
   

 

 

 

From Tom’s Study 

 

“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—so that your ways may be known on 
earth, your salvation among all nations.  May the people praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.” – 
Psalm 67:1-3 (The New International Version) 

 

The last two Sundays of September we began to think about God’s generosity and how we are called to live our 
lives as a response to God’s generosity.  Through the month of October, we will be participating in our annual 
generosity campaign, where as a congregation we take time to celebrate how God’s generosity has poured into 
our lives.   
 

We see in Psalm 67 how the person who prayed that prayer expressed a desire to share with the world how 
she or he had experienced the generosity of God, particularly the astounding gifts of God’s grace, love, and sal-
vation.  The Psalmist’s prayer of praise calls us to reflect on how we have experienced God’s generosity in our 
lives.  How would you express to the world your own experiences with God’s generosity? 
 

For me I would talk about my marriage, my kids, my extended family, dear friends, important mentors, the gift-
ings God has given me, the abundant resources, the beautiful opportunities for transformation and growth that 
have happened in my life, the beauty of creation, good work, and communities of people with whom I can join 
together in worship.  God’s generosity abounds as I reflect upon my life. 
 

Of course, these abundant blessings don’t mean that life does not have its hardships, its grief, its losses, and its 
disasters and nightmares.  The prayers that we call the Psalms have many prayers of praise and many prayers 
of lament.  I love the honesty and breadth of life covered in the Psalm prayers.  Of course, as we read these 
prayers, we quickly discover that the bounty of God’s generosity primarily focuses on the truth that God is al-
ways with us.  We are never alone as we travel this road of life.  God’s grace, God’s peace, God’s mercy, God’s 
salvation, God’s strength is always there for us as we travel the road of life.  God’s generosity is truly abundant. 
 

As people who have chosen to follow the Jesus’ Way, we want to pursue a life lived 
as a response to God’s generosity.  How is my life, how is your life, how is our life 
together as a congregation lived as a response to God’s generosity?  Together, let us 
embrace that question. 
 

Christ’s Peace be with you - Tom 
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DON’T FORGET WE HAVE ONLY ONE COMBINED 
WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH 

FOLLOWED BY A POTLUCK MEAL! 
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Sermon Information  October 2019   

 

October 6 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost – World Communion (Intinction) 

 Scripture Reading: Psalm 67:1-3, Matthew 22:15-22, Mark 12:38-44 

 Sermon Title: “Scarcity or Abundance” 

Synopsis: Are you a cup half full or half empty person?  Are we a cup half full or half empty congregation?  What 
do you believe about the generosity of God?  I don’t know about you, but I find it hard to trust that there will be 
enough, enough to pay the bills, enough to get by, just enough.  I find it easy to live in a little world of scarcity, 
while at the same time I profess to believe in the God of all creation, a God of abundance.  As followers of Jesus 
we want to develop an awareness of the abundance in which we live. 

 

October 13 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Romans 11:33-36, I John 1:1-4, Revelation 4:1-11  

 Sermon Title: “What is Worship?” 

 Synopsis: What is worship?  It seems like a rather basic question, but how we understand the very nature of wor-
ship impacts dramatically what happens when we enter into a worship setting.  What is worship?  How would you 
explain worship to someone who asked? 

 

October 20 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Matthew 10:39, Psalm 36:1-13, Colossians 3:12-17 

 Sermon Title: “Why Spend Time in Worship?” 

Synopsis: Is worship a waste of our time?  What happens when we give ourselves to worship?  How does worship 
shape us and transform us?  Why do you spend time in worship? 

 

October 27 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 62:10-12, Isaiah 40:1-11, Revelation 21:1-6 

 Sermon Title: “Preparing Ourselves for Worship” 

Synopsis: What happens when we are together on Sunday morning depends greatly on the care that each of us 
has taken to be ready to enter into the worship of God.  When we walk through the doors into the Sanctuary, 
where is our mind, where is our heart, where is our energy focused?  When we gather for worship have we pre-
pared ourselves to focus all our energies and attention to God? 
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WHEN DOES YOUTH GROUP MEET? 

5th & 6th grade: Mondays, 6:30 p.m.- 7:45 p.m. 

7th & 8th grade: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. 

High School: Sundays, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

All of our youth groups are a time of fun, building friendships, playing games, 
and digging deeper in our relationships with God. If you want more information 
about any of these groups, or are interested in volunteering, contact Hilary 
Downs in the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Kids’ Klub 

Got kids? We’d love to have them join us on Wednesdays for Kids’ Klub!   

Kids’ Klub, for Kindergarten-4th graders, meets weekly after-school from 4:00

-5:15 p.m. Our goal is to give kids a safe place to have fun, learn more about 

God and God’s love for them, and discover that church is a great place to be! 

