
In a Nutshell      November 25, 2022   
  
          I’ll share with you a secret about me.   I have a pair of red boots. I got them on sale at Belk in 
the clearance section for ten dollars several years before I came to Walnut Grove.  I wore them every 
chance I could in the fall and winter.  Seasons would change and I would get out my boots.  I wore 
them to the NC Conference United Methodist Leadership Fellows program I was part of a few years 
ago on a regular basis.  
  
  You may be wondering where this is headed.  Stay with me.  These boots at one point were a 
favorite in my closet.  I wore them when I preached when it was cold.  I wore them with all of my black 
clothes in the fall and winter.  They were the best!   
  
           Saturday, the NC Conference had 32% of its churches disaffiliate over the issue of human 
sexuality.   The vote was taken with worship beforehand as I mentioned in last Sunday’s sermon.  
There were tears, prayers, visible pain of this separation and division realized and still ongoing.  Such 
pain has been caused in so many of our local churches over misinformation.  There is fear over what 
might come and what might not happen at our next general conference.  After our time together on 
Saturday at Methodist University, I was headed to lunch with a group of friends.  It’s always good to 
bump into familiar faces.  It was probably the best part of the day.  I heard my name being called by 
this sweet gentleman I had not seen in years.  
  
  “Laura, Laura!”  We hugged and he introduced me to his wife.  “Where are your red boots?”  
We had bonded over his wife’s love of red boots and the joy mine gave me.  I didn’t have on my 
boots last Saturday.  It wasn’t a joyful occasion to wear them.  
  
  Truth be told, I stopped wearing them a few years ago when a comment was made to me at 
church about how they weren’t pastorally appropriate.  I held back my thoughts.  I wanted to share 
how one of the first pastors I worked with always wore boots (no- his were not red).  I longed to tell 
stories in defense of how special they were to me.  I stayed silent and tried to change course to fit in, 
to keep the peace.  
  
         Beloved, I had worn these boots for years up until that day!  Under my robe on cold days, I wore 
them.   In honor of a country music legend whose funeral service I officiated one snowy day, the 
boots were on my feet.  I want people to walk in Christ’s love and never lead people astray (Jeremiah 
23:1), so the boots went up.   I saw no need to argue with the person’s comments at church and try to 
prove them wrong.   
  
  I took them home later that day after church.  I took them off. With great precision, I took a 
pool noodle and cut it up, placing the boots in a plastic Tupperware for safe keeping for another day.  
I would wear them when I was with people who wouldn’t elicit such comments and where there was 



safe space.  In essence I buried them hoping one day I would resurrect them in a friendlier 
environment where I wouldn’t be ridiculed for being me.  
  
  What has dawned on me now though was how I can’t stop being me.  You see I still like my red 
boots even if I retired them earlier than I planned to.  I tried to hide myself, limit myself, and be 
someone I’m not.  A heads up, I don’t think red boots are a hindrance to faithful ministry so you may 
see them now from time to time.    
  
        Beloved, I let those words sink in when I knew better.  I limited myself in an effort to make 
someone else happy at the cost of being less than me.  Words have a way of making us think we are 
less than made in the image of God.   The pain of those words took away joy for a time.  I moved on, 
forgave, but creating safe space and being vulnerable was made that much harder.   It’s hard to be 
yourself when you have to be careful all the time.  I’m being vulnerable with you now, years later.    I 
have only a glimpse on how easy it can be to shut down, self-censor, or believe things that are not of 
God.  We sadly do this all the time and especially with those carrying heavy burdens we may never 
know.  
  
             Beloved, our experiences and understandings vary.  Our families look and prioritize 
differently.  Our priority as a Christian family though is to love first, love as Christ loves, to not put 
people on the cross, because he’s already been there.  We are called to remind each other who we are 
in Christ, to remind each other of how Jesus sees us, loves us, and knows us by name.    
  
             I shut down a part of me, a part I loved, a part you probably didn’t know about until this 
nutshell article b/c you’ve only seen me wear those boots one or two times.   Everyday, though, we 
are given breath, may our prayer be one that brings us together in Christ and in God’s holy ways.  
When we take our baptismal vows seriously, we as a church are called to raise each other up, build 
bridges instead of divide, speak truth instead of lies, and remember we are all made in the image of 
God.  We love as God loves us.     
  
          Beloved, church can be hard.  It requires safe and sacred safe space with trust and love for all 
God’s children.  It means we don’t make efforts to hurt; we don’t intentionally cause pain.  We extend 
kindness and are gracious towards each other, taking time to listen, getting to know each other, and 
look for God at work in our lives.  I hope we all spend our days testifying to God's goodness and love.  
  
