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Dear Friends in Christ,      

 

Greetings in the name of Christ. My wife and I are sad that our time here in Salida and most importantly at 
First Presbyterian is coming to a close. We knew from the beginning that this day would come, and we   
rejoice that it is here. But as in most events in our lives there are joys and sorrows all mixed together.  

 

A good point about our leaving you is that our work is finished here. We rejoice that all the ministries that 
you have are continuing and getting stronger. We rejoice in the success of the Stewardship campaign this 
last year and that the church is on a solid financial footing. We rejoice that our staff continues to grow 
their ministry areas and are excited about the new season ahead. Finally, we rejoice that the PNC has     
finished its work and they will be presenting a candidate to be your new pastor the first Sunday of March.  

 

We are sad about leaving this congregation and the friendships that have been formed. Whenever we    
recall our time with you it will be with joy and prayers for your continued growth in Christ and ministry in 
the community of Salida.  

 

We find the prayer of Paul in his letter to the Philippians an appropriate way to speak of our joy and     
partnership in the Gospel. He writes:  

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion  
until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I 
have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the       
gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify 
how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And 
this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to   
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.              
Philippians 1:3-11 NIV 
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     HIGH SCHOOL MISSION WAFFLE/RAFFLE BREAKFAST 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 17 when our high school        

students will hold a waffle breakfast and raffle to raise money for their 

mission trip this summer.  Everyone is  invited to eat a tasty breakfast, spend time with friends, and     

possibly win some great items!  Students will begin serving breakfast at 8:30 AM and continue through 

12:30 PM.  Breakfast is by donation.  Raffle tickets are $5.00 for five tickets or $10.00 for twelve!           

See you all there!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Youth Groups Schedule 

5th & 6th Grades-Mondays-6:30-7:45 PM 
7th & 8th Grades-Wednesdays-7:00-8:30 PM 

High School-Sunday-6:30-8:30-Includes Dinner 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Wednesday, March 6 

6:30 pm 

Methodist Church, 228 E 4th St. 

Come for a time of worship with our      

Methodist brothers and sisters where we 

begin the journey that is the season of Lent, 

the journey to the cross, and humbly          

remember that we are forgiven and loved 

imperfect people. 

 

LENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 

Set aside time during the season of Lent, the 40 

days of reflection before Easter, to go deeper with 

God.  Short daily scripture readings and reflections 

are a great way to get started.  Pick up a free copy 

of a devotional booklet available at the church. 

 
Ash Wednesday-March 6 

Palm Sunday-April 14 

Maundy Thursday-April 18 

Good Friday-April 19 

Easter Sunday-April 21 
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CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

Have you ever tried to listen to the pastor’s message during a 9 am church service 

and wondered where all the back-room children’s noise was coming from?  Our 

Sunday school teachers are always coming up with exciting games to play.  You can 

tell the children love Sunday School by the way they lead a charge to class after the 

children’s message.    

 In Matthew 18:3 it says, “And he said: "Truly I tell you, unless you change and be-

come like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Thanks to the following teachers:  Trish King, Lesly Ely, Justin Anderson, Emily Anderson, Sheri Talbot, Jane 

McBride, Sheri Cannon, and Kathryn Edgington.  Thank you for creating a space for our children to learn 

and love church each Sunday.        

      

   KIDZ  CLUB & ROCK GROUP: 

   If you have ever walked into the church on Wednesday afternoon, you may 

   find 25 kids running, yelling, and enjoying themselves.  One parent said you 

   make this time so fun for the kids, they never want to come home for 

   dinner.   
 

   We are learning that God wants us to be patient.  God wants to have a 

relationship with each one of us and fill us with the holy spirit.  In Ephesians 4:2, it says, "Always be     

humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other's faults because of your 

love." 
 

Thank you to all the following volunteers: Hilary Downs, Katy Grether, Kylie Buchan, Kat Augustdottir-

Shuford, Kathy Moore, Claire Shepard, and Dellann Strom.  Each volunteer is gifted to serve these children 

in different ways.  We appreciate your energy and time.            
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I woke up this morning thinking about how blessed I am to work with choir members who are 
such good sports when I ask them to break out of the box of their comfort zones.  They may 
grumble (just a tiny bit), but they good-naturedly give it their best shot and always come through 
like champs!  But isn't that how we grow?  We must take risks to stretch our talents and become 
our best selves.  When Jesus said to Simon Peter and Andrew, "Come, follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men," they immediately cast down their nets and followed him. (Matthew 4:19-
20)  Talk about taking risks!   

 

We have an advantage over Peter and Andrew.  We know we have God's eternal love and        
forgiveness to act as our safety net.  Peter and Andrew did not have that knowledge.  They truly 
took a leap of faith!  But for us, we cannot really fail in God's eyes.  He loves and forgives us even 
when we falter, and I like to think that He is pleased that we make even the clumsiest of 
attempts. 

 

So the next time you hear a small voice or feel a small urge to try something outside of your 
"box," don't ignore it.  (Come sing with us….come sing with us....come sing with us.....)( Just     
kidding!!)  Don't think of a million excuses why you can't do it, or why you won't be good 
enough, or why it might be inconvenient, or why it might be hard work or time-consuming.      
Instead, open yourself to the opportunity to bring joy, love, compassion, hope, sustenance to 
your little corner of the world.  You might find that you have capabilities well beyond your        
expectations and that your heart will be filled in  the process. 

