
 

October 2022 

"Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on be-

half of Christ, be reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might be-

come the righteousness of God in Him.  And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace 

of God in vain--for He says, "AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I 

HELPED YOU." Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF SALVATION"                                    

2 Corinthians 5:20 - 6:2 

For the past several years, LPC has set apart the first weekend in November to allow the congregation to gain a better un-
derstanding of what God is doing around the world and in our community through the work of specific missionaries and 
ministries that our congregation supports.  

From Friday evening till Sunday afternoon, a series of events will allow us to learn, fellowship and worship God together. 

Reverend Douglas Sukhia will be the keynote speaker. He will lead a series of messages during the weekend that will help 
us stay focused in the overall topic of God at work throughout the whole world. 

The congregation will also be able to browse through display tables and conversing with the missionaries. There will also 
be refreshing times of worship through music and prayer. 

We will enjoy refreshments with our missionaries during our Friday evening reception.  

There will be a continental breakfast on Saturday morning right before the morning sessions. 

Our traditional harvest dinner will be served on Saturday evening. The entire congregation is invited to this free meal. 
(Please, sign up in the sheets that will be provided.) 

The Sunday service, adult education class, as well as Sunday school will include the presence of missionaries as well. 

We will close the weekend with our traditional soup lunch after the Sunday service (It´s been a long time since we had one 
too!) 

This year we will be blessed with the presence of Mark and Lori Berry, church planters among Spanish speakers in Ala-
bama. Bob and Colleen Ludeking, ministering to international students through InterFACE Ministries, Rasheed Akhtar, who 
serves with ISI, Urban Christian Ministries, PATH, CompassCare, and East Africa Initiative among others. 

Technology will help us connect with missionaries on the field who cannot be present this year.  

The Missions Committee hopes that many of you will participate in the Conference, and that God’s name will be glorified 
in our congregation that weekend.  

See you there! 
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While the term 

“patience is a virtue” is 

not found in the Bible, 

it’s much catchier than 

saying, “patience is a 

fruit of the Spir-

it” (Galatians 5:22). A 

few weeks ago, Pastor 

Kelly discussed Gala-

tians 4:21-31 where the 

idea of being under the 

law is compared to the 

biggest mistake Abraham and Sarah ever made. Why did 

Abraham and Sarah try to make an heir by their own 

means rather than trust in God? They were impatient. 

The real irony is that I put off writing this article until the 

last possible second, and yet I am consistently reassured 

by Marie that she doesn’t need to receive it right away. 

She is being incredibly patient! It comes across so unbe-

lievable to me because patience is such a commodity: 

you don’t see it displayed very often. 

The cynic in me would love to dive into the idea of our 

culture obsessing over instant-gratification: the desire to 

have something okay now rather than wait to have 

something wonderful later. I could talk about how Ama-

zon Prime and high-speed internet has only exacerbated 

this and caused us to want everything immediately 

(although I personally don’t look back with fondness on 

the internet from 2004!). But as we just saw, the prob-

lems of impatience can be traced all the way back to 

Abraham and Sarah. Patience is something mankind has 

struggled with for thousands of years. Thank goodness 

we can’t say that about God!  

The Apostle Peter says in 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is not 

slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, 

but that all should reach repentance” (ESV). God would 

be completely justified to end it quick, and yet, He 

doesn’t. Look at how Abraham messed up: did God say, 

“that’s it, you’re done. No offspring for you!”? Thank 

goodness He didn’t! Look at the Bible as a whole: Adam 

and Eve messed up in Genesis 3 and broke their cove-

nant with God, and yet, God decided to put in place an-

other promise: that there would come a Person, a Savior, 

who would crush Sin and Satan to free Man to worship 

God and God alone (Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 53). We find 

that our Savior is Jesus Christ our LORD. Is our promise 

with God broken when we sin? By no means! He is ever 

patient with us, working as the Holy Spirit to convict us 

and lead us to repentance.  
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Therefore, we can be patient with God to restoring all 

things because we trust in Him. We know that God is both a 

promise-maker and a promise-keeper. Marie can be patient 

with me on this article because she trusts me to finish it. I 

am patient with hearing back about the arrival of a couch 

for my office because I trust the company to deliver it.  

