
 

August 2022 

Sunday, July 31st                                                                                                           
Special Guest - Greg Mook & his family     

On Sunday, July 31 the message 

will be delivered by Greg Mook, 

one of the missionaries our 

church supports. Greg, his wife, 

Elizabeth, and their 3 children will 

be with us that Sunday.  

After the service, they will give a 

missionary presentation in Waith 

Fellowship Hall, sharing about 

their ministry.  

Please, plan to stay. A light continental breakfast will be served.  

Greg and Elizabeth are planning on going back to the mission field before 

the end of the year. 

Sunday Fellowship 

There will be fellowship in Waith Hall every Sunday after service during the 

summer with refreshments. Anyone that wants to bring a food item to 

share is more than welcome. 
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I’m not a car guy, never 

have been. Put me in 

front of a car with smoke 

rising from the hood, and 

I’m going to panic. I can 

appreciate a nice car, but 

I’m the last person to 

spend an afternoon 

watching car races or go 

to monster truck rallies. 

So it might come to a 

surprise when I say that 

one of my favorite film 

franchises is Fast and the 

Furious: those goofy action movies with a huge cast of 

people that do crazy stunts with cars. While the over-

the-top action certainly draws many in, I was caught off 

guard by the high emphasis on the theme of “family” in 

every movie (which is going on 10 movies in the series). 

When one of the characters is in trouble, the others 

rally to help. When one has a hair-brained scheme, the 

team supports him/her. And during all of this, more 

people join and are welcomed with open arms (or as 

Vin Diesel’s character might phrase it, “there’s always 

an open seat at the table”).  

Fellowship and community are themes in the Christian 

life that cannot be overemphasized. A passage which 

encapsulates the Christian stance on fellowship comes 

from Philippians 1:27-28 where Paul is talking to the 

Church of Philippi: “Only conduct yourselves in a man-

ner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or remain absent, I will hear about 

you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 

mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; and 

in no way ashamed by your opponents—which is a sign 

of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and 

this too, from God” (NASB).  

Notice how Paul integrates our love and devotion to 

Christ with a dedication to working together with oth-

ers in verse 27: “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 

of the gospel of Christ…that I will hear about you 

[plural] that you [plural] are standing firm in one spirit, 

with one mind striving together for the faith of the gos-

pel.” Our care and love for one another comes from 

God’s love for us. We cannot engage in right fellowship 

without Jesus, for we can only understand what com-

munity should be like by seeing God’s perfect fellow-

ship with himself and seeing God’s renewed fellowship 
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with us individually and collectively as the church. At the 

same time, our love should not just end with God. We 

love God far above anything and anyone, even our own 

family (Matthew 10:37), but neglecting our family is seen 

as a grave sin (Matthew 15:3-9). There’s a reason why 

the whole Law is summarized by loving God and loving 

others.  

I have personally experienced the importance of church 

and fellowship for as long as I can remember. Part of 

how I knew I was called to ministry was confirmation by 

my church at the time, and another part was how I want-

ed to help foster and grow the love that we as brothers 

and sisters in Christ are supposed to share with one an-

other. I grew to care deeply about others: wanting to 

protect them from false teachers, the temptations of the 

world, and from hurting themselves. Fellowship allows us 

to recognize our faults and when we’re off track, helps 

us learn and grow, and finds us people with whom we 

can laugh and weep.  

Coming to LPC was one of the biggest answers to prayer 

in my life. People frequently ask me why I chose here, 

and while I provide many responses, I make an effort to 

point one thing out: it feels like a family. Now we can 

look at our biological families and see the chaos, dys-

function, and sometimes heartache, and that’s true of 

churches, too. But what makes LPC so captivating is that 

even if those elements are present, love still dominates. 

The #1 thing congregation members have said to me 

since I moved in has been, “if you need anything, you let 

us know. We’ll be happy to help in any way we can.” 

When I visited back in February, I already knew the 

church’s theology, views on ministry, and things of that 

nature. What I needed to find out was how the church 

and its people felt: are they welcoming to strangers and 

regular attenders? Is there tension in the air for any rea-

son? Any divisions or cliques that threaten the stability 

of the church? Do they feel compelled to love and for-

give others just as Christ loves and has forgiven us?  

