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Thinking through this year: 
2020 has been a reminder of the truth of James 4:13-16. COVID-19 has changed 
how we live. Governments and medical science do not have as much control over public health as many would 
like to  think. We are learning not to put our ultimate trust in their ability to improve our health and to allow us to 
make and keep our plans. Rather like James writes, “Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will do this 
or that” (James 4:15). Though we may not understand God’s purposes in the pandemic, we hope and trust in 
his grace to be with us. 

Similarly, this past election has loudly broadcast how divided our country is and how determined each side is to 
control our values and how we live out our lives. How will our lives be impacted as we follow Christ? How can 
we show people with whom we come in contact how glorious our God is and what a fulfilling life can be lived 
under his headship? Hebrews 13:14-16 reminds us “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that 
is to come. Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is,  the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 
to God.” We look to God to sustain us and we look forward to the sure hope of eternity with him. We all carry 
on because we know the best is yet to come! 

God’s work continues: 
➢ COVID restrictions opened other opportunities to serve. Due to canceled travel, Gary was able exceed 

his goal of writing 20 blog posts and has written 25 blog posts so far in 2020 with 2 more scheduled 
this month. God’s provision of technology has enabled us to continue serving him. 

➢ In the past couple of months Gary started a virtual learning community with SEND North men serving 
in villages off the highway system. It has been going very well. We share what the Lord is teaching us 
in his Word, then how we are helping others find Christ and grow in him. We then pray for one another. 
It has been an encouragement for personal growth and for boldness in discipleship. 

➢ Gary has had the joy of coaching a SEND North missionary who is halfway through his first term. We 
call the program MOP-UP (Member Orientation Program -Under Pressure). We reviewed the training 
he received at MOP (Member Orientation Program) the summer of 2018. After evaluating his progress 
and adjustment to the field, Gary helped him in developing his individual growth plan (IGP) which is 
required annually for all SEND missionaries.  

➢ Carol continues her Bible study by Face Time with a lady from church. It is a time for deeply 
connecting, as well as a time to find peace in God’s care for us. Sharing prayer requests strengthens 
our faith. 

➢ Because COVID-19 numbers have been increasing in Alaska during the last several weeks our church 
has gone back to online services only. Anchorage is on a modified hunker down order with limits on 
group size and no dining in restaurants.  

If the Lord wills: 
SEND U is planning to meet December 14,15 online to plan for 2021. We expect to do MOP virtually in 
January and February. Please pray that we will have wisdom in planning other training initiatives. Also pray for 
Gary as he plans his blog posts for his last year before retirement at the end of 2021.  

We wish you a Merry Christmas. 
This year’s challenges have not taken God by surprise. In fact, Jesus came into the world at a very difficult 
time in Israel’s history, yet those who saw him rejoiced and found hope rise. May we also celebrate God’s 
great goodness, power, and love. 
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