Trust is also hard for our culture, but also for us personally. 

We’ve been burned by people who called us friends, we’ve 

been hurt by family, maybe even scarred by someone from 

the church. But don’t let those people deprive you of the 

trust that you can have in Jesus Christ. Jesus isn’t like any-

one else. He is the Son of God, the Savior who takes away 

our sins! You can trust in Him, which means that when He 

says we will meet Him in Paradise, when He says our sins 

are forgiven, and when He says He will come back for us, 

He means it.  

But we can’t live our lives without also trusting in others. 

That would be too lonely, too cold, too difficult of a life for 

anyone to bear. I’m not asking you to trust your salvation in 

them, for we only have one Savior. But it’s not good for us 

to be alone, we are meant to be in fellowship with others, 

and that means working and living with people who are by 

nature sinful and in need of a Savior. Having patience with 

them recognizes that they may need to have patience with 

you as well. Having patience gives the understanding that 

you know where they are and that you are willing to forgive 

them for their sinfulness and imperfections, just as you 

hope for that same understanding from them, and also how 

you receive that love, patience, and forgiveness from God. 

I’m not saying it’s easy: patience is one of my biggest hur-

dles. But find ways to show God’s love through your pa-

tience with friends, family members, strangers, and even 

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Everyone is in a rush. 

Everyone is expecting people to think like them and to be 

on the “same wavelength.” We want things now. Patience 

allows a love and forgiveness for those who may not have 

experienced the love of Christ before. Patience allows a 

reminder for each one of us to recall how amazing God’s 

love for us is. Patience even allows a pastor to be forgiven 

for turning in an article several days after he said he would 

finish it! 
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Prayer Gathering 

A person who came to the prayer meeting for the first time said she felt at home and at ease there.  I hope 

many of you who are able to come on the second Monday of the month at 1:00 will also come and find that 

this is a place to rest in the Lord whether you pray out loud or not.   It is an hour to slow down and spend 

time silently joining in the prayers of others or speaking your own.  King David said even before there is a 

word on our tongue, God knows it all.   So why then do we need to pray?   Because our God is a gracious 

God and He wants to hear from us.  There is something very special about praying with Christian 

friends.  Please join us on October 10 at 1:00. 

Memory Lane - The Pulpit Bible 

Ever since God called the descendants of Abraham to be the nation of 

Israel, there have been elders among God’s people.   All through the Old 

Testament we read references to the elders of Israel who were older men 

who were expected to make wise decisions for the welfare and protec-

tion of the people.   

In the New Testament, we continue to read about elders in the book of 

Acts, in Paul’s letters and in Peter’s first letter.  The word can also be 

translated shepherd.  The very first thing Paul tells Titus to do in his letter 

to that man is, “appoint elders.”   

Our elders today are called to serve God in the guidance and protection 

of the congregation, and we are thankful for them and for all of those 

down through the ages who have faithfully carried out their office. 

The large Bible resting on the pulpit at Lancaster Presbyterian Church 

was dedicated to four early elders from our congregation.  The Bible was 

presented to the church in 1957 by Eleanor Bissell, a life-long member, 

and descendant of one of the founders of LPC.  The four elders were all 

members of Eleanor’s family, Elias, Elihu, Augustus and Albert Bissell. 

PATH People Against Trafficking Humans meal ministry 

During the month of October, Lancaster Presbyterian Church has committed to providing the Wednesday 

meals for the clients at PATH.  Please sign up in the foyer to help meet this need. 

 large pot of soup (feeds 20-25) 

 large pot of vegetarian soup (feeds 10-15) 

 bread or rolls for 30-40 people 

 4+ dozen cookies 

On Sunday, take home a large pot from the church kitchen.  Then bring it back by 10 a.m. Wednesday for 

pick-up by PATH.  Contact Becky Young or the church office with questions. PATH is always so appreciative of 

your support and look forward to the Soup Days! 