Thank you, everyone, for making this one of the easiest 

decisions I have had to make about one of the most im-

portant decisions of my life. I praise God continually that 

he has brought us together and I pray that he keeps me 

here for a long time. I look forward to continuing to 

serve LPC and thrilled to be a part of this church family 

as we strive towards the same goal that Paul had set for 

the Philippians. 
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Prayer Gathering 

What is conversational prayer you might ask.  It is what is used at our prayer gathering on the second Monday of each 

month in the church library from 1:00-2:00.  It really is a conversation among Christian friends, sharing their hearts to our 

Lord Jesus.  No one dominates the conversation.  No one is assigned a time to speak.  Some speak more often than oth-

ers.   Just like in other conversations, when one person prays, sometimes another person is reminded of something to 

pray about.  We build on each other’s prayers.   Short spontaneous prayers are preferred.  Silent prayers are respect-

ed.  Won’t you come and join us on August 8 at 1:00?  If you can’t stay for an hour, leave when you wish.  

Memory Lane - Vacation Bible School 

Staffing Youth Group this Fall 

The Christian Education Committee is looking for additional volunteers to work with both youth groups beginning in 

September.   

 Kids Youth Group (3rd - 6th grade) will meet Wednesday or Thursday evening.   

 Jr/Sr High Youth Group will likely continue on Sunday nights.   

We expect both of these groups to have non-church kids from camp and the community in attendance and your help 

and prayers are requested for these ministries.  Please express your interest to David Young 

Vacation Bible School has been a strong tradition at Lancaster Presbyterian Church from at least 1959.  It was a happy 

time for kids from LPC as well as neighborhood children.   In the 1970s the kids lined up in the parking lot and then 

marched in through the front doors with the Christian and American flags leading the way.  They sang “Boys and Girls for 

Jesus.”  There was a Director and an Assistant, who would be the Director the following year, and a large cohort of volun-

teers.   There were skits and music, Bible lessons, crafts, team contests and games.  In 1971, there were over 200 students 

for two weeks in July.  In 1969 there were two VBS schools, one in July and one in August. This is a quote from a July 

1971 bulletin: “This excellent program of consecutive daily programs makes possible types of experiences not found in 

regular Sunday School. The equivalent of 30 weeks of Sunday School is provided in these two weeks!  PLAN TO ENROLL 

YOUR FAMIY.” Pray that parents in our community will once again see the need for their children to hear the Good News 

of Jesus. 

                        “Boys and girls for Jesus, This our earnest prayer; 

                        Boys and girls for Jesus, Home, at school, at play, and everywhere 

                        we’ll tell the world of life in Jesus, He is all our song; 

                        There is all you need in Jesus, won’t you come along? 

Teacher: Joyce Klaasesz Marching to the old historic front 

doors, 1971 

Lining up in the parking lot in 

1971 

Needed: Please prayerfully consider filling in as a teacher or an aid (if possible) for the 3rd-5th grade Sunday School. 

This is a 1 year only commitment. Please reach out to Debi Eaton for any questions.  
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DAB - Young Adult Ministry   But Why? 
It probably wouldn’t take you a lot of time to identify questions you would 
want to ask God, but would it surprise you to know that God has a few 
questions for us too.   

This summer we will be looking at the questions God has for us and the 
questions we have of God.  The very idea that God enters into dialogue with 
us through his Word is an astonishing truth.  It separates Him from all the 
other false gods and makes him worthy of our praise. 

Join us for DAB (Dinner and Bible) – Lancaster Presbyterian’s Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-28) 

When:  Every Monday evening beginning at 6:00 pm (dinner starts at 6) 

Time:   6:00-830pm. 

Where:  David and Becky Young’s home, 12 Huntley Place, Lancaster New York 

Teachers:  Laurie Muscato, Carolina Jackson, David and Becky Young, and guest teachers 

Junior & Senior High Youth Group (7th—12th graders) 

Meeting weekly on Tuesdays (7:00pm—8:30pm) throughout the summer at various locations.  Drop 
off and pick up at each location. 

Tuesday August 2nd:  Babcock Home 

Monday, August 8th: Miniature Golf @ Green Acres 

 Meet at Green Acres @ 2:00pm; bring money for golf & ice cream 

Tuesday, August 9th:  Babcock Home 

Tuesday, August 16th:  TBD, please check the church website! 

Summer Youth Groups with Gavin Hill & Ryan Carlsen! 

