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Dear Family of First Presbyterian,     

What an awesome winter we are having! It is so good to receive all the snow, and what views of 
our surrounding mountains. Although we are in the winter season when most of nature is resting 
things are happening at our church.  Our many ministries are flourishing and serving the needs of 
our community. Our PNC has just announced that they have a candidate for you to serve as your 
next Pastor. They are planning with the Session the next steps to bring this candidate to you to meet and accept 
this person as your new pastor.  
 

There will be changes in all our lives. Bev and I are searching for our next Interim position and are in conversation 
with a couple of possibilities. That means in the near future we will say good bye to you and this valley and hello to 
a new church. This is an exciting time but one that we knew would eventually come. In all of these changes God is 
working His purposes out to bring His Kingdom on earth.   
 

However, as I sit in the office looking out at the snow covered mountains, and the blue sky I am thinking ahead to 
the months of February and March.  February is noted as the Love month because of Valentine’s Day when we re-
member the significant people in our lives. Telling them how much we love them and what we wish for our future 
together. Then I think ahead to March, the beginning of Lent, when we prepare to celebrate the love of God shown 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 

We all love that verse in the third chapter of John’s gospel, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Jn 3:16 NIV  
 

Another favorite of mine is from the first letter of John the 4th chapter where he speaks of God’s love for us shown 
in Jesus Christ. This is a long passage but it is a great one to reflect on in our lives as we live in community.  
 

 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
 and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed 
 his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: 
 not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an aton
 ing sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
 ought to love one another. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
 out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 
 not made perfect in love. We love because he first loved us.  Whoever 
 claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does 
 not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
 whom they have not seen.  And he has given us this command: Anyone 
 who loves God must also love their brother and sister.  1 John 4:7-11, 18-
 21 NIV 
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How do you know you are loved? Is it through kind or affirming words said to you? Is it through time spent with 
someone? Is it through a hug or a hand on your shoulder when you need it? Is it when someone just listens to you?  

Each Monday night, our church is hopping, bursting at the seams actually, with 5th and 6th graders. Each week about 
thirty kids come to our church to play, laugh, shove as many snacks as they can fit into their mouths, learn about 
Jesus with some Bible study, and pray together. Recently I asked them what the hardest thing is about being in 5th 
or 6th grade, and while the specific answers varied the truth that came out is that being in middle school is just 
HARD. You remember, right? 

Because life is hard, my hope is that kids at youth group feel loved—because someone knows their name, is kind, 
can give them a high five when they’re down, can listen and pray with them when things are hard. We try to love 
them the way Jesus loves them—patient, kind, steadfast, forgiving, unconditional. 

I’m so grateful that this church provides time and a safe place for kids to have fun, where they can confess the 
things that are hard, and hopefully discover that Jesus understands—he’s been through hard stuff too, he’s with 
them now, and most of all he loves them. And my hope is that they will learn to love him too. 

Many thanks to all those who have stepped in to volunteer with this group (for the long or short term) and love 
them for who they are in their middle school selves: Amy Barton, Erin Johnke, Nick Jones, Valerie Sites, and        
Margaret Wilson. Your presence makes all the difference in the world. 

Want to join in the fun? Give me a call. 

Peace, 

Hilary 
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Youth Groups Schedule 
5th & 6th Grades-Mondays-6:30-7:45 PM 

7th & 8th Grades-Wednesdays-7:00-8:30 PM 
High School-Sunday-6:30-8:30-Includes Dinner 

Pastor’s Message continued from pg. 1… 

 

As you celebrate Valentine’s Day remember especially that love comes from God and is seen in all its wonder on 
Good Friday as we look to the cross of Christ.  Then speak of the love of God to those around you, not simply your 
friends but even your enemies and love them as God in Christ loves you. 

 

In God’s Grip 

Pastor Charley 
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CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY 

Sunday School: 

Our children are excited to have Sheri 

Cannon back as a Sunday School 

teacher.  Sheri has a plan to share joy 

and food with the congregation on Sun-

day February 3
rd

.  Our children love the 

chance to serve others and spread joy.   

We are starting a new curriculum in  

February and March.  We are studying 

about the heart of God while we go 

through the stories in both the Old and 

New Testaments.  I am excited about 

the new approach to the stories the kids 

have been learning.  Our first lesson is going to be that God is creative and made us in His image.  

Our summary bible verse is “Have you never heard?  Have you never understood?  The Lord is 

the everlasting God, the creator of all the earth.  He never grows weak or weary.  No one can 

measure the depths of his understanding.” (Isaiah 40:28)  

A big thank you to Trish King, Lesly Ely, Justin Anderson, Emily Anderson, Sheri Talbot, Jane 

McBride, and Kathryn Edgington.  I find myself inspired by the volunteers’ enthusiasm and crea-

tivity on a weekly basis.  Thank you for serving our children.             