 

Page 4  The Grapevine  

Junior & Senior High Youth Group (7th—12th graders) 

Meeting weekly on Sundays (7:00pm—8:30pm) at the Potter’s House 

 Sunday, October 2nd:  Senior High only (9th—12th grade) Supper @ 5:30pm (see below for details); 

Regular youth group at the Potter’s House, 7:00pm—8:30pm 

 Sunday, October 9th:  Regular Youth Group at the Potter’s House, 7:00pm—8:30pm 

 Sunday, October 16th:  Bills Game  

Come watch the Bills game at the Dunbar’s home (73 Kennedy Court, Lancaster) 

Taco dinner will be provided. Girls bring a snack, boys bring a drink 

Drop off at 4:00pm, pick up at 8:00pm 
 

 Sunday, October 23rd:  Regular Youth Group at the Potter’s House, 7:00pm—8:30pm 

 Sunday, October 30th: No Youth Group 

 Youth Groups @ LPC! 

Kids Youth Group (3rd—6th graders) 

Meeting weekly on Wednesdays (6:30-8:00pm) @ the Potter’s House,  Beginning Wednesday, September 14th                                                                    

Gym time, crafts, activities, snacks & Bible lesson              

 

Special Game & Movie Night:  Wednesday, October 12th, 6:30pm—8:00pm      

Bring a friend and come join the fun!                                                                                          

Presenting... Cooking Class and Dinner! 

 For High School Students and DAB Young Adults 

1st Sunday of each month in the church kitchen 

On the first Sunday of each month, DAB and Sr. Highs are invited to enjoy dinner together at church - but 

first there will be a cooking lesson as they prepare the meal together! 

Ray and Pam Witte will start things off by guiding the meal on October 2.  

Arrive at 5:30p.m. - Dinner at 6:30 p.m. - Youth Group at 7 p.m. (Jr High joins) 

*High School and DAB should RSVP to Diane Carlsen or Becky Young by Sept 25 for meal planning purpos-

es.* 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection 

The collection dates this year are November 14-21.  If you bring your boxes to our church, we will be taking them to 
Eastern Hills Wesleyan, which is the next stop on their journey, on Sunday November 20.   

Here are some suggestions for things to include in your boxes: 

School supplies 

 Crayons, colored pencils, markers (Preferably Crayola brand items) 

 pencil sharpeners, erasers, rulers, scissors, glue sticks 

 pens and pencils with no business/church advertising logos 

 small pads of papers/notebooks 

 solar calculators 

 drawstring backpacks 

Other suggested items: 

 Flip Flops 

 Personal Hygiene items-Toothbrush, Plastic dish and bar of soap, washcloth 

 Jump ropes--the longer the better 

 Deflated soccer ball ,pump, and extra needles 

 A sturdy bowl or cup and a spoon or spork 

 A plain colored T-shirt 

 socks 

 stuffed animals 

For older children: 

 Gardening/work gloves 

 Sewing Kit 

 Flashlight-Solar or LED--send extra batteries with the ends taped over 

A few items that should NOT be included: 

 Toothpaste 

 Candy and gum (both are no longer allowed and will be removed) 

 Anything that requires an explanation--don't send games or crafts with English directions 

 Anything that is not brand new 

 War Toys 

 Anything liquid, including BOTTLES OF GLUE 

 anything glass that could break 

If you decide to wrap your box after it has been packed, the top and bottom must be wrapped individually.  Every shoe 
box is looked through at the collection center in North Carolina. The shoe box recipients receive a gospel booklet pre-
sented in their own language. Shoe box recipients also receive an invitation to attend a 12 lesson follow-up discipleship 
program called the Greatest Journey.  The cost of processing each box is $10.00.  You may include a check for this 
amount in your shoebox or you may donate this on-line at Samaritanspurse.org and receive a shipping label that you 
can tape on your box.  If you donate on-line, it will also track your box. There is a place on the Samaritan's Purse website 
that you can put in your tracking number and it will tell you what country your box has gone to.  It may take a while 
though!! 

I have set up a table by the lounge area under the sanctuary where there will be plenty of empty boxes. Help yourself!!  
Plastic shoe boxes work great as well!! You can also purchase boxes from Samaritan's purse directly if you like.  They 
have 2 kinds--plastic or cardboard.  The website is: Samaritanspurse.org.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to call Pat Gerber at 668-2670.  Have fun packing your shoe boxes and be in prayer that just the right boy or girl will 
receive your box or boxes!!  I would also ask that if you packed 1 box last year you might consider doing 2 boxes this 
year.  Every box counts and there are lots of children around the world who may only receive this simple shoe box as a 
gift at Christmas!! 

