
   

 

 

 

From Tom’s Study 

“Until we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully 
mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.  Then we will no longer be infants, tossed 
back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness 
of people in their deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect 
the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ” – Ephesians 4:12-15  (The Message) 

Our Vision – “God’s dream for the world, nothing less.” 

Our Mission – “Growing disciples of Jesus through Knowing God, Loving each other, and Serving the world.” 
 

At the moment our worship journey is focusing on the first phrase of our mission statement: “Growing disciples of 
Jesus”.  I think this idea of growing disciples can be very challenging for us.  We aren’t sure what it means to grow 
disciples.  Heck, we aren’t sure what it means to be disciples.   
 

To be a disciple is simply to be learning from someone who is more adept, or wise, or mature than we are, in some 
particular area.  As people connected to a church we are choosing to be disciples of Jesus.  We are choosing to give 
Jesus the role of mature guide for life and living.  This is a big deal.  Of course, whether we are aware or not we are 
disciples of numerous people, philosophies and belief systems, not to mention political systems and economic sys-
tems and cultural systems.  As people of the church, however, we are committing ourselves to growing in our 
awareness and our intentionality to discipleship of Jesus. 
 

So how do we this, how do we grow in awareness?  Well, actually it is not any different than any other learning, ma-
turing endeavor that we undertake.  If we want to get better at tennis, we get some instruction and we practice.  If 
we want to get better at navigating social media we find an eight year old to help us (or someone younger than us).  
I think you get the point.  If we want to mature in our discipleship of Jesus we need to find people to guide us and 
we need to practice. 
 

In worship we are looking at seven defining practices designed to help us grow and mature in our discipleship of Je-
sus.  Those seven practices are: witness, prayer, care, word, with-me, give and send.  Throughout history people of 
faith have developed practices to help them grow-up and mature in their faith.  Some systems have 3, others 12, 
some 20, or 5 or 7.  The number doesn’t matter, the wording used doesn’t matter, 
what matters is that we are building spiritual practices in our lives that help us grow 
and mature in our faith.   
 

In his letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul discussed this desire to grow up and ma-
ture in the faith.  His words are helpful for us to reflect on.  For all of us, it is so simple, 
so tempting, to coast along on our spiritual journey.  As we spend a few weeks dis-
cussing defining practices that we can incorporate into our lives, I hope each of us will 
find some new avenues that help us grow in our discipleship to the Jesus’ Way, and 
help us mature in our love of God and our love of neighbor. 
 
Christ’s Peace be with you - Tom 
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Sermon Information  September 2019   

September 1 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost – Communion (Intinction) 

 Scripture Reading: Exodus 3:11-12, Psalm 139:1-12, Mark 3:13-19 

 Sermon Title: “Growing in Discipleship - With-me” 

 Synopsis: Jesus continually invited people to join him on the journey, to be with him.  Jesus invites us to follow 
him.  God has given us the Holy Spirit to be with us.  God sent Jesus, Immanuel, to be with us.  We have a “with-
me” God who wants us to follow the Divine example by inviting others to be with-us as we live our lives intention-
ally following our defining vision and practices.  Who has God placed in our path, so that, we might invite them to 
be with-us? 

September 8 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Philippians 2: 19-24, Matthew 7:1-5, 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 

 Sermon Title: “Growing in Discipleship - Give” 

Synopsis: God has given everything for us, so that we might have life and have it abundantly.  As followers of Je-
sus we are called to live the same way, giving our whole selves so that others might live.  We are called to be a 
servant people and we are called to encourage others to be a servant people.  Unfortunately, we have barriers in 
our lives that make it difficult for us to be generous givers of self and substance.  What are those barriers for you 
and for us as a congregation? 