Kidz Club & Rock Group: 

Kidz Club is learning that God wants us to be overflowing with joy.  God wants to have a relation-

ship with each one of us.  May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means  

of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

                   (Romans 15:13).              

 

    Thank you to all the following 

    volunteers: Hilary Downs, 

    Katy Grether, Kylie Buchan, 

    Kat Augustdottir-Shuford, 

    Kathy Moore, Claire Shepherd and 

    Dellann Strom. 

 

    Katie Lady, 

    Director of Children’s Ministry 
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“Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all his wondrous works!” Psalm 105:2 
 
When we sing, we not only glorify the Lord, but we make sounds that please our 
own earthly bodies.  We profess our love not just with words but with sounds that 
comfort and heal our very souls.  I have had people tell me “I don’t have a good 
voice” or “I can’t carry a tune in a bucket”.  This just simply is not true.  I can think 
of many popular artists who may not have the most pleasing voice, but their       
delivery and commitment to the message overrides what some may view as a lack 
of talent.  I guess it depends on your perspective.  Comparing your voice to say an 
opera singer may leave you feeling a little inadequate (although I am not a huge 
fan of opera).  The indigenous cultures throughout history have used sounds that 
many might say are not pleasing to the ear.  Many of these cultures use more  
primitive guttural sounds.  These have been a major part of their spiritual practice 
for centuries.   
 
So next time you are in your “church”, lift up a song of praise for all his wondrous 
works. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Danny 
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The Well Women’s Retreat 
May 7-9                                                                                                                         

Hermit Basin Christian Conference Center Westcliffe, CO 

The Well Women’s Ministry is excited to be taking reservations for our annual retreat.  Since some expressed a 

desire to stay closer to Salida we have decided to give Hermit Basin in Westcliffe a try.  We hope YOU can join us 

as we find shelter and comfort in God at our “Cozy Mountain Lodge” retreat.  We promise to include lots of great 

fellowship and fun times!!  The cost is $160 for 2 nights and 5 meals.  Confidential scholarships are available.  A 

$50 deposit is requested to reserve a spot.   Balance will be due by March 21. 

 

See Kathy Moore or stop by the office to reserve.  Anyone on the Well Leadership 

Team will be happy to answer questions! 

 

Leadership Team:  

Pam Groebner, Kathy 

Moore, Jeannie Snow, Ann 

Thomas, and Bonny Yeager 

The Cast—FPC’s Younger-ish Adults  

On the first Thursday of each month, 5:30-7:30 p.m., a group of folks in their 
20s, 30s, and 40s from FPC gathers for dinner and to build friendships. It’s   

really that simple. Why do we do this? Because life is simply 
better when lived together and because it’s nice to see a  
friendly face on Sunday morning at worship, someone you’ve 
connected with outside of Sunday morning. This is truly, TRULY, 
open to all who find themselves in that age category. We don’t care if you’re 
married or single, if you have kids or don’t. We’d just like to get to know you and 
have you join us. Childcare is available at the church (including dinner for the 
kiddos!)—you just need to reserve a space and we ask for a $2 donation per 
child to help cover costs. February 7 we’ll be meeting at the home of Emily and 
Justin Anderson. Our March gathering will be Thursday, March 7 (location TBD). 
To RSVP, or if you have questions, please contact either Hilary Downs at 539-
6422 or Trish King at 539-9448. 
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Let us Pray! 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 

When we built our new addition a few years 

ago, one way we as a congregation sought 

God’s guidance through the process of it all 

was to gather weekly to pray. As our church 

continues to transition into a new phase of life 

and looks forward to what the future holds, 

you are invited to join us at church at 9:30 AM 

each Monday in the sanctuary for an informal 

time of prayer as we seek to discern God’s 

leading for our future.  Open to all. 

 

If you would like to  

participate in the Sacrament of the Lord’s     

Supper by sharing the baking of two loaves of 

bread for our monthly Communion service, will 

you give  Cheryl McBride a call?   

817-422-2133   

Shelter for the Homeless in Chaffee County 

The shelter which is housed in the Caring and Sharing building has been open for three weeks now…and with 

the frigid temperatures we have been experiencing it happened none too soon!  There is room for 10 men,   

motel vouchers are available for families and women.  While I don’t have the actual numbers, it seems that 

most nights the shelter is close to being full.  A warm meal is served at night, a light breakfast 

in the morning.  The program is in it’s infancy and still a work in progress.  As the Coalition, 

which is represented by various community entities and volunteers, continues to meet the 

program will grow stronger, will be able to continue services now provided and build on the 

initial mission….that being to provide a safe, warm shelter during these very cold nights.   

