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Dear Church Family, 

The 2020/21 ministry year was unusual to say the least.  While we were able to meet in person again, 

COVID continued to make its presence known limiting our programming, distancing us from each other, 

and sadly, even claiming a couple of our members.  Things felt very different as we wore masks, sat far 

apart from each other, and bumped elbows.  Some small groups were able to meet in person again, while 

others met via zoom.  Some were able to attend services, but many watched from home via livestream. 

Added to the health concerns was the social upheaval we experienced with all the racial tension and 

political unrest.  Then there were other issues, like kids having to do school from home or from behind 

plexiglass shields, or events being cancelled or postponed, and workplaces that looked strangely like the 

spare bedroom.  Somehow, we have all struggled through.  Sometimes well, sometimes not.  Even as a 

church. 

The Apostle James tells us that testing and trials lead to perseverance, and that perseverance leads to 

maturity.  I’m not sure if he had a pandemic in mind, but the truth would still apply.  Our hope is that this 

past year, as difficult as it’s been, has served to grow us both as individuals and as a church. 

As as we look back over the past twelve months we are grateful for the progress that we have made as 

WCC, even in the face of difficulty.  We have much to celebrate.  And while the following list is not 

exhaustive, it gives a glimpse of many of the steps we have been able to take – forward! 

• We rebooted our Wednesday night youth programs including BigKidz, Kidzlife, the Rock and 

REACH 

• We offered in-person ladies’ Bible study on both Tuesday mornings and Wednesday nights 

• We added the Band of Brothers men’s group to Wednesdays 

• We brought Nichole Corso on as Faith Mountain director 

• We started the process of updating our Faith Mountain look 

• We have switched to a new Sunday morning curriculum for kids 

• We are using a new Wednesday middle school curriculum 

• We have restructured our middle school and high school format 

• Our middle school guys did an extra Bible study this summer 

• We have done a ton of work on reimagining our outreach approach and team, and added several 

new members 

• We have developed a partnership with New Springfield church and created teams to assist with 

food pantry packaging and distribution 

• We held a special service with New Springfield – and enjoyed their worship team and pastor’s 

ministry to us 

• We connected with No. 73 church in Guyana via a vision trip taken by Pastor Brent 

• We did several outreach events with internationals and Connect the Nations, including a baking 

night, a lake party, and a boating/tubing event 

• We held our second Lemonade for Hope and raised over $1800 for Oakland Hope 

• We raised over $700 for the Next Steps Pregnancy Center 



• We hosted some fun summer events – Ice Cream Sunday, Watermelon Sunday, and our 2nd 

Farmers’ Market Sunday 

• We offered some outside service options, including Church in the Park 

• We expanded our website even more 

• We added several people to our mentoring and discipleship program 

• Our young adult small group moved to the church to accommodate its size 

• We continued to populate the nursery, and have added several preschool volunteers to the team 

• We built new sound booth on the main level of the auditorium 

• We replaced the sound board and upgraded some equipment 

• We replaced the outreach map in the lobby  

• We did Love Your Neighbor November – and some people were able to build relationships 

• We celebrated the holidays with our Facebook “12 Days of Christmas” 

• We provided notes and gift cards for Grayson Teachers, also did the “Crateful of Grateful” project 

But even as we celebrate those advances, we look forward to a new year.  We have a great slate of 

Sundays planned for the fall.  We also are utilizing a new approach for small groups.  We have several 

outreach events planned including the return of Kickball for a Cause.  We’re introducing several new 

outreach partners and opportunities to you.  Our Wednesday program is already running at full speed.  

It’s going to be a great year. 

But only if God blesses.   

Last Saturday several WCCers met together to pray, claiming Psalm 127:1: 

“Except the Lord builds the house, the workers labor in vain.” 

We are asking God to do great things – because He can.  But we also want Him to use us in the process.  

So let me extend four simple challenges to you as we look towards the next year of ministry. 

1.  Gather – Will you make it a priority to get to church?  Regularly and faithfully?  We need to 

worship and to hear the Word, but to do so corporately! 

2. Grow – Will you make your spiritual growth your top priority?  We offer life classes and small 

groups and Bible studies to help you – we’d encourage you to be a part of one of them. 

3. Give – Will you use your resources for the Kingdom?  You can give your time to volunteer, your 

experiences and passions to serve, or your finances to support the mission.  It’s just a matter of 

giving back to God! 

4. Go – Will you engage with the community outside the church?  We make outreach opportunities 

available, but you can be intentional about your personal communities, too. 

If we as a church will prioritize those things, I believe we can look forward to an awesome year of ministry!  

And we can pray in confidence, too, that God will bless our efforts and “build the house!” 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Pastor Brent and the WCC leadership team 