Kids need to be pre-registered to come so stop by the church office or email 

and we’ll get you a form. Friends of kids who aren’t FPCers are more than 

welcome. Many thanks to our volunteer staff who make Kids’ Klub happen 

each week: Katy Grether, Kathy Moore, Kat Shuford, Dellann Strom, Hilary 

Downs, Deb Abbott, and Tom Abbott. 
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A Season of Letting Go to Grow 
 
We are now experiencing shorter daylight and more night as we move into the fall equinox.   We watch 
leaves fluttering to the ground and we are reminded that nature's cycles are mirrored in our lives. Autumn is 
a time for letting go and releasing things that have been a burden. All the religious traditions pay tribute to 
such acts of relinquishment. Fall is the right time to practice getting out of the way and letting God take 
charge of our lives.  Autumn also reminds us of the impermanence of everything. We have experienced the 
budding of life in spring and the flowerings of summer.  Now the leaves fall and bare branches remind us of 
the fleeting nature of all things.  With this, I ask you for prayers as our Praise Band also opens up to shedding 
that which does not serve us as a congregation, and the bringing of new life through our music that nur-
tures our church into a closer relationship with the Divine.  This also may be a time for you to let go of busy-
ness that is no longer serving you and come join in on music ministries that you have always wanted to par-
ticipate in.  Gary Thorp in Caught in Fading Light tells a wonderful teaching story about accepting all situa-
tions where we are left in the dark without answers: 
"Once, when the Zen master Tokusan was still a student, he visited his teacher, Ryutan, just before sun-
down. They sat on the floor of Ryutan's hut, casually drinking tea and discussing Zen until deep into the 
night. At last, Ryutan said, 'Maybe it's about time you went home.' Tokusan bowed to his teacher and 
walked to the door. 'It's completely dark outside,' he said. Ryutan lit the lantern and said, 'Why not take 
this?' Just as Tokusan was about to take the lamp from his teacher's hands, Ryutan blew out the flame. To-
kusan suddenly knew everything there was to know." 
 
In Christ's Love, 
Danny Shuford 

https://app.openreel.com:3008/link-track/undefined1569438732634?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spiritualityandpractice.com%2Fbooks%2Fbooks.php%3Fid%3D5333
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Join a Small Group 

It’s not too late!  If you would like to 
join one of the small groups studying 
Michelle Warren’s book, The Power of 
Proximity please call the church office 
and get connected to a group. 

Welcome New Members 

                      World Communion Sunday 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 6, as we join churches 
around the world in celebrating communion and the gift of be-
ing a part of Christ’s Body.  We will have one worship service 
at 10:00 a.m. with a pot-luck following.  The church will pro-
vide ham, so please bring side dishes and desserts, especially 
desserts with dark chocolate. 

We want to welcome Nancy Davis, Cecil 
Rhodes, Joyce Cunningham, Linda Fritz, 
Ned Dixon, Deb Abbott, and Barb 
Mannion who all joined the church on 
September 29.  If you have an opportuni-
ty to welcome these folks, that would be 
great. 

 

Generosity Campaign 

The ministry and mission of our congregation are primarily dependent upon the   
generosity of those of us who make up the congregation.  God’s dream for us is huge.  

Having the opportunity to participate in God’s dream is exciting to think about.  As 
our generosity expands it will be powerful to see how we live into the dreams God 

has for us, to do ministry in the world.  By returning a pledge card you help the      
session immensely as they work to align our ministries to the dreams God has for us.  
Thanks in advance for all the ways you pour out your generosity in the midst of our 

community life. 
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  The Cast—FPC’s Younger-ish Adults  
On the first Thursday of each month, 5:30-7:30 
p.m., a group of folks in their 20s, 30s, and 40s 
from FPC gathers for dinner and to build friend-
ships. It’s really that simple. Why do we do this? 
Because life is simply better when lived togeth-

er and because it’s nice to see a  friendly face on Sunday morn-
ing at worship, someone you’ve connected with outside of 
Sunday morning. This is truly, TRULY, open to all who find 
themselves in that age category. We don’t care if you’re mar-
ried or single, if you have kids or don’t. We’d just like to get to 
know you and have you join us. Childcare is available at the 
church (including dinner for the kiddos!)—you just 
need to reserve a space and we ask for a $2 dona-
tion per child to help cover costs. Our next gather-
ing will be Thursday, October 3 at Jorge & Cas-
sondra Franco’s house. To RSVP, or if you have 
questions, please contact either Hilary Downs at 
539-6422 or Trish King at 539-9448. 

