

 

Tuesday, Nov 15  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Wednesday, Nov 16  Mary Martha’s trip to Raleigh 

    6:30pm Worship Band 

    7:00pm Worship Choir 



 

Thursday, Nov 17  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Sunday, Nov 20  9:30am Sunday School 

    10:30am Worship Service 

    4:00pm Decorate Church for Advent 

    5:00pm Christmas Hallelujah Kids 

    6:00pm Christmas Worship Choir 

 

Monday, Nov 21  6:30pm Covenant Council meeting 

 

Tuesday, Nov 22  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Saturday, Nov 26  10:00am Joreen Evans’ Memorial Service 

 

Sunday, Nov 27  9:30am Sunday School 

    10:30am Worship Service 

    5:00pm Christmas Hallelujah Kids 

    6:00pm Christmas Worship Choir 

 

Tuesday, Nov 29  9:30am Workout Class 

 

Wednesday, Nov 30  6:30pm Worship Band 

    7:00pm Worship Choir 

 

See You Sunday!! 


