
 

January 2023 

No Sunday School & no Adult Education.                                                   

Communion will take place Sunday, January 8, 2023 

during both services. 

The Ordination & Installation of New Officers     

Sunday, January 8, 2022 
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Every morning at 5 a.m., I awake to the familiar 

strains of Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly 

Light.  That’s what I have my alarm set to on my 

cell phone: 

Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light,  

And usher in the morning. 

Ye shepherds shrink not with affright,  

But hear the angel’s warning. 

This Child, now weak in infancy, 

Our confidence and joy shall be, 

The power of Satan breaking, 

Our peace eternal making. 

 This single verse reminds me in short order 

that Jesus is the Light of the world.  We sing of 

Jesus in His first arrival ushering in the morning.  

Angels filled the sky that night with thunderous 

expressions of allegiance to the King of the Kings, 

weak in infancy, yet powerful to destroy the works 

of Satan.  That’s the reminder that gets me out of 

bed every morning. 

 We know that Jesus came to “destroy the 

works of the devil” (1 John 3:8).  He accomplished 

this glorious victory on, of all places, the cross.  In 

the one place that looks as if things are as out of 

control for Jesus as they could be, on the cross, we 

find that Jesus is actually as in control as He could 

be, fulfilling His Father’s purpose.  The rulers of 

the people sneered and said, “let Him save Him-

self” (Luke 23:35).  The soldiers mocked Him say-

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 

ing “save Yourself!” (Luke 23:37).  One of the crimi-

nals who was hanged there hurled abuse at Him, 

saying, “Save Yourself.”  Beloved, where does that 

cry come from?  We’ve heard it before.  Peter said 

something like it when Jesus began to show the 

disciples in Matthew 16 how He must go to Jerusa-

lem, and suffer many things from the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed.  Do you re-

member what Peter said?  He took Jesus aside and 

began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord!  

This shall never happen to You” (Matthew 16:21).  

OK, so where did that come from?  Jesus makes it 

painfully clear where that came from when He con-

fronts Peter with, “Get behind Me, Satan!  You are a 

stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your 

mind on God’s interests, but man’s” (Matthew 

16:23).  In Jesus’ going to the cross to give Himself 

as a ransom for many, Satan was not in control in 

this unfolding of events, Jesus was!  In the most 

horrifying of all possible places, Jesus was reconcil-

ing all things to Himself, making peace through the 

blood of His cross” (Colossians 1:20).  That’s what I 

think of every day first thing in the morning as I 

take up my alarm and intentionally let it play out 

through the resolution of the crucial message: The 

power of Satan breaking, Our peace eternal mak-

ing. 

 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (Romans 5:1).  Praise Him!  Praise Him forev-

er!  He came as a baby, but He won through our 

salvation through His great and terrible victory on 

the cross.  Jesus has come.  Jesus is coming again.  

Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come!  Merry Christmas 

everyone!  I love you all! 

 Pastor Kelly 
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Memory Lane - “May I help you?”  

2022 Annual Report 

Please start preparing now! 

Annual reports of all groups, committees, and ministries of LPC will be due in January.  Reports 

should include all pertinent information, personnel and accomplishments of 2022.  Please send to 

the church office by January 15th in order for your report to be included in the Annual Report.  The 

Annual Congregational Meeting will take place Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 12:30pm. 

How many of these secretaries, while serving God in the LPC office, also helped you out in some way(s)?  To 

our knowledge the first church secretary was Madeline LaPatra in 1972 while Rev. Rettew was Pastor.  Before 

this time Pastors printed their own bulletins.  More recently our secretaries type, print and collate bulletins for 

two services, the Grapevine, songbooks for camp and canoe trips, etc, etc, etc.  They have also been seen fix-

ing lunches for various occasions and even cleaning the refrigerator - and much more. 

Thank God for their services. 

Madeline LaPatra Jean Burchette Jan Stasiowski 

Dianne Conklin Marie Babcock 
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Junior & Senior High Youth Group (7th—12th graders) 

Meeting weekly on Sundays (7:00pm—8:30pm) at the Potter’s House 

 Sunday, January 1st: No Youth Group 

 Sunday, January 8th:  Senior High only (9th—12th grade) Supper @ 5:00pm (see below for details); 

Bonfire (7th –12th graders) at the Dunbar’s home, 7:00pm—8:30pm; dress appropriately; weather permit-

ting; If inclement weather, youth group will be at the Potter’s House. 

 Sunday, January 15th:  Regular Youth Group at the Potter’s House; 7:00pm—8:30pm  

 Sunday, January 22nd: Ice Skating at Canalside 

 Meet at the church at 5:30pm to ride the church bus downtown 

 Skate from 6:00pm-8:00pm 

  Pick up from church at 8:30pm 

 Cost is $8.00 to skate plus $5.00 to rent skates if you don’t have your own; bring extra cash if you want 

to buy hot chocolate/snack 

 Permission slip is required and can be found on the church website. 