September 15 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Revelation 1:4-6, Matthew 10:5-16, Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 

 Sermon Title: “Send” 

Synopsis: Of course we know that God sends us out into the world to do ministry.  We are a sent people.  We be-
lieve in the priesthood of all believers.  The idea of send also means that we are encouragers of others.  We send 
others by helping them recognize their God given gifts and talents for ministry.  We pray for the sending of others 
and for “Jesus Eyes” that allow us to see other’s gifts.  Send recognizes that every person has an important place 
of ministry where they interact and serve others. 

September 22 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Acts 4:32-37, Acts 5:1-11, 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

 Sermon Title: “Generosity and Hilaros” 

Synopsis: What is the nature of your inner spirit when it comes to giving?  What is going on inside of you when 
you consider giving money away?  As followers of Jesus we want to develop a spirit of generosity within us, so 
how do we do that?  Generosity is not simply natural for most of us.  Generosity must be nurtured and tried.  Will 
we be a group of people with a desire to grow in our generosity? 

September 29 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Proverbs 3:5-10, Malachi 3:6-12, James 2:14-17 

 Sermon Title: “Stewardship and First Fruits” 

         Synopsis7: In the world of church we regularly use words like stewardship, tithe, offering, alms, first fruits when 
we consider the giving of our money, but what do these words mean and what is their context for our lives today?  
Each of these words is an important concept for us as followers of Jesus.  May we develop a greater understand-
ing of their meaning and how they connect to our lives! 
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Youth Groups Begin! 

September is here and our regular weekly youth group meetings for middle and 

high school students are getting underway: 

5th & 6th graders meet MONDAYS, 6:30-7:45 p.m. beginning September 9. 

7th & 8th graders meet WEDNESDAYS, 7:00-8:30 p.m. beginning September 4. 

High School students meet SUNDAYS, 6:30-8:30 p.m. beginning September 15. 

Each week we start with dinner! 

 High school students will unofficially kick off the year on September 8 at 7:00 P.M., meeting at the church to 

walk downtown for ice cream and then gathering for a game of kickball.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids’ Klub 

Got kids? We’d love to have them join us on Wednesdays for Kids’ Klub!   

Kids’ Klub, our weekly after-school program for Kindergarten – 4th graders  

begins on Wednesday, September 11, 4:00-5:15 p.m. Our goal is to give kids a 

safe place to have fun, learn more about God and God’s love for them, and 

discover that church is a great place to be! Kids need to be pre-registered to 

come so stop by the church office or email and we’ll get you a form. Friends 

of kids who aren’t FPCers are more than welcome. Many thanks to our       

volunteer staff who make Kids’ Klub happen each week: Katy Grether, Kathy 

Moore, Kat Shuford, Dellann Strom, Hilary Downs and Tom Abbott. 
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Join a Small Group 

We have 5 small groups beginning the week of September 8th.  Each group will be 
studying the book: The Power of Proximity: Moving Beyond Awareness to Action, 
by Michelle Ferrigno Warren.  Each group will last about 9 weeks and will be 
meeting in a home.  Please purchase a book wherever you buy books. 

This book will help us dive into the spiritual practice of “With-Me”.  This book will 
help us consider how we connect with people we perceive as different from our-
selves.  Everyone is invited to join one of the groups.  Here is the schedule: 

Start Monday, September 8, 7:00 p.m. – 744 F St 
Start Tuesday, September 10, 2:00 p.m. – 1314 I St. 
Start Tuesday, September 10, 7:00 p.m. – 7063 County Rd. 110 
Start Wednesday, September 11, 11:00 a.m. – 200 Leprechaun Ln, in Howard, 

81233 
Start Thursday, September 12, 10:00 a.m. – 1 Silver Spruce Dr. 

Looking forward to seeing you in one of the groups. 

 

Sunday Morning Mission Conversation 

Cecil Rhodes will be sharing about his experience going on a short-term 
mission trip to Guatemala with Pura Vida Ministries, and how it has 
brought transformation to his life.  Join Cecil in the Discovery Room, on 
Sunday, September 15, from 10:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  You won’t want to 
miss this opportunity. 