  When this kind man asked me about those boots, I was reminded of how I want us to lead and 
serve. I want us as a body to empower each other, to build each other up, to remind each other how 
much Jesus loves us.  I want us to find joy in simple and profound ways from hearing children give 
great answers in the children’s time or offering prayers when healing is needed.  I want people, all 
people to know they are loved, deeply loved with a power that calls us not to cast down with 
distractions and cause pain.  To be able to see each other as God sees us, this takes a lifetime.  This is 
messy and necessary work as we love and walk with the gift of salvation freely offered in Jesus Christ.  
  



   Beloved, we may differ on simple matters.  Like in the World Cup, is it soccer or fútbol?  Check 
out the Manning potato chip commercial.   We may differ on our understanding of scripture on 
human sexuality.  We come to these conclusions from our understandings, upbringings, traditions, 
and guidance from the Holy Spirit.  We prayerfully interpret holy scripture and confess it has been 
used to do harm.  Scripture has been used to justify slavery, to tell women like me how we shouldn’t 
be pastors and are going to hell.   Well, that is not good news!  Aren’t we about good news?  We 
come together to learn, to grow, to be the body of Christ that calls us to see each other through 
Jesus’ loving gaze.    
  
  Lord, guide us to always walk in your love.  Convict us of the calling to imitate your love and 
see Jesus in each other instead of preventing the beloved community.  We are broken and in need of 
a Savior.  Jesus was pierced for our transgressions.  We don’t have to keep nailing his body to the 
cross.  Free us in joyful obedience to do your perfect will, we pray.  Amen. And Amen.  
  
--Pastor Laura  
  

NEW AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
  
United Methodist Church  
There are many links and information to look through if you would like to be more informed as a 
body. Here are some ones I'll highlight to keep us informed. As always, you are welcome to call or 
come by the office to visit with me as well as we navigate these times together in the United 
Methodist church.  For more information check out:  
  
https://nccumc.org/disaffiliation/#faq  
   
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-2553-disaffiliation-over-human-sexuality  
   
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uvq9GCchmp9faivowBhxqgFv3Zb9Y0RctM5yO9lwQnk/edit  
   
https://www.txcumc.org/files/navigating+the+waters/fdtf/umc-gmc+comparison+chart.pdf  
    
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-xazsBJL3tzIV5ekC1YHxYIC_4ffWXeKIL6CIIut2rQ/edit  
   
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-1  (this is a series)  
  
I have also attached two documents which you may want to read.  
  
--Pastor Laura  

  



From Jolinda Swiggett, United Women of Faith chair and Angel Tree Coordinator  
We have adopted a 5-year-old female and 69 year old female.  On each angel will be a spending 
requirement for each item listed on the angel.  We will have angels ranging with items from five to 
fifty dollars.  For example, one of the Angels will read “Sophia- 5 year old- CD Player with  
Headphones-$20 minimum."  Hopefully this way no one will feel pressured to spend more than they 
can afford.  And hopefully groups can take the higher priced angels.  The tree will be up by Sunday.  If 
you have any thoughts on this please let me know.  Angel gifts need to be back at the church no later 
than Tuesday, Dec. 6th.  
   
Meals On Wheels Holiday Boxes for 2022  
OCIM Meals on Wheels will be serving 40 individuals with Christmas boxes with a week's worth of 
food and other items. The items needed are 120 cans of chunky soup and 40 bottles of body lotion of 
any size from our church.  Donations of these items can be donated by individuals or families, or 
Sunday School Classes.  There will be a designated container in the Fellowship Hall for placing the 
items.  The items are needed by November 27th.  If you have any questions contact Brenda Berry at 
919-732-2907 or brenda.berry505@gmail.com.  

  
Music Ministry Update   
The Worship Choir is really enjoying learning the Christmas music from their cantata, “What Christmas  
Really Means”. It's not too late to join us on Wednesday nights at 7:30pm and Sunday nights at 
6:00pm to learn it. The program will be on December 11th during the 10:30am worship service. CDs 
are available.   
The children (K through 5th grade) are well underway to learning their Christmas music program, 
“Really Really Really Good News”. The next practice is this Sunday afternoon (11/27) at 5:00pm. The 
program will be on December 18th during 10:30am worship service. CDs are available. Also, if you 
have a 3 or 4 year old who would like to take part, let Leigh know.  For more information, contact 
Leigh McFalls at leighmcfalls@gmail.com or 919-818-3317.    
  

Tithes and Offerings  
We have four ways to give to our ministries. If you would like your offering to be allocated towards a 
specific ministry, please indicate it in the memo of your check or you will be prompted on the website.  
1. Give during our weekly Worship Services.  
2. Mail in a check to 7215 Walnut Grove Church Road, Hurdle Mills, NC 27541.  
3. Use our church website. Click GIVE in the upper right corner.   
4. Use our online giving app “Vanco Mobile”.  
You can also give to Harvest Festival in these ways. Make sure to mark your giving with "Harvest 
Festival".  