 Sunday, January 29th: Regular Youth Group at the Potter’s House, 7:00pm—8:30pm 

 Youth Groups @ LPC! 

Kids Youth Group (3rd—6th graders) 

Meeting weekly on Wednesdays (6:30-8:00pm) @ the Potter’s House                                                                                          

Gym time, crafts, activities, snacks & Bible lesson                                                                                                                           

No Youth Group Wednesday, December 28th            

Senior High Cooking Class & Dinner! 

 For High School Students and DAB Young Adults 

1st Sunday of each month in the church kitchen 

On Sunday, January 8th, DAB college kids and Sr. Highs are invited to enjoy dinner together at church - 
but first there will be a cooking lesson as they prepare the meal together! 

Arrive at 5:00p.m. - Dinner at 6:30 p.m. - Youth Group at 7 p.m. (Jr High joins) 

*High School and DAB should RSVP to Diane Carlsen or Becky Young meal planning purposes.* 

DAB (Young Adult) Christmas Dinner Party                                                                       
Tuesday, December 27th @ 6:00pm                                                                                              

The Babcock Home (871 Erie St., Lancaster)                                                                                   

RSVP to Marie Babcock 716-957-0759                                                                                                  

Wear your holiday best!  Dinner, fun games and a special guest! 
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Thank you to everyone who so generously brought gifts for Urban Christian Ministries.   Many 

in Buffalo who are struggling financially, will have a happier Christmas because of your 

thoughtfulness.  

Communion servers needed  If any current or former Elders, Deacons or Trustees would like to serve Communion, 

please contact Marie in the church office. 

LPC Online Giving 

The LPC website now offers an online giving option.  Simply click the “GIVE” button in the upper right corner of the main 

page.  Clicking it takes you to a webpage that allows you to give online using PayPal, a Debit card or a Credit card.  

Another way to give and support LPC is by using AmazonSmile when shopping on Amazon.  Enter 

https://smile.amazon.com/ in your browser and then enter Lancaster Presbyterian Church in New York as your charity of 

choice and every time you shop on AmazonSmile it will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to LPC.  

17 Lake Ave Rental Property Available                                                                                                            

The Trustees will be seeking a qualified tenant to move into the property that has recently been renovated at 17 Lake 

Ave. We have completely remodeled the kitchen and bath with all new flooring, counter tops, appliances and tilework. 

The entire interior of the house has a fresh coat of paint. The house is approximately 1,200 sq ft. with three bedrooms 

and one bath and includes laundry facilities in the basement.  The property will be available for rental January 1, 2023.  

Interested parties can feel free to email Rick Stotz at rastotzjr@gmail.com to schedule a walk through and fill out a rental 

application. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe box Collection Update 

Frank and I would like to thank all of the Shoebox packers of LPC. We had the opportunity of taking 108 Shoeboxes lov-

ingly packed by our LPC congregation for Operation Christmas Child over to Eastern Hills Wesleyan Church on Sunday 

Nov. 20 in the afternoon. They all looked so beautiful on the outside!! I am sure they are even more beautiful on the in-

side and will cause such joy as they are opened by a boy or girl somewhere in the world. The best part of all of this is 

that each child receives the Gospel story in their own language!! Please join me in prayer that each shoebox recipient will 

have their heart opened to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and that their entire family and maybe village will as well!!  These 

shoeboxes go to a processing center where each one will be gone through to be sure their contents are acceptable as 

required by the ministry of Samaritan's Purse and different customs agencies around the world.  

If you printed up a label in order to track your shoebox, you can go to Samaritanspurse.org and do the following to find 

out where your shoebox has gone:  What we do(up top), Operation Christmas Child(drop down), Follow your box look up 

tool and put in your email address. You will be able to see where your shoeboxes have gone since 2014. It is so 

easy!!  Please keep praying for your box or boxes, and start thinking about what you can do next year for Operation 

Christmas Child!! 

I checked to see where our boxes have gone. I found out 2 countries where they are headed-Columbia and South Africa. 

Where are yours headed?? If you know, please send me an email at pattij74@gmail.com.  Let's see how much of the 

world our church is reaching through this shoe box ministry!! 

Frank & Pat Gerber 

2023 Offering Envelopes   New offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the lower foyer.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, or if you would like envelopes please contact Diane Carlsen. 

https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:rastotzjr@gmail.com
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A person who came to the prayer meeting for the first 

time said she felt at home and at ease there.  I hope many 

of you who are able to come on the second Monday of 

the month at 1:00 will also come and find that this is a 

place to rest in the Lord whether you pray out loud or 

not.   It is an hour to slow down and spend time silently 

joining in the prayers of others or speaking your 

own.  King David said even before there is a word on our 

tongue, God knows it all.   So why then do we need to 

pray?   Because our God is a gracious God and He wants 

to hear from us.  There is something very special about 

praying with Christian friends.  Please join us on January 9 

at 1:00pm. 

