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Ever since he was a little pup, 

Kipper has loved the snow.  You 

should have seen him this 

morning when we went out into 

the cold first thing.  It was 25 

degrees.  A light blanket cov-

ered the ground.  Frozen leaves 

crunched under foot and paw.  

He picked his little forepaws 

high just like a miniature Ten-

nessee Walker.  His decrepit 

body language morphed into 

wakeful energy and joie de 

vivre.  His nose went down and 

he was off, whiffing and poofing 

all the way.  To see the old 

hound come to life like that re-

joices my heart. 

It was early.  I saw three o’clock 

when I first stirred.  A little time 

had elapsed since then, but it 

put me in mind of the carol, 

Past Three O’Clock: 

 

Refrain: 

Past three o'clock, 

on a cold frosty morning, 

past three o'clock, 

good morrow masters all. 

 

Born is a baby 

gentle as may be, 

Son of the Eternal 

Father supernal.  Refrain. 

 

Seraph choir singeth, 

angel bell ringeth, 

hark how they rhyme it, 

time it and chime it!  Refrain. 

 

Mid earth rejoices 

hearing such voices. 

ne'ertofore so well 

carolling nowell!  Refrain. 

 

Hinds o'er the pearly 

dewy lawn early 

seek the high stranger 

laid in the manager.  Refrain. 

 

Cheese from the dairy 

bring they for Mary, 

and, not for money, 

butter and honey.  Refrain. 

 

Light out of star-land 

leadeth from far land 

princes, to meet Him, 

worship and greet Him.  Refrain. 

 

Myrrh from full coffer, 

incense they offer; 

nor is the golden 

nugget withholden.  Refrain. 

 

Thus they: I pray you, 

up sirs, nor stay you 

till ye confess Him 

likewise and bless Him.  Refrain.  

 

Thus we sang as we danced around 

the lawn on a cold frosty morning. 

 

And the moon on the breast of the 

new-fallen snow, gave the lustre of 

midday to objects below.  No really; 

it did.  I have rarely seen a moon so 

brilliant or a halo so glowing.  It 

looked like a rainbow in a perfect 

circle, while the center was so bright 

that it hurt our eyes. 

I had to give thanks right there on 

the spot, and worship with prayer 

for the wonder, the joy and the 

beauty.  When I consider Your heav-

ens, the work of Your fingers, the 

moon and the stars, which You have 

ordained; O LORD, our Lord, How 

majestic is Your name in all the 

earth! (Psalm 8:3 and 9). 

The whole experience brought back 

a quote from A.W. Tozer: He who 

does not worship God seven days a 

week, does not worship God one 

day a week!  Beloved, we should 

worship God at all times.  As G.K. 

Chesterton famously quipped, As 

children we were grateful to those 

who filled our stockings at Christ-

mas time.  As adults are we not 

grateful to God for filling our stock-

ings with two feet? 

Merry Christmas, Beloved, and a 

Happy New Year! 

 

Pastor Kelly 

Worship 
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Memory Lane - Cute pictures of the past 

SOUP for PATH (People Against Trafficking Humans)   

Wednesdays in January and February (Jan 12 - Feb 9) we will provide a meal of soup, bread and cookies for the la-

dies and children receiving services at PATH in Buffalo.   Contributions should be dropped off in the church kitchen 

by 10 a.m. on Wednesday morning.  Needs each week include: 

large pot of soup (feeds 20-25) 

large pot of vegetarian soup (feeds 10-15) 

bread or rolls for 30-40 people 

4+ dozen cookies 

Pots are available in the church kitchen.  Take one home on Sunday and bring it back to the church refrigerator with 

soup before Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

A sign up sheet is in the foyer or can be accessed through the church Facebook group. 

Do you ever wonder if your contributions to missions are really helpful?  We know they are at PATH!  They wish we 

could continue Wednesday soup all year long.  For now we are committed to January 12, 19, 26 and February 2, 9.  

Fill those spots quickly or talk to Becky Young and maybe we can extend our provision.  You are greatly appreciated! 