Backyard Kids Youth Group (3rd—6th graders) 

Meeting weekly on Wednesdays (6:30-8:00pm) throughout the summer at the Young’s home locat-

ed at 12 Huntley Place, Lancaster                                                                                                               

Wednesday, August 10th: Water Night at Gloria Chaves’ home                       

Girls Summer Sewing & Craft Club (7th grade & older) 

Tuesday mornings,  July 12th - August 16th, 10:00am—11:30am                                                                     

Whether you’ve ever used a sewing machine or needle before or not, this class is for everyone who 

would like to be there!  Most of the supplies will be provided and the church ladies will give guid-

ance.                                                                                                                                  

To sign up, please contact our Summer Youth Interns:  

 Gavin Hill - hill.j.gavin@gmail.com  716-464-0841 

 Ryan Carlsen - ryan.carlsen23@houghton.edu   716-359-6766        

Option to make it a full morning by joining Ryan & Gavin at 9:15a.m. for                                                
Donuts & Devotions! 



 

The Grapevine  Page 5  

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection 

It is time to begin thinking about packing shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  The collection dates this year are  
November 14-21.  If you bring your boxes to our church, we will be taking them to Eastern Hills Wesleyan, which is the 
next stop on their journey, on Sunday November 20.  Summer is a great time to start purchasing your school supplies 
because they are all on sale.  It is also a great time to start thinking about what you would like to put in your boxes.  

Here are some suggestions for things to include in your boxes: 

School supplies 

 Crayons, colored pencils, markers (Preferably Crayola brand items) 

 pencil sharpeners, erasers, rulers, glue sticks 

 pens and pencils with no business/church advertising logos 

 small pads of papers/notebooks 

 small calculators 

 drawstring backpacks 

Other suggested items: 

 Flip Flops 

 Personal Hygiene items-Toothbrush, Plastic dish and bar of soap, washcloth 

 Jump ropes--the longer the better 

 Deflated soccer ball and pump 

 A sturdy bowl or cup and a spoon or spork 

 A plain colored T-shirt 

 socks 

 stuffed animals 

For older children: 

 Gardening/work gloves 

 Sewing Kit 

 Flashlight-Solar or LED--send extra batteries with the ends taped over 

A few items that should NOT be included: 

 Toothpaste 

 Candy and gum (both are no longer allowed and will be removed) 

 Anything that requires an explanation--don't send games or crafts with English directions 

 Anything that is not brand new 

 War Toys 

 Anything liquid, including bottles of glue 

 anything glass that could break 

If you decide to wrap your box after it has been packed, the top and bottom must be wrapped individually.  Every shoe 
box is looked through at the collection center in North Carolina. The shoe box recipients receive a gospel booklet pre-
sented in their own language. Shoe box recipients also receive an invitation to attend a 12 lesson follow-up discipleship 
program called the Greatest Journey.  The cost of processing each box is $10.00.  You may include a check for this 
amount in your shoebox or you may donate this on-line at Samaritanspurse.org and receive a shipping label that you 
can tape on your box.  If you donate on-line, it will also track your box and you can go on-line to Operation Christmas 
Child, Pack a shoebox, and Label Options. You should be able to see what country your box or boxes went to. 

There will be a table set up by the lounge area under the sanctuary where there will be plenty of empty boxes. Help 
yourself!!  Plastic shoe boxes work great as well!! You can also purchase boxes from Samaritan's purse directly if you like.  
They have 2 kinds--plastic or cardboard.  The website is: Samaritanspurse.org.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call Pat Gerber at 668-2670.  Have fun beginning to think about packing your shoe boxes and be in prayer that 
just the right boy or girl will receive your box or boxes!!  I would also ask that if you packed 1 box last year you might 
consider doing 2 boxes this year.  Every box counts and there are lots of children around the world who may only re-
ceive this simple shoe box as a gift at Christmas!! 
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Exciting Sierra Leone Update! 

In Sierra Leone LPC’s continued support of mission work through our presbytery, Presbytery of the Alleghe-

nies, has led us over the years to focus on the village of Gbenekoro. As you probably already know, we are 

doing so partnering with Pastor Lahai Kargbo and his wife Fatima. Gbenekoro is within the Koinadugu district, 

home of the Kuranko tribe, an unreached people group, and a very closed Muslim group to the gospel. 

Gbenekoro is listed as an E2025 site by the EPC World Outreach initiative. As we continue looking for oppor-

tunities to assist our brothers and sisters in the village of Gbenekoro in making the gospel known in the Ku-

ranko community, the Lord has opened the door for LPC to partner with two other EPC churches from our 

presbytery to see a church building constructed in Gbenekoro. This is so exciting! We have been talking and 

praying about this with pastor Lahai, and Samuel Sessay for years now, and the Lord’s timing is now. We are 

so thankful to God that He is making it possible that the saints today and those yet to come to faith in 

Gbenekoro will have a church building where they can worship and serve the Lord. This church building is 

extremely huge in bringing credibility to their witness in the eyes of the Muslim Kuranko tribe. 
 