Thank you for your concern, support and interest in the program.  Any concerns, questions 
please contact Nancy Konvalinka:  konvalinka-2@charter.net or 719-539-2421.    

Wonder When They Meet? 

  Card Ministry……………………….10:00 AM-2nd Fri each month 

  Cast…………………………………….5:30 PM-1st Thurs each month 

  Ladies Hiking/Snowshoeing…………………………..9:30 AM-Wed 

  Mens’ Breakfasts at Patio Pancake…………7 AM-Tues or Wed   

  Quilting Group……………………2:00 PM-3rd Thurs each month 

  Saintly Sinners…………………...11:30 AM-4th Tues each month 

  Session………………………………...6:00 PM-4th Tues each month 

  Sisters of Deborah…………………1:30PM-3rd Tues each month 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

General Fund Financial Report (as of December 31, 

2018) (Salaries, insurance, utilities, missions, curricu-

lum, etc., funded by the Sunday offering).  

Call Dawn Wassel, 539-2645 for information. 

Income              $ 286,771.04                                                                          

Expenses       ($270,201.25)                                                                         

Difference         $  16,569.79   

Love Fund— YTD as of January 30, 2019:  $869.81 in 

local emergency  assistance (rent, gasoline, lodging, 

medicines, etc.) has been provided.   

Call the office at 539-6422 for information. 

Energy Outreach Colorado—Utility assistance—

natural gas, electric, propane or firewood 

For grant  period starting 10-1-18 :  $3,448.69  

Call Jeanni Landry, 719-395-5638 for information. 

Anna Mae Marchi Endowment Fund, Money      

Market, Cash Assets YTD as of December 31, 2018:   

$212,231.10 A detailed financial report is available upon 

request.  

Call Paul Poser, 539-6999 for information. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY—THURSDAY—9:00 AM—5:00 PM 

FRIDAY/SATURDAY—CLOSED 
 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Amazing that we have reduced our mortgage 

loan by more than $40,785 simply by shop-

ping at Safeway!!  Let’s see if we can keep 

shopping in 2019 to reach a new goal of 

$50,000!  Remember, the card can be used 

for groceries, gas and prescriptions.  We 

have plenty of cards in the office if you need 

one!! 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday-March 6 

Palm Sunday-April 14 

Maundy Thursday-April 18 

Good Friday-April 19 

Easter Sunday-April 21 

ELDERS 

Linda Colling 719-539-8634       lrcoll327@yahoo.com 

Bob Grether 719-539-1788 grether@outlook.com 

Russ Johnson 719-221-9374 russ_011@live.com     

Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com 

Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557 spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

Gaylene Stevens 719-239-0999 tnmolecular1@aol.com 

                                  CONTACT INFORMATION                                                                  

Church office  719-539-6422         office@salidapresbyterian.org     

Rev. Charley Blom, Interim Pastor: pastor@salidapresbyterian.org              

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor:hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org  

Katie Lady, Children’s Ministries: katielady454@gmail.com                   

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: Danny@salidapresbyterian.org       

Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com                  

Kathy Moore, Admin Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org 
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OUR VISION:  God’s dream for the world, nothing less.                                                                                           

OUR MISSION:  Growing disciples of Jesus through knowing God,                                                                                          

loving each other, and serving the world. 

7 Poncha Blvd.   

Salida, CO   81201 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

CONTACT INFORMATION                               

Church Office 539-6422                                                                    

salidapresbyterian.org 

Interim Pastor, Charley Blom  

Associate Pastor, Hilary Downs 

Children’s Ministry , Katie Lady  

Adm. Assistant, Kathy Moore  

Praise Band Director, Dan Shuford 

Chancel Choir Director, Liz Riley 

Custodian, Bob Campbell 

pastor@salidapresbyterian.org 

hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org 

katielady454@gmail.com 

office@salidapresbyterian.org 

danny@salidapresbyterian.org 

emusic1955@gmail.com 

   ELDERS 

Linda Colling 

Bob Grether 

Russ Johnson 

Phil Maes 

Debbie Quintana 

Gaylene Stevens 

539-8634 

530-1788 

221-9374 

530-12 

221-2557 

239-0999 

lrcoll327@yahoo.com 

grether@outlook.com 

russ_011@live.com 

philmaes@yahoo.com 

spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

tnmolecular1@aol.com 


