


Day One: Triumphal Entry 
 

 
Matthew 21:1-11 
 
When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with 
her; untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall 
say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.” 4 This took 
place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “Say to the daughter of 
Zion, ‘Behold your King is coming to you, Gentle, and mounted on a donkey, Even 
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus 
had instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on 
them; and He sat on the coats.8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, 
and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the 
road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was 
stirred, saying, “Who is this?”11 And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 
Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.”1 

 

The story of Jesus’ “Triumphal entry” into Jerusalem is an interesting account. It 
was during this time that Pompey had ended the independent Jewish state by 
conquering Jerusalem and overthrowing their king. Because of this, the Jewish 
people saw Jesus as the “Messiah”, the Old Testament described as the one that 
would come and overthrow Rome.2  When Jesus entered into Jerusalem on a 
donkey, the people received Him with waving branches, coats on the road, and 
shouts of “Hosanna in the highest” with the idea of what they understood Him to 
be. However, this was not the purpose of why Jesus was entering Jerusalem on a 
donkey. He was not entering Jerusalem as the One who would overthrow Rome, 
instead He would enter as the One who would overthrow sin and death! The people 

																																																								
1	NASB	Version	
2	Zechariah	9	



of Israel had different expectations of Jesus, while Jesus had expectations of them. 
First, Jesus wanted them to know that He was the Messiah that would save them 
from their sins. Second, He wanted them to realize that He was not only sent from 
God but that He Himself was God. Finally, Jesus came among them for the 
purpose of a greater plan, which was to take the place and the sins of all humanity 
by being crucified on a cross.  

Today let us keep in mind that our expectations of God are not always what we 
will receive. God’s plans are always greater than ours, and His purpose will be 
fulfilled. So in our time of worship and prayer today, let’s wave our branches, 
throw down our coats, and shout Hosanna in the Highest, not necessarily for what 
He does, but because of who He is. He is our God of triumph!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Two: The Last Supper 
 

 

Matthew 26:26-30 

 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He 
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And 
when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of 
the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s 
kingdom.” 30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives3. 

 

During the last evening with His disciples, before His arrest and crucifixion, Jesus 
would illustrate His death and shedding of blood while having supper. First, Jesus 
took some bread and broke it. What makes this significant, is that while Jesus was 
with His disciples, He described Himself as being the “Bread”. He stated that He 
was the Bread of Life4 and the Living Bread that came down from heaven.5 
Therefore Jesus uses the “bread” describing that He too would be broken for all 
mankind. Another interesting note to consider is the imagery behind the actual 
breaking of bread. According to Jewish traditions, breaking bread had great 
significance. When one would break bread together, someone would take a loaf of 
bread, break off a piece, and then give it to the person next to them. This act was a 
statement that would say, “As I break this bread, I give it to you as a covenant that 
I will not break you, nor do you any harm, nor have any ill will or intentions 
against you or your family. This bread is my covenant with you”. This is exactly 
what Jesus did for us! He gave of Himself, was broken and pierced in His hands 
and feet, all the while making a covenant with us, in that He would give of His life 
on our behalf as an eternal covenant. Along with breaking bread, He took a cup, 

																																																								
3	NASB	Version	
4	John	6:35	
5	John	6:51	



gave thanks, and encouraged the disciples to drink of the wine, in the symbolism of 
the blood that He would shed for the sins of the world. If it was not for the 
shedding of the blood of Jesus, there would be no forgiveness of sins.6 It was His 
blood that would cleanse man from their sins of the past, present and future. His 
last supper was to illustrate what His purpose was in coming to earth, which was to 
seek and save that which was lost.7  

Today as you have your time with the Lord, thank Him for making a covenant with 
us by giving of His life (bread) and shedding of His blood (wine), and taking our 
sins upon Himself, so that we might become the righteousness of God. Also, take 
time today to have the Lord’s supper with your family, and do so in remembrance 
of Him. 
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Day Three: Garden of Gethsemane 
 

Matthew 26:36-46  

 
36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 And He took with Him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then He 
said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here 
and keep watch with Me.” 39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face 
and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not 
as I will, but as You will.”40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, 
and said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one 
hour? 41 Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 He went away again a second time and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be 
done.” 43 Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy. 44 And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying 
the same thing once more. 45 Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is 
being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going; behold, the one 
who betrays Me is at hand!”8 

 