Construction of the Gbenekoro Church has begun! 

 

With the initial donation from one of the three churches, the construction work has started earnestly, and it is 

our hope that the project will be completed before Easter 2023. The project is to build a church building that 

seat about 300 people in the Kuranko community of Gbenekoro. 
 

Here are photos of the commencement of the work. 

Mark your calendars!  Our traditional, annual,                              

Mission Conference will take place November 4-6.                                                                                                                       

Theme this year: “Our time, our witness” 2 Cor 5:20 & 6:2.  
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Prayer Page 

Praying for 

our family 

Beth Kroecker     

Joanne Gadra          

Sandi Tadusz           

Dave Breckenridge  

Al LaVenture       

Helen Markham    

 

Home Members 

Al Martin 

Betty Glowacki 

Don Metzger 

 

 
 

LPC’s Military  

Personnel: 

Laurel Foss 

Dan Pulley 

David Boncore 

 

 

 

LPC Prayer Ministry:   

If you have a prayer re-

quest or would like to be 

part of the prayer email 

list please contact the 

church office by email 

(office@l-p-c.org) or call 

Marie in the church of-

fice at 684-2277. 

Praying for LPC ministries: 

Session: The KAP prayer is to be a prayer asking the Lord’s blessing upon and His help with 

the committees’ work. Session this month wishes to offer the following two KAP prayer re-

quests upon LPC’s programs:  

As we get older, summers in WNY feel shorter. Please pray that we all use this sum-

mer season to pray more, to focus more on God’s will, to focus on God’s faithful-

ness, to become refreshed in the Spirit and the body and to prepare for serving 

God more this fall. Pray that we can become refreshed and also draw closer to God.  

Deacons: Heavenly Father, Lord Jesus, Holy Spirit, we praise you for your gift of corporate 

worship which we have been called to do as a community of believers. Through worship our 

faith is strengthened through hearing the Word, together; praying, together; singing, togeth-

er and confessing, together. We ask forgiveness in that we often make worship about con-

venience to ourselves and ask instead that you would open our hearts to seeking and prais-

ing you  as a unified body of believers. Thank you for the freedom we have to worship in 

America and for the strength of this reformed and faithful congregation at LPC. Please lead 

us onward to seek and serve you. Please strengthen our hearts and minds individually and 

also let us seek strength, wisdom and grace in our corporate worship. We pray all these 

things in the name of Jesus. Amen 

Prayer for our country: Father in heaven, our nation has wandered far from You and 

from the goals and dreams of our founders.  Please forgive us for our sins and bring us back 

to you as a nation.  Help us to remember the words written so long ago: “We hold these 

Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Crea-

tor with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Hap-

piness.”  Without Your Law and Your salvation, we have become a brutal people.  We plead 

with You to bring us back to truth and righteousness.  Thank You for the courage of our Su-

preme Court Justices to make moral decisions.  Please protect them and their families.  

Prayer for our World:  Dear Lord, Your people in Nigeria continue to be slaughtered 

with no refuge to be found.  Please provide protection and healing for their broken hearts 

and bodies.  Give Your Church in Nigeria strength to continue in faith and love, and for-

giveness for their persecutors.  Protect those girls who have been kidnapped and bring them 

back to their families safely with their faith intact.  Change the hearts of those who murder in 

the name of their god.  Lay it on the heart of government leaders to provide more help for 

Christian Nigerians.  

Pray for the pastors:   Lord God Almighty, would You help our pastors to humble them-

selves before You and under Your mighty hand, so that You will lift them up (Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 

5:6)? Guide them in what is right and teach them Your way (Psa. 25:9). May our congregation 

see that they are wise and understanding as shown by their good lives, and by deeds done in 

the humility that comes from wisdom (Jas. 3:13). Father, You have said that the ones You es-

teem are those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who trembles at Your Word (Isa. 

66:2). May our pastors be such a person! 
   www.harvestprayer.com/resources/church-prayer/prayer-and-care-for-pastors/ 
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Sunday Fellowship 

There will be fellowship in Waith Hall every Sunday after service during the summer 

with refreshments. Anyone that wants to bring a food item to share is more than wel-

come. 


