
Life Trails Small Group Study Guide 

Lesson 6 - Generosity 

From Sunday, October 17, 2021 

 

Warm up: 

Suggest this to your group as a hypothetical.  If someone were to walk into the room right now and unexpectedly gave 

you each $1000, what would you do with the money?   

Give the group a few minutes for each person to come up with his plan – and then have each person share. 

➢ Discuss what you think the best ideas were for using the money. 

➢ Discuss how you decided what to do with the money. 

➢ And discuss if you are disappointed that this is a hypothetical situation and not real. 

 

Debrief: 

The following were the suggested action steps from the corresponding week.  Take some time to debrief on what 

everyone did and what was learned from the experience. 

 

From October 3 –  

• Create an influence map.  Create a chart/diagram that demonstrates all the people that you have connection to 

– and thus people that you could possibly influence.   

• Develop your story.  Using one of the “Share Your Story” guides, highlight the events of your life, especially as 

they relate to your faith experience.  (You will hopefully get a chance to share your story with your small group.)  

Put together a schedule for each person to share his story. 

From October 10 –  

• Share how you were able to review / improve your generosity. 

• Share how you were able to be generous with someone in some way other than financial. 

 

From the message: 

• This was the definition of greed that was given:  The unquenchable thirst for more.  How would you improve / 

expand on that definition? 

 

• Of the six “kinds of greed” identified in the story, which is the greatest temptation to you? 

 

• What are other “kinds of greed” that might be added to the list? 

 

 

 

 



From the passage: 

Luke 12:13-21 

• While Jesus doesn’t specifically address the request of the man, he nevertheless addresses the key issue.  Using 

what Jesus says, how would you respond to the man? 

 

• Besides possessions – what are some things that people seem to believe that life consists of?  What would you 

say are the things life consists of? 

 

• Is Jesus teaching against preparing for the future?  What would be the proper way to approach that issue? 

 

• In verse 20, God calls the farmer a fool.  Some commentators suggest that fool in this case means more than 

someone who rejects wisdom but is someone who rejects God.  William Hendriksen says this about the man: 

“For all practical purposes, this man is an atheist.”   

How does greed demonstrate a rejection of God? 

 

For discussion: 

• Where do we see examples of greed in today’s world? 

 

• Can you think of an incident in your life where greed was a negative factor – either in how it affected you or 

someone else? 

 

• What are some practical ways that we can be “on guard” against greed? 

 

• What are the primary barriers that keep us from giving to God and others? 

 

• Why does abundance often lead to selfishness (when it seems like it should lead us to generosity)? 

 

• When have you been the beneficiary of someone else’s generosity? 

 

• Reflect on this statement by Andy Stanley: “Greed is not a financial issue.  It is a heart issue.” 

 

• What are the typical financial goals that most people have?  What makes them right or wrong?  How might they 

differ from a Christ-follower’s goals? 

 

Activation: 

1. Take some time to review your budget or financial goals.  Is generosity included?  Are there ways that you could 

reallocate resources to increase your generosity – whether to God or others? 

 

2. Choose a certain amount of money for the coming week (or month) that you will set aside for generosity.  

Reflect /share on the experience of giving (and being intentional about it)> 

 


