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Purpose: 

For God’s glory  

we are committed  

to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ  

in all we say and all we do 

to make and equip disciples  

in our families, our community, and the world. 

Core Values: 

We believe in the authority of Scripture 

and we affirm  

the historic teachings   

of Reformed Christianity. 

Luke 3: 1-20                                                           
The Coming of the Christ 

1 
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was 

tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abi-

lene, 
2 
in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. 
3 
And he came into all the district 

around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; 
4 

as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “THE VOICE OF ONE 

CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. 
5 
‘EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE BROUGHT LOW; THE 

CROOKED WILL BECOME STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH; 
6 
AND ALL FLESH WILL 

SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD.’ ” 
7 
So he began saying to the crowds who were going 

out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 
8 
“Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance, and do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for I say to you that 

from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. 
9 
“Indeed the axe is 

already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10 

And the crowds were questioning him, say-

ing, “Then what shall we do?” 
11 

And he would answer and say to them, “The man 

who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; and he who has food is to 

do likewise.” 
12 

And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to 

him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 
13 

and he said to them, “Collect no more than 

what you have been ordered to.” 
14 Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, 

“And what about us, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not take money 

from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages.” 
15 

Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in 

their hearts about John, as to whether he was the Christ, 
16 

John answered and said 

to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mighti-

er than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 

“His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly 

clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He will burn 

up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
18 

So with many other exhortations he 

preached the gospel to the people. 
19 

But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimand-

ed by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked 

things which Herod had done, 
20 

Herod also added this to them all: he locked John 

up in prison. 



Prelude 

 

*Gathering Song: Joy To The World!                

Red Hymnal No. 171 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come,                                                                                         

let earth receive her King.                                                                                                  

Let every heart prepare Him room,                                                                                            

and heaven and nature sing,  and heaven and nature sing,                                                                     

and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world!  The Savior reigns,                                                                                        

let men their songs employ.                                                                                                  

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains                                                                            

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,                                                                            

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.                                                             

He comes to make His blessing flow far as the curse is found,                                                                

far as the curse is found, far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace,                                                                                     

and makes the nations prove.                                                                                                 

The glories of His righteousness,                                                                                            

and wonders of His love, and wonders of His love,                                                                            

and wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

Welcome - Pastor Kelly Negus 

 

 



Call to Worship: Lighting of the Christ Candle 

5:00pm: Pastor Kelly & Lisa Negus, Gaelen, Gabriel & Graeme 

8:00pm: Kevin & Brigitte Selkregg 

Reader: Joy to the world the Lord is come!  

All:  If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But now Christ 

has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came 

death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all 

will be made alive. Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Unison Prayer: Lord Jesus, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Please use us in building 

Your kingdom.  Increase our capacity for service and hasten the day of Your return.  For Your praise 

and glory we pray, Amen. 

 

First Reading of the Christmas Story: Matthew 1:18-25   
Read by: 5:00pm– Larry Cornwall; 8:00pm-Frank & Pat Gerber 

 

 

*Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High                                                                                       
Red Hymnal No. 192 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains                                                                

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains 

 

Chorus:  Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis, Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?                                                               

What the gladsome tidings be, Which inspire your heavenly song? 

Chorus 

Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing                                                                  

Come adore, on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Chorus 



Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Dear Father, Lord Jesus, Holy Spirit,                                                                                        

we gather in earnest hope and eager expectation                                                                              

for the coming of the Christ as it was so long ago.                                                                          

The faithful have known the deep longing for this appearing,                                                                 

and we ask, O Lord, do it again.                                                                                             

Bend every heart low                                                                                                         

in genuine contrition and repentance                                                                                         

for the forgiveness of sins,                                                                                                 

as in the days of John the Baptist,                                                                                          

as in the days of the dawning                                                                                                

of the fully fledged gospel proclamation,                                                                                    

beginning in Jerusalem                                                                                                       

and moving thence irresistibly out through Judea,                                                                            

Samaria and to the uttermost ends of the earth                                                                               

in the power of Your Holy Spirit.                                                                                            

And hear us, we pray,                                                                                                        

as we lift the confession of our sins to You                                                                                 

in the silence of this moment. 

Silent Confession 

Blessed Trinity,                                                                                                             

Thank You for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                                       

We are mindful of the cost to You and to the Son.                                                                            

Our hearts are born up in the joy of Your salvation.                                                                         

We praise You with great praise,                                                                                             

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen! 

 

Second Reading of the Christmas Story: Luke 2:1-7 
Read by: 5:00pm-Luke Vincett; 8:00pm-Rob & Janine Macdonald 

 

 



*Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful  
Red Hymnal No.193 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;                                                                              

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem                                                                                            

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels 

Chorus:   O come let us adore Him, O Come let us adore Him                                                                   

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation;                                                                                   

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above                                                                                      

Glory to God, all glory in the highest                                                                                       

Chorus 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;                                                                           

O Jesus, to Thee be all glory given                                                                                          

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing                                                                                   

Chorus 

 

Third Reading of the Christmas Story: Luke 2:8-20                                                              

Read by: 5:00pm– Wayne Cole; 8:00pm-Alan & Karen Nowicki 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Luke 3: 1-20 

The Coming of the Christ 

Pastor Kelly Negus 

 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 



Affirmation of Faith 

The Nicene Creed, Paragraph 2 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,                                                                                        

the only Son of God,                                                                                                         

eternally begotten of the Father,                                                                                            

God from God, Light from Light,                                                                                              

True God from True God,                                                                                                      

begotten, not made,                                                                                                          

of one Being with the Father;                                                                                                

through Him all things were made.                                                                                            

For us and for our salvation                                                                                                 

He came down from heaven,                                                                                                    

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary                                                                         

and became truly human.                                                                                                      

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilot;                                                                           

He suffered death and was buried.                                                                                            

On the third day He rose again                                                                                               

in accordance with the Scriptures;                                                                                           

He ascended into heaven                                                                                                      

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                                               

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,                                                                

and His kingdom will have no end. 

 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory: And The Word Became Life ~ Clark                                                                                            

Chancel Choir—Jessica Wander, Director 

*Doxology                                                                                                                    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Him all creatures here below;                                        

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

 



*Lighting of the Candles:  Silent Night! Holy Night!                                                                       

Red Hymnal No.195 

Silent night! Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright;                                                                       

Round yon virgin mother and child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild;                                            

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,                                                                    

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing alleluia                                                         

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”                                                                    

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure Light                                                                      

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,                                            

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Silent night!  Holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light;                                                                   

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;                                                                           

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  Amen. 

*Benediction  

*Parting Song:   Were You There on that Christmas Night? 

Were you there, were you there on that Christmas night,                                                                 

When the world was full of a holy light?                                                                                     

Were you there to behold when the wonder foretold … Came to earth? 

Did you see, did you see how they hailed Him King,                                                                           

With the gifts so rare that they chose to bring?                                                                             

Did you see how they bowed as they praised Him aloud … At His birth? 

Did you hear how the choirs of Angels sang, at the Glory of the sight? 

Did you hear how the bells of Heaven rang … All through the night? 

Did you know, did you know it was God’s own Son,                                                                             

The salvation of the world begun? 

Did you know it was love that was sent from above, to the earth? 

Did you know it was love that was sent from above, to the earth? 
CCLI Song #131679 
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Postlude  

Dennis Smith - Guest Organist 

 



https://www.l-p-c.org/sermons/kingdom-connections/ 