Just hours before His death, Jesus came to a most familiar place we know as the 
Garden of Gethsemane. It was here that Jesus prayed the most amazing prayer on 
behalf of His disciples, His followers, those who would follow Him in the future, 
and for the whole world. At the same time, Jesus would feel the pain of 
anticipation knowing that in just a few hours, He would experience one of the most 
brutal beatings and sufferings ever bestowed on a person in Roman history. He 
would have to endure the pain of being nailed to a cross.  While in the garden, He 
brought with Him Peter, James and John so that they would be in prayer with Him. 
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However, even among His disciples, it was a lonely and emotionally painful time 
for Jesus. His disciples fell asleep while He asked them to pray; His mental and 
spiritual anguish was such that His sweat was like drops of blood.9 This moment in 
the garden was also the first time that the Father did not answer the Son. In verse 
39 we read an amazing request that Jesus asks of Father God, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will”. What makes 
this request so dynamic, is when Jesus asked “let this cup pass from Me”, we will 
notice that there is a semicolon inserted after He asking this of the Father. The 
context behind the purpose of the “semicolon”, is that after making this request, 
Jesus paused and waited for the Father’s response. However, the Father did not 
answer. Jesus in turn responded with, “Yet not as I will, but as You will”. For those 
of us who are followers of Jesus, the semicolon (the pause) saved our lives! The 
Father could have sovereignly granted the Son’s request by removing the cup of 
suffering from Him. Yet instead, the Father went forward with His initial plan, and 
in turn, Jesus went forward in obedience, to the point of death on a cross.  

The Garden of Gethsemane, known as the oil press and the place of agony, teaches 
us that Jesus’ obedience to the Father’s plan, made a way for us to be forgiven as 
Jesus took our place of suffering.  

Today, thank Jesus for His love for us, that while we were sinners, He still died for 
us!10 
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Day Four: High Priestly Prayer 
 
John 17:1-25 (Open your Bible for this chapter) 

 

To pray to God, in the name of Jesus, on behalf of others, is an absolute privilege. 
However, to know that Jesus Himself prayed to the Father on our behalf is 
absolutely humbling! Before Jesus was arrested, He went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane for a time of preparation and prayer. It was there that He prayed one 
of the most amazing prayers on behalf of His disciples, future disciples, and the 
body of Christ in general. The first part of His prayer was for His disciples. As we 
see in verses 6-12, there was much that He asked on behalf of these men. The main 
request that Jesus asked on their behalf is that the Father would “keep them in Your 
name” (vs.11). Not only is the name of our Lord powerful, but His name is also a 
covering upon those who are His. Jesus made the request to the Father that He 
would keep these men in His name, and that His name would go before them as 
they would proclaim the Kingdom of God! The second part of His prayer was on 
behalf of those who were His current followers. He asked an amazing request by 
praying, “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the 
evil one” (vs. 15). What a fascinating request! Jesus could have easily taken His 
followers out of harm’s way, however, His request was to keep them and protect 
them from the evil one (Satan). Just in the name of Jesus, there is power and 
protection upon those who belong to Him! His third request was for those, who in 
the future who would be His. Meaning, He was praying for you and me. His prayer 
for the future church is one that would resemble any loving father, as He requested, 
“…that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent 
Me…” (vs. 23). The magnitude of this request is humbling! He asks that His 
people, His children, would be perfected in unity. The importance of His children 
getting along in love and unity was important to Him. Jesus emphasizes the 
importance of unity when He states “so that the world may know that You sent 



Me”. The belief that Jesus was sent by God, hinges on the unity of the church! The 
prayer of Jesus in the garden was not only powerful but it was as if Christ was 
verbalizing His last will and testament as He prayed and blessed His disciples, His 
followers, and His future children.  

Today as you meditate on God’s word, thank Him for praying on your behalf, as 
well as make it a personal goal to answer one of His prayer requests by being in 
unity with your brothers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Day Five: The Trial 
 

 

John 18:33-28 

 
33 Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and 
said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying 
this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I 
am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; 
what have You done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My 
kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not 
be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm. 
”37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You 
say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come 
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My 
voice.”38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”11 
 
 
When we consider and look into the trial of Jesus, we will recognize that this trial 
was mentally challenging, emotionally overwhelming, and physically brutal. It was 
during this time that Jesus was whipped, beat, hit over the head, spat upon, had his 
beard pulled, slapped, mocked, made fun of for saying that He was the King of the 
Jews, and to add to the pain, had a crown made of thorns thrust on His head. The 
trial alone would make the mere man quit, if not die. However, Jesus came for this 
very purpose! As He met with Pilate, we read the exchange they both had in the 
Praetorium. Pilate, seeing that Jesus had done no wrong, asked Jesus a series of 
questions. However, one of the most profound questions Pilate asked of Jesus was, 
“What is truth”? (vs. 38) This question is one that even to this day has skeptics, the 
religious, the non-religious, historians, scholars, and people around the world ask 
themselves. People want to know the truth. They shun “made up stories”, as we 
often see on the news, or what we see on social media today. This world desires to 
know if there is any hope for them. Unfortunately, people seek for hope through 
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different vices like drugs, career, money, possessions, education, relationships, and 
immorality. Yet Jesus states that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life!12 He is the 
way to the Father, the way to heaven, the way to joy, the way to peace, and the 
way to salvation. He is the truth, as to the meaning of life, the truth that gives us 
hope, and the truth that He is truly the Son of God. He is also the Life. He gives 
life, gives meaning to life, changes lives, gives salvation to a life that is lost and 
gives freedom to a life that is in bondage! When Pilate asked for truth, Truth was 
standing right in front of him! Today when we ask for truth, we can open up the 
pages of the Scriptures and recognize that in His word comes truth, which is living 
and active and sharper than a two-edged sword! It knows both the thoughts and the 
intentions of all who read it.13  
 