Tom Gordon, Norman Richard, Chuck Henry,                      
David Seeholtzer   (Mother daughter banquet) 

Rev. Richard & Anna Rettew, Mrs. Rettew Sr & 

Kate Pulley 

David Breckenridge - Camp Duffield,                          
Evening Devotions 

Rev. Dr. Richard 

Rettew & Michael 

Wheally (Father 

Son Banquet)   

Carlton Tanner 

looking on 
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Monthly Prayer Meetings at LPC 

Our missionaries, our nation, the persecuted church and Lancaster Presbyterian Church all need our 

prayer.   Please join us for prayer at 1:00 P.M. on the second Monday of each month in the church 

library.   Share in fellowship in the unity of prayer.  You do not have to pray out loud.   Just meet with 

God’s family in praising and petitioning our triune God whether aloud or in the silence of your heart.   

Adult Education Class beginning Sunday, January 9, 2022 @ 9:45am 

Romans 8                                                                                                                            

Teacher: Kevin Selkregg 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”  Romans 8:1 

Charles Erdman, in his commentary on Romans says, “If the Epis-

tle to the Romans rightly has been called ‘the cathedral of the 

Christian faith,’ then surely the Eight chapter may be regarded 

as its most sacred shrine, or its high altar of worship, of praise, 

and of prayer.”  John MacArthur says, “It would be impossible not 

to be changed after internalizing the truths contained in this life-

changing chapter.” 

In mid-January, Kevin Selkregg will begin leading this study of 

Romans Chapter 8 utilizing a 12-part video series from Ligonier 

Ministries by Dr. Derek Thomas.  Dr. Thomas is a senior minister of the First Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, S.C. and a Ligonier Ministries teaching fellow and author of many books.  In this series, a 

portion of each lesson will include a video presentation by Dr. Thomas as he exegetes this passage 

of Scripture verse by verse.  In his first lesson, Dr. Thomas will explain why he considers the Eight 

chapter of Romans to be the greatest chapter of the Bible.  Some study guide questions will be dis-

cussed before and after the videos during each class. 

2021 Annual Report 

Please start preparing now! 

Annual reports of all groups, committees, and ministries of LPC will be due in January.  Reports 

should include all pertinent information, personnel and accomplishments of 2021.  Please send to 

the church office by January 15th in order for your report to be included in the Annual Report.  The 

Annual Congregational Meeting will take place Sunday, February 13, 2022 at 12:30pm. 

The Ordination and Installation of New Officers will take place during both              

services on Sunday, January 9, 2022. 
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Dear Friends,  

I had just shifted into high gear, speed-walking pace coming off my plane a couple of months ago in the Indian-
apolis Airport. I visualized the familiar path to baggage claim, my rental car and the drive across town. Suddenly 
that mental imaging was slapped away. Rounding a corner, I walked into a wall of densely clustered people, all 
dressed in dark clothing clogging up the hallway. Surprised, I stepped back to figure out what this jarring 
“interruption” was all about.  
They seemed to be a disoriented large tour group following three people holding up large placards to lead their 
way. Then I realized what I had bumped into. This group of over 50 people were Afghan families – mothers carry-
ing babies, toddlers holding hands with the elderly, families arriving to be brought to Camp Atterbury, the nearby 
military base outside of Indianapolis where they would join thousands of other displaced Afghans. There are seven 
other bases in the U.S. where collectively over 73 thousand Afghans have been received in the last few months 
and wait to be processed for resettlement. 
The emotion of the moment stunned me. I wondered what these visibly bewildered people must be feeling and 
experiencing. Their clothing and the small bags they carried represented all of their earthly belongings. But their 
faces and shoulders carried much more weight. I thought of their loss of home, country, culture, friends, family, 
everything familiar, as they wandered around an unfamiliar airport in a strange land. I walked alongside them, with 
just enough time to pray, “Lord, I pray your grace, mercy, peace, truth and love over these dear ones. May their 
time in this country mark the time they came to know you.” And then, they were led down a secure hallway and 
gone. 

That scene has continued to jarr and interrupt me, coming to mind again and again the last few weeks during this 
Advent season as I’ve contemplated the Christmas story so familiar to us. 
The Christmas story, where Mary and Joseph sojourned to Bethlehem, over tough terrain, only to find themselves 
in a city that wasn’t theirs, separated from home, family, friends, and comfort. Mary pregnant, and ready to give 
birth, finding themselves in a generous, but far from ideal place of refuge, in a barn that was probably more like a 
cold, rocky cave. This wondrous event and miraculous moment, was followed later by another journey, this time of 
escape into a foreign land, fleeing terror and death at the hand of King Herod. 
Jesus knows intimately what it is to be the displaced and the resettler, the immigrant and the welcomer, the guest 
and the Host. God calls us as his followers to be a friend to the stranger and to show hospitality.  
Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who 
have done this have entertained angels without realizing it! 
Hebrews 13:1-2 

Advent is a time of waiting, anticipation for our coming King. It’s a time to be reminded of who has called us. It’s a 
time to be reminded of the family he graciously welcomed us into and invites all to.  