 

Liz Riley 

Choir Director and Pianist 
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Let us Pray! 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 

When we built our new addition a few years 

ago, one way we as a congregation sought 

God’s guidance through the process of it all 

was to gather weekly to pray. As our church 

continues to transition into a new phase of life 

and looks forward to what the future holds, 

you are invited to join us at church at 9:30 AM 

each Monday in the sanctuary for an informal 

time of prayer as we seek to discern God’s 

leading for our future.  Open to all. 

 

If you would like to  

participate in the Sacrament 

of the Lord’s Supper by   

sharing the baking of bread 

for our monthly Communion 

service, give Cheryl McBride   

a call- 817-422-2133   

       The Cast—FPC’s Younger-ish Adults  

On the first Thursday of each month, 5:30-7:30 p.m., a group of folks in their 
20s, 30s, and 40s from FPC gathers for dinner and to build friendships. It’s   

really that simple. Why do we do this? Because life is simply better 
when lived together and because it’s nice to see a  friendly face on Sunday morn-
ing at worship, someone you’ve connected with outside of Sunday morning. This 
is truly, TRULY, open to all who find themselves in that age category. We don’t care 
if you’re married or single, if you have kids or don’t. We’d just like to get to know 
you and have you join us. Childcare is available at the church (including dinner for 
the kiddos!)—you just need to reserve a space and we ask for a $2 donation per 
child to help cover costs. Our March gathering will be Thursday, March 7 at Edie & 
Austin Cooper’s house, 510 Crestone, Unit B. To RSVP, or if you have questions, 
please contact either Hilary Downs at 539-6422 or Trish King at 539-9448. 

The Well Women’s Retreat 
May 7-9                                                                                                                                      

Hermit Basin Christian Conference Center 

Westcliffe, CO 

The Well Women’s Ministry is excited to be taking 

reservations for our annual retreat.  We hope YOU 

can join us as we find shelter and comfort in God at 

our “Cozy Mountain Lodge” retreat.   

$160 for 2 nights and 5 meals.   

Scholarships available.   

A $50 deposit is requested to  reserve a spot.    

See Kathy Moore or stop by the office to reserve.   
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

General Fund Financial Report (as of January 31) 

(Salaries, insurance, utilities, missions, curriculum, etc., 

funded by the Sunday offering).  

Call Dawn Wassel, 539-2645 for information. 

Income              $ 23,296.75                                                                          

Expenses       ($20,562.92)                                                                         

Difference         $  2,733.83   

Love Fund— YTD as of February 28, 2019:  $2,038.63 

in local emergency  assistance (rent, gasoline, lodging, 

medicines, etc.) has been provided.   

Call the office at 539-6422 for information. 

Energy Outreach Colorado—Utility assistance—

natural gas, electric, propane or firewood 

For grant  period starting 10-1-18 :  $3,448.69  

Call Jeanni Landry, 719-395-5638 for information. 

Anna Mae Marchi Endowment Fund, Money      

Market, Cash Assets YTD as of January 31:   

$215,990.28     A detailed financial report is available 

upon request. Call Paul Poser, 539-6999 for information. 

Wonder When They Meet? 

  Card Ministry……………………….10:00 AM-2nd Fri each month 

  Cast…………………………………….5:30 PM-1st Thurs each month 

  Chancel Choir Practice…………………………………..6:00 PM-Wed 

  Ladies Hiking/Snowshoeing…………………………..9:30 AM-Wed 

  Men’s Breakfasts at Patio Pancake…………7 AM-Tues or Wed   

  Quilting Group……………………2:00 PM-3rd Thurs each month 

  Saintly Sinners…………………...11:30 AM-4th Tues each month 

  Session………………………………...6:00 PM-4th Tues each month 

  Sisters of Deborah…………………1:30PM-3rd Tues each month 

 

 

ELDERS 

Linda Colling 719-539-8634       lrcoll327@yahoo.com 

Bob Grether 719-539-1788 grether@outlook.com 

Russ Johnson 719-221-9374 russ_011@live.com     

Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com 

Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557 spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

Gaylene Stevens 719-239-0999 tnmolecular1@aol.com 

                                  CONTACT INFORMATION                                                                  

Church office  719-539-6422         office@salidapresbyterian.org        

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor:hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org  

Katie Lady, Children’s Ministries: katielady454@gmail.com                               

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: Danny@salidapresbyterian.org         

Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com                   

Kathy Moore, Admin Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY-9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED 

 

DAYLIGHT  

SAVINGS  

STARTS  

SUNDAY,  

MARCH 10 
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OUR VISION:  God’s dream for the world, nothing less.                                                                                           

OUR MISSION:  Growing disciples of Jesus through knowing God,                                                                                          

loving each other, and serving the world. 

7 Poncha Blvd.   

Salida, CO   81201 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CONTACT INFORMATION                               

Church Office 539-6422                                                                    

salidapresbyterian.org 

Associate Pastor, Hilary Downs 

Children’s Ministry , Katie Lady  

Adm. Assistant, Kathy Moore  

Praise Band Director, Dan Shuford 

Chancel Choir Director, Liz Riley 

Custodian, Bob Campbell 

 

hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org 

katielady454@gmail.com 

office@salidapresbyterian.org 

danny@salidapresbyterian.org 

emusic1955@gmail.com 
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