Today as you focus on the trial of Jesus, keep in mind how The Truth took our 
place so that we would no longer have to live a lie! 
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Day Six: The Crucifixion 
 

 
 
Isaiah 53:3-5  
 
“He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did 
not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; 
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He 
was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are 
healed.”14 
 
 
In one of the most painful moments in the life of Jesus, His obedience to the 
Father’s plan brought the sins of the world upon Him. One must consider as to 
what must have been the greater pain; the crucifixion on the cross? The fact that 
He had to endure a beating of torment, and then to be crucified on a wooden beam, 
held up by nails to both hands and feet. Was it the pain of a combination of mental, 
physical, and emotional abuse for a whole day on Friday? Is it possible that the 
pain was having both religious leaders and civilians shouting the words “crucify 
Him” in a chant filled with hate and disgust? Could it be the pain of knowing that 
His followers and disciples during His three years of ministry, left Him in the 
midst of His most challenging and trying day? Or was the greater pain that He 
became sin on our behalf and that He held our sins of the past, present, and future 
on Him? Could it be that the greatest pain was that on the cross He held our curses, 
our spiritual diseases, and our blatant rebellion so that He could destroy sin and 
death by dying in our place? There was much happening in those few hours on the 
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cross that Friday morning and afternoon. According to the prophesy written by 
Isaiah, Jesus was despised, forsaken, was filled with grief, full of sorrow, stricken, 
smitten, afflicted, pierced, crushed, chastised, and scourged. Yet through it all, He 
went through this to destroy our transgressions, to crush our iniquities, and that 
through the scourging and the stripes on His body, we might be healed!  
 
Today as you consider what Jesus did, thank Him for His obedience of the Father’s 
plan, and in turn, let us too be obedient to that what He desires of us. If He could 
die for us, we can, in turn, live for Him! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Day Seven: The Resurrection  
 
 
 
Luke 24:1-7  
 
“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the 
spices which they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While 
they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in 
dazzling clothing; 5 and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the 
dead? 6 He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He 
was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” 
 
 
What we know for a fact about Jesus is that if He says He is going to do 
something, we can rest assured that He will accomplish what He said He would! 
The Lord will not only keep His promises, but He will fulfill all that He promised. 
In the three years that Jesus was with His disciples, He told them that He would be 
taken up by sinful men, arrested and crucified. However, it’s funny how sometimes 
we forget important things like this. We would think that with news so outrageous, 
like being arrested, put to death, and then raising again, that this kind of 
information would be forever etched in our memory. Yet in the midst of such 
pressure, burden, and tragedy, one could possibly be so overwhelmed that they 
would completely forget about the most amazing promise Jesus gave His 
disciples…that He would rise from the dead! As the ladies came to visit Jesus at 
the tomb, two angels met them at the entrance. The questions the angels asked are 
profound, even over two-thousand years later. The first question they asked was, 
“Why do you seek the living One among the dead”? What a profound question! The 
fact that Jesus has risen, means that death no longer has Him captive! He is alive 



and well, and is made victorious over the grave! This is why in the life of the 
believer, there should be no such thing as a dead Christian. If Jesus is alive, has 
defeated both sin and death, and in turn, lives in us through the Holy Spirit, life 
should be flowing from us! For even our churches should no longer be dead and 
stunted in growth, instead should be alive, thriving, and growing! The second 
question they asked was, “Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in 
Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and the third day rise again”? The angels asked these ladies, at 
the same time reminding them of what Jesus said prior to His death. If Jesus said it, 
it will come to pass. Jesus will do what He said He will do! So when He says that 
He is coming back, we can rest assured, as His followers that soon and very soon, 
the King is coming!  
 
On this resurrection day, thank the Lord for His death, burial, and resurrection 
from the dead. Thank Him for giving us life in abundance, for taking our place on 
the cross, for giving us eternal life in Him, and the for the forgiveness of our sins. 
He is alive, He’s not dead, and is coming soon!   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