May our hearts, minds, prayers, and homes be filled with a loving hospitality for those strangers, those families, 
who have yet to enter the family of God. 
Grace, Peace, and Merry Advent, 
Gabriel de Guia, EPC World Outreach , Executive Director  
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Youth Groups @ LPC                                              

(September—May) 

 

 

 

Kids Youth Group (Grades 3 - 6)  Thursdays 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. @ the Potter’s 

House for FUN - gym games, activities, lesson, crafts and art, songs, snacks 

Starting in January lessons will focus on Moses, and lead up to the Easter season. 

Fun each week includes gym time, crafts, singing and friendships. 

Contact leaders Rob and Janine MacDonald, Megan Chaves or David and Becky Young with questions. 

SPECIAL - January 27 - BIRTHDAY week at Kids Youth Group! 

A special night to decorate and celebrate all the birthdays! 

Happy Birthday to anyone who has a birthday in 2022! 

 

Junior and Senior High Youth Group (Grades 7 - 12)                                                

Sundays 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. @ the Potter’s House   

 Sunday, Jan. 2nd: NO Youth Group 

Watch the LPC Facebook page and websites for updates and additional details! 

DAB (College & Young Adult Ministry) New Year Dinner                                    

Sunday, January 2, 2022 @ 6:00pm                                                                                             

At the home of Dave & Becky Young (12 Huntley Place, Lancaster)                                     

Wear your holiday best & bring a guest!                                                                                     

Please RSVP to Becky Young at 716-698-0405 by December 30. 
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Prayer Page 

Praying for 

our family 

Keith Gordon            

Judy Kish                

Marcia Busch     

Nancy Patterson 

 

Home Members 

Challie Swabb 

Norma English 

Donna Herget 
 

 

 
 

LPC’s Military  

Personnel: 

Laurel Foss 

Dan Pulley 

David Boncore 

 

 

 

 

LPC Prayer Ministry:   

If you have a prayer re-

quest or would like to be 

part of the prayer email 

list please contact the 

church office by email 

(office@l-p-c.org) or call 

Marie in the church of-

fice at 684-2277. 

Praying for LPC ministries: 

Deacons: Most holy and sovereign God, we thank you for all that You are, and will 

always Be.  You have chosen your people to be a holy people.  We can only do this 

through your power, and grace.  You sustain us in our weakness.  Please lead us to a 

brokenness that leads to an intimacy with You, and in obedience with Your will.  

Thank you, Lord, that our “thorns” can keep us on a road of sanctification.    

Session: The Board of Session is asking the congregation to pray that God will make 

it very clear as to who He has planned for an Associate Pastor for Lancaster Presby-

terian Church.  

Prayer for our country: Father in heaven, we as Your people, ask that You would 

work in the hearts and minds of the judges on the Supreme Court, that they might 

look to You and realize that life begins at conception and make their decisions based 

on that fact.   All human life is made in Your image and must be protected.   We pray 

that the Mississippi law meant to protect babies from abortion after 15 weeks of ges-

tation will be upheld.   Lord, please stir the hearts of those who have become hard-

ened to the truth about abortion.   Bless those who come to Compass Care with new 

spiritual life so that they will value the lives of their unborn children. 

Prayer for our World:  Heavenly Father, we pray for the people of the Ukraine 

who are being threatened with war and takeover by Russia.  Give their leaders wis-

dom as to how to confront this danger.  Strengthen the faith of Ukrainian believers 

and give them assurance that you hear their prayers.  Lord, work in the hearts of 

power hungry tyrants wherever they are, that they might be restrained by Your al-

mighty power; that they might bow before You in recognition of Your sovereignty. 

Pray for the pastor:  God, thank you that you are a faithful God. Help my pastor 

to remember that You keep your promises. Encourage my pastor as he serves you, 

resting in Your provision. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

“Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His 

covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love 

Him and keep His commandments…” Deuteronomy 7:9, NASB 
7 Prayers for Your Pastor - The Purposeful Mom  
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