JOYS & CONCERNS  
  

Prayer List  
• Betsy Parker who has pneumonia.  



• Ronald Walker, Barry Walker’s dad  

• Dana Kimrey, beginning cancer treatments. He is the brother of Lorraine Hines.  
• Kerry Sims, in hospital following recent cancer treatment. She is Kim McColman’s sister. � 

MaryAnn Bemus, Ann Richardson’s mother, for unspoken requests  
• Sue Tryon from Greensboro who had tests at Cone Hospital.  She is a friend of Linda Alger (Angela 

Walker's mom).  

• Helen Brann from Roxboro whose cancer has returned.  She is a friend of Betsy Parker.  
• Eddy Hill from Durham who has cancer and had surgery for an aneurysm.  He is a friend of Pat 

Beck.  

• Brenda Clancy from Apex who has been diagnosed with liver cancer.  She is a friend of Jane Clapp.  
• JoAnn Hall, who is recovering at home. She is the sister-in-law of Lorraine Parker.  

  

Upcoming Birthdays  
Saturday 11/26 – Jamie Blalock  
Tuesday 11/29 – Michelle Dunevant, Jordan Jeffreys  
Thursday 12/1 – Callie White  
  
If your birthday is incorrect or missing, please contact Kim at the church office at 919-732-5722 or by 
email at walnutgrovemethodist@gmail.com so we can update our records.  
  

STAYING CONNECTED  
  

WG YouTube        WG Facebook              Website!            Sign UpHere! For Online Sign-Up  
  

Serving in Worship  
This Week – November 27th  
Acolyte:  Anna Robinson/Corbin Smith  
Greeters: Chris Boling/Cathy Boling  
Ushers:  Scott Humphrey/Cheryl Humphrey  
Nursery: Dale Smithson 
  

Next Week – December 4th  
Acolyte:  Kennedy Dunlap/Max Kemnitz  
Greeters: Shirley Clayton/Ashley Conway  
Ushers:  Faith Parker/Judy Parker  
Scripture Reader: Lorraine Parker  
Nursery: Cheryl L. Parker/Mary Emma Roberts  
  



NOTE:  If you’re unable to serve in your role listed above, please find someone to serve in your place 
and notify the church secretary of the change. This will allow us to have an updated listing to publish 
each week.  

  
Upcoming Happenings  
Saturday, Nov 26    10:00am Joreen Evans’ Memorial Service  

 
Sunday, Nov 27    9:30am Sunday School  
        10:30am 1st Sunday of Advent – Hanging of the Greens Service  

        5:00pm Christmas Hallelujah Kids  

        

  

6:00pm Christmas Worship Choir  

Tuesday, Nov 29    

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Wednesday, Nov 30   6:30pm Worship Band  

        

  

7:00pm Worship Choir  

Thursday, Dec 1    

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Fri-Sat, Dec 2-3    

  

10:00am Walnut Grove Crafters  

Sunday, Dec 4    9:30am Sunday School  

        10:30am Worship Service  

        

  

6:00pm Christmas Worship Choir   

Tuesday, Dec 6    

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Wednesday, Dec 7   

  

7:00pm Worship Choir  

Thursday, Dec 8    

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Saturday, Dec 10    

  

9:30am Cantata Dress Rehearsal   

Sunday, Dec 11    9:30am Sunday School  

        10:30am Adult Christmas Cantata  

        12-1:30pm Children’s program – lunch and practice  

        

  
 

3:00-7:00pm – Kids Krew and Youth outing at Chestnut Ridge  



Tuesday, Dec 13    Mary Martha Busy Ladies  

        

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Wednesday, Dec 14   

  

7:00pm Worship Choir  

Thursday, Dec 15    

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Saturday, Dec 17    9:30 AM Children’s Play Dress Rehearsal   
          
Sunday, Dec 18    9:30am Sunday School  

        10:30am Children’s Christmas Program  

       

Tuesday, Dec 20    

  

9:30am Workout Class  

Wednesday, Dec 21   6:30pm Worship Band  

      

  

  7:00pm Worship Choir  

Thursday, Dec 22  

  

  9:30am Workout Class  

Saturday, Dec 24    5:00pm Christmas Eve Service  

      

  

  8:00pm Christmas Eve Service  

Sunday, Dec 25    10:30am Worship Service  

      

  

  Carols & Cookies  

Tuesday, Dec 27  

  

  9:30am Workout Class  

Thursday, Dec 29  

  

  9:30am Workout Class  

Fri-Sat, Dec 30-31  

  

  10:00am Walnut Grove Crafters  

Saturday, Dec 31    6:00-8:00pm New Year’s Eve Fun Night  
  

See You Sunday!!  