                                                  

                                       WINTER SHELTER 

More and more frequently people are finding themselves homeless.  A large percentage of 
our community lives with a housing cost burden, meaning 
they spend more than 30% of their income on housing.  
When a person or family begins spending more than 30% of 
their income on housing it means that decisions are regular-

ly made about whether to pay the rent or spend money on medical care, dental 
care, food, clothing, etc.  And if a job is lost, an illness develops, a car breaks 
down homelessness can quickly become a reality.   

As a community Chaffee County needs to have shelter for those who find them-
selves thrown into homelessness.  Presently, a small group of the Chaffee 
County Homeless Coalition is working to provide an emergency winter shelter 
in our community.  There are many hurdles to making this a possibility.  We 
would appreciate your prayers, your ideas and your support as we try to navi-
gate the process of establishing a shelter for people thrown into homelessness.  
If you have an interest in getting involved, if you have ideas or resources to 
share please reach out to Tom Abbott, Mary Hay or Nancy Konvalinka. 

SHOWERS TO THE PEOPLE  

MINISTRY 

Thanks to everyone’s support with do-
nations of supplies to the Showers to 
the People Ministry.  Now that the cold-
er weather has arrived, we are also 
seeking donations of new warm socks, 
hats and gloves for the people coming 
in for a shower.  Donated items can be 
placed in the basket in the hallway at 
church.  Thank you!!  
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

General Fund Financial Report as of July 31: 
(Salaries, insurance, utilities, missions, curriculum, etc., 
funded by the Sunday offering).  

Income              $ 160,025.53                                                                          

Expenses       ($143,830.39)                                                                         

Difference         $  16,195.14   

Love Fund— YTD as of September 26, 2019:  
$4,677.54 in local emergency  assistance (rent, gasoline, 
lodging, medicines, etc.) has been provided.   
Call the office at 539-6422 for information. 

Energy Outreach Colorado-Utility assistance-natural 
gas, electric, propane or firewood.  For grant period 
starting 10-1-2018:  9,287.33.  Call Jeanni Landri, 719-
395-5638 for information. 

Wonder When They Meet? 

  Card Ministry……………….10:00 AM-2nd Fri each month 

  Cast…………………………….5:30 PM-1st Thurs each month 

  Ladies Hiking/Snowshoeing……………………8:30 AM-Wed 

  Mens’ Breakfasts at Patio Pancake…7 AM-Tues or Wed  

  Prayer Time ………………………..9:30 AM-Mon each week 

  Quilting Group……………2:00 PM-3rd Thurs each month 

  Saintly Sinners…………...11:30 AM-4th Tues each month 

  Session………………………...6:00 PM-4th Tues each month 

  Sisters of Deborah…………1:30PM-3rd Tues each month 

ELDERS 

Linda Colling 719-539-8634       lrcoll327@yahoo.com 

Bob Grether 719-530-1788 grether@outlook.com 

Russ Johnson 719-221-9374 russ_011@live.com     

Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com 

Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557 spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

Gaylene Stevens 719-239-0999 tnmolecular1@aol.com 

                                  CONTACT INFORMATION                                                                  

Church office  719-539-6422         office@salidapresbyterian.org     

Rev. Tom Abbott, Pastor: tom@salidapresbyterian.org                    

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor:hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org                                

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: danny@salidapresbyterian.org         

Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com                   

Kathy Moore, Admin Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY-9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

New Addresses:                                                                   
Polly Reed                                    William 7 Jennifer Wood                                     
Morning Star at RidgeGate      3332 W Links Dr                                        
10100 Commons St.                   Anthem, AZ 85086                                           
Lone Tree CO 80124                                                             
719-530-3002 

Willie & Virginia Travnicek                                                
105 N. Heritage Ln                                                                            
Payson, AZ 85541 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

As you go through the month we ask that you keep 

Polly Reed, Jerry Wassel, Martin Perry, Linda Fritz, 

Sheri Cannon, Cheryl Walker, David Grover,                

Robert Parker, David Boone, the Hamilton’s (relatives 

of Delaine Duprey) and their families in your prayers as 

they each face health issues.  

DIRECTORY &            
DATABASE UPDATES                   
We are in the process of 

updating church records.  If 
you have any changes in 
address, phone number, 
family members, email, 
etc. please let the office 

know.  Thanks! 

BULLETIN               
ANNOUNCEMENTS                               

If you have an              
announcement to      

include in the Sunday 
bulletin make sure to let 

the office know by 
Wednesday afternoon.  

each week. 
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OUR VISION:  God’s dream for the world, nothing less.                                                                                           

OUR MISSION:  Growing disciples of Jesus through knowing God,                                                                                          

loving each other, and serving the world. 

7 Poncha Blvd.   

Salida, CO   81201 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