 

Becoming a Member of First Presbyterian Church 

We will be receiving new members on Sunday, September 29.  If you are         
interested in becoming a member of the church please let either                     

Pastor Tom or Pastor Hilary know. 

World Communion Sunday 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 6, as we join 
churches around the world in celebrating communion and 
the gift of being a part of Christ’s Body.  We will have one 
worship service at 10:00 a.m. with a pot-luck following. 
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THANK YOU FROM THE WELL WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

The Well would like to thank everyone who contributed school supplies 

collected during July and August for the teachers and classrooms at Long-

fellow Elementary School.  We were able to take quite a few boxes over 

to the school and the staff was thrilled to receive them!  They all send 

their heartfelt thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Mission Camping Adventure:         

Gleaning the Fields 

Sixteen adults and fourteen kids (age 2-8 years old) spent a fun night swimming in the Sand Dunes Pool 

with church friends and roasting marshmallows, then spent Saturday morning gleaning carrots for the Food 

Pantry that’s part of La Puente in Alamosa. It was such a fun time for the kids and the adults to get to know 

one another better and for us all to seek to love like Jesus as we gave of our time for others in need. One 

thing we know—we’ll definitely do it again next year! We hope you’ll join us next time! 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

General Fund Financial Report as of July 31: 
(Salaries, insurance, utilities, missions, curriculum, etc., 
funded by the Sunday offering).  

Income              $ 160,025.53                                                                          

Expenses       ($143,830.39)                                                                         

Difference         $  16,195.14   

Love Fund— YTD as of September 3, 2019:  $4,168.54 
in local emergency  assistance (rent, gasoline, lodging, 
medicines, etc.) has been provided.   
Call the office at 539-6422 for information. 

Energy Outreach Colorado-Utility assistance-natural 
gas, electric, propane or firewood.  For grant period 
starting 10-1-2018:  9,287.33.  Call Jeanni Landri, 719-
395-5638 for information. 

Wonder When They 

Meet? 

  Card Ministry……………….10:00 AM-2nd Fri each month 

  Cast…………………………….5:30 PM-1st Thurs each month 

  Ladies Hiking/Snowshoeing……………………8:30 AM-Wed 

  Mens’ Breakfasts at Patio Pancake…7 AM-Tues or Wed  

  Prayer Time ………………………..9:30 AM-Mon each week 

  Quilting Group……………2:00 PM-3rd Thurs each month 

  Saintly Sinners…………...11:30 AM-4th Tues each month 

  Session………………………...6:00 PM-4th Tues each month 

  Sisters of Deborah…………1:30PM-3rd Tues each month 

ELDERS 

Linda Colling 719-539-8634       lrcoll327@yahoo.com 

Bob Grether 719-530-1788 grether@outlook.com 

Russ Johnson 719-221-9374 russ_011@live.com     

Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com 

Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557 spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

Gaylene Stevens 719-239-0999 tnmolecular1@aol.com 

                                  CONTACT INFORMATION                                                                  

Church office  719-539-6422         office@salidapresbyterian.org     

Rev. Tom Abbott, Pastor: tom@salidapresbyterian.org                    

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor:hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org                                

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: danny@salidapresbyterian.org         

Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com                   

Kathy Moore, Admin Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY-9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED 

Directory Updates 

New Address:                                                        
Danelle Peters                                                         
409 N. Pacific Coast Highway                                 
PO Box 593                                                               
Redondo Beach CA 90277  

New Address & Home Phone Number:              
Terry & Gary Bolte                                                
1517 E Nichols Dr                                                  
Centennial CO 80122                                              
303-798-4048 (home) 

New Phone Number:                                              
Delann Strom  719-239-1762 

Prayer Requests 

As you go through the month we ask that you 

keep Polly Reed, Jerry Wassel, Martin Perry, 

Linda Fritz, Sheri Cannon, Cheryl Walker, and 

Robert Parker and their families in your prayers 

as they face health issues.  