New this year: "Let's be Friends" sheets that your child can fill out about themselves and include in their packed shoe-
box. They are on the table.  Please take what you need!!  There are also peel and stick labels on the table.  These labels 
are great because they don't require tape to put the label on your box!! 
There is also a need for people to pack a shoebox online.  If you are interested in doing this, please go to samari-
tanspurse.org and select " build a shoebox online.  "  The cost for this is $25.00. There are certain parts of the world that 
Samaritan's Purse will only send this kind of shoebox. If this suits you better, please check this out.  It is fun and requires 
no shopping!! 
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Adult Education Class Fall of 2022                

The Sunday School class will include a trilogy of topics. 

The term begins with a study of the Epistles of John and 

ends with a dive into some of the Parables of Jesus.  At 

intervals through the Fall, there will be a focus on sharing 

our faith as a natural part of our everyday lives. 

 The study on the Epistles of John will be led by Ken 

O’Connor for about six weeks (September 11- Octo-

ber 23).  A prominent theme of the Epistle of 1 John is 

“how do you know with assurance that you are 

saved?”.  The Apostle addresses false doctrines and 

teachers that were infiltrating the early Church.  We 

will be reviewing these critical issues in the early 

Church and how it applies to us today.  Some of the 

key points to understand are: 1] The essence of Chris-

tianity.  2] The Assurance of salvation.  3] How to 

identify false teachers.   

 The latter half of the Fall Sunday School class will in-

clude a video series on the Parables of Jesus by R.C. 

Sproul (November 13 – December 18).  This will be 

facilitated by the Adult Education Committee with 

discussions before and after the 20-minute videos.  

We will seek a greater understanding and affection 

for the significant and timeless message Jesus pro-

claimed.  Several parables will be studied including 

the Parable of The Prodigal Son, Parable of The Rich 

Fool, The Owner of the Vineyard, and others. 

 Evangelism will be a key focus during the Fall Sunday 

school term facilitated by Sharon Miller and the Evan-

gelism Committee.  The last Sunday School class of 

each month will cover this important topic of sharing 

“the faith we live”.  The video series by Becky Pippert 

will be a focus of the program as she discusses what 

is “relational evangelism” and how to incorporate our 

love for people in our witness for Jesus. In correlation 

with the evangelism classes, a full-day Evangelism 

Training Workshop will be held on Saturday, October 

22 from 9-4pm with lunch served.  

Evangelism Training Workshop                                    

Saturday, October 22nd, 9:00am to 4:00pm     

Lunch will be provided.                                               

Please watch for additional details in our Sunday bul-

letins and church website. 

Men’s Bible Study                                          

Facilitator Ed Carlsen Jr.                                                  

Men’s Bible Study will meet weekly on Monday evenings 

at 7pm in Waith Hall. This year we will be following Pastor 

Kelly’s sermon series, beginning with the current series on 

Galatians. We’ll review the previous weeks passage and 

look into the verses that will be discussed at next Sunday’s 

service. We hope that this study format will prepare our 

hearts for worship each week, as we seek to gain a deeper 

knowledge of God’s word.  

Thursday Evening Women’s                         

Bible Study                                                                

Course Title:   The Gospel of Mark (Part 1)                           

The Arrival of Jesus 

 “People hold all sorts of opinions about Jesus Christ – 

what he believed, what he taught, how he lived.  They also 

have thoughts on how He died and whether or not He 

really rose from the dead.  But when you set your opinions 

aside, what do you really know about Jesus?” Kay Arthur 

“Who do you say that I am?”  It’s the question Jesus posed 

to Peter and it is the question he asks of us. All other 

questions of our day hinge on getting this answer right. 

This study of the gospel of Mark is designed to allow Je-

sus to speak for himself, through his Word, and by his au-

thority, to show us who he is, what he came for and how 

he provided us an opportunity to know him intimately. 

Bring a friend! 