Adult Education Class  

The Adult Sunday School class will continue the study on 

the Parables of Jesus through the end of March utilizing 

the video series by RC Sproul.   

 On January 8th Kevin Selkregg will begin the term 

with The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and Pearl of 

Great Price.   

 Ken O'Connor will lead the class on January 15th on 

the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.   

 January 22nd is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday with 

Laurie Muscato leading that class.   

 Kevin will continue with the six remaining Parables 

after that.   

 The last Sunday of each month will feature the Evan-

gelism subject with the video series by Becky Pippert 

led by Sharon Miller and the Evangelism team.  

Men’s Bible Study                                            

No Gatherings December 26 & January 2                                         

Men's Bible Study resumes on Monday January 9th at 

7pm in Waith Hall. We will be following the current ser-

mon series that Pastor Kelly and Pastor Will are present-

ing, reviewing the Bible readings and commentaries. 

Please join us in 2023; Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year!  

Thursday Evening Women’s                         

Bible Study                                                                

Course Title:   The Gospel of Mark (Part 1)                           

The Arrival of Jesus 

“People hold all sorts of opinions about Jesus Christ – 

what he believed, what he taught, how he lived.  They also 

have thoughts on how He died and whether or not He 

really rose from the dead.  But when you set your opinions 

aside, what do you really know about Jesus?” Kay Arthur 

“Who do you say that I am?”  It’s the question Jesus posed 

to Peter and it is the question he asks of us. All other 

questions of our day hinge on getting this answer right. 

This study of the gospel of Mark is designed to allow Je-

sus to speak for himself, through his Word, and by his au-

thority, to show us who he is, what he came for and how 

he provided us an opportunity to know him intimately. 

Bring a friend! 

January Gathering:  January 26th (continuing every 

other week)  

Time:  7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Teachers:  Laurie Muscato and Cheryl Olszewski 

Prayer Gathering—Monday, January 9th 
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Prayer Page 

Praying for 

our family 

Ron Stasiowski             

Judy Martin         

Don Flaig                   

Al LaVenture        

 

Home Members 

Challie Swabb 

Norma English 

Millie Epolito 

Ann Fraser 

Garnet Garland 

 

 
 

LPC’s Military  

Personnel: 

Laurel Foss 

Dan Pulley 

David Boncore 

 

 

 

LPC Prayer Ministry:   

If you have a prayer re-

quest or would like to be 

part of the prayer email 

list please contact the 

church office by email 

(office@l-p-c.org) or call 

Marie in the church of-

fice at 684-2277. 

Praying for LPC ministries: 

Session: The KAP prayer is to be a prayer asking the Lord’s blessing upon and His help with 

the committees’ work. Session this month wishes to offer the following two KAP prayer re-

quests upon LPC’s programs:   

 Galatians 6:9 says: 

 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

[KJV] 

Let’s pray: 

Lord, help us say “Yes” to serving you and give us strength such that we are 

not weary in serving you and when we are serving others in your name. 

Help us stay strong in you and help us stay focused on serving others and 

on Your will. 

 Please pray for the 2 missions trips planned for 2023. [One trip to Sierra Leone and a youth 

trip to assist in the church planting efforts in Albertville, Alabama] 

Deacons: Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for our many blessings. We pray that as we go about 

our lives and duties that we would be aware that we are your representatives. We pray that we 

will be good stewards of our time, be aware of other’s needs and stay focused on what you 

would have us do. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for being with us always, Amen. 

Prayer for our country: Father in heaven, thank You that You are our only refuge and 

strength and that You are an ever present help when we experience trouble.   Holy Spirit, keep 

us from fearing anything but our God, though the earth should change and though the moun-

tains slip into the heart of the sea.  Keep your power and majesty ever in our minds so that we 

may know that we are never alone no matter what happens.  Though many in our nation now 

call good evil and evil good, keep us strong in the knowledge that Your truth never changes.  

Prayer for our World:  Dear LORD, please encourage your Christian Community in Ne-

pal.  Believers in Christ who live there experience opposition from Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist and 

Marxist groups as well as family members.  Give Your called people courage and strength in the 

midst of harassment and beatings from local Hindu nationalists who want Nepal to be a com-

pletely Hindu nation.   Protect young girls from deceptive human traffickers and Christian wid-

ows from discrimination.   

Pray for the pastors:  I thank you, Father, that Your eyes are on my shepherd and Your 

ears are attentive to our pastors’ prayers and Your face is against those who plot evil against 

our pastors (1 Peter 3:12). For I know that in all things You work for the good of Kelly and Will 

who love You (Romans 8:28).  Who can accuse these pastors who are daily interceded for by 

Christ Jesus? (Romans 8:33-34).  Therefore, in all things our pastors are more than conquerors 

(Romans 8:37). Thank you, God.                                                                                     

     The Pray! Prayer Journal, Nov Press 2003, p. 155 
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