October Gatherings:  October 6th & October 20th 

(meeting every other Thursday) 

Where:  Lancaster Presbyterian Church 

Time:  7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Teachers:  Laurie Muscato and Cheryl Olszewski 
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Prayer Page 

Praying for 

our family 

Don Flaig                   

Doris Moranski         

Beth Kroecker        

Al LaVenture        

 

Home Members 

Challie Swabb 

Norma English 

Ann Fraser 

 

 
 

LPC’s Military  

Personnel: 

Laurel Foss 

Dan Pulley 

David Boncore 

 

 

 

LPC Prayer Ministry:   

If you have a prayer re-

quest or would like to be 

part of the prayer email 

list please contact the 

church office by email 

(office@l-p-c.org) or call 

Marie in the church of-

fice at 684-2277. 

Praying for LPC ministries: 

Session: The KAP prayer is to be a prayer asking the Lord’s blessing upon and His help 

with the committees’ work. Session this month wishes to offer the following two KAP 

prayer requests upon LPC’s programs:  

Lord, the Session of LPC needs your direction as to the future use of 

or destruction of the house at 17 Lake. Please direct us as only you 

can do. 

Deacons: Lord Jesus, help us to find ways to serve others, for by serving others, we are 

serving you. Help us to find ways to put aside our needs and give to a friend. Help us 

to find and use our God given talents to serve you and honor you in our words and 

deeds. Help us to serve with a humble heart. Allow us to be examples of your love. Be 

with us and our church family to be ready and willing to give of our time, talents and 

gifts to serve you. Remind us to be joyful in our service as it is remarkable to be a child 

of God. Help us to find courage to ask others to come and serve beside us as we work 

together in our Christian life.  

Prayer for our country: Lord, please open the hearts of the American people to see 

their need to acknowledge You and believe in Your Son, Jesus.  Humble those who 

think they don’t need you, and that politics are the answer to our nation’s prob-

lems.  You have said in Your word that if Your people humble themselves and pray and 

seek Your face, You will heal their land.   Speak to our hearts that we might each re-

pent of our sins and seek You with all our heart.  Give each one of us as Christians the 

desire to pray for and speak to those who don’t know You.  Give us the courage to 

give an account for the hope that is in us with love and gentleness.   Protect our young 

people from lies that will destroy their future, leaving them with no hope or purpose.   

Prayer for our World:  Father in heaven, please protect the tens of millions of refu-

gees around the world who have had to leave their homes because of war and perse-

cution.  Father, refugees need physical help and they need spiritual hope.  Please pro-

vide permanent shelter, food, protection, jobs, friendships, and most of all the gospel, 

for these who have left all of their material possessions behind and have fled for their 

lives from Syria, Ukraine, Venezuela, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Myanmar and 

many other countries.   Lord, protect them from exploitation in refugee camps, heal 

their trauma and give them hope in Jesus.  

Pray for the pastors:  Lord God Almighty, would You help our pastors to humble them-

selves before You and under Your mighty hand, so that You will lift them up (Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 

5:6)? Guide them in what is right and teach them Your way (Psa. 25:9). May our congregation 

see that they are wise and understanding as shown by their good lives, and by deeds done in 

the humility that comes from wisdom (Jas. 3:13). Father, You have said that the ones You es-

teem are those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who trembles at Your Word (Isa. 

66:2). May our pastors be such a person!                                                                        
www.harvestprayer.com/resources/church-prayer/prayer-and-care-for-pastors/ 
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Address Service Requested 

Ordination Service                             

for Will McCabe                               
Saturday, October 15th @ 2:00pm  

followed by a dessert reception 
Please join us at LPC in Waith Hall for a Dessert Reception Saturday, Oc-
tober 15th following a 2:00 p.m. Service celebrating the ordination of our 
Associate Pastor, Will McCabe.   
I welcome your faithfulness in providing for this celebration.  Please con-
tact Brigitte Robinson-Selkregg at robinson784@roadrunner.com or (716) 
392-5900 if you would like to help with the preparations, and or, provide 
a baked good.  Your faithfulness and dedication to Christ in our ministry 
is such a blessing.  In Christ, Brigitte Robinson-Selkregg, LPC Board of 
Deacons (Moderator). 
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