Readings for October 24, 2021

1 Samuel 16: 1-13
Samuel Anoints David as King
16 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have
rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a
man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.”
But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
“Take a heifer with you,” the LORD replied, “and say that you have come to make a
sacrifice to the LORD. Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to
anoint for me.”
So Samuel did as the LORD instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in
peace?”
“Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Purify yourselves and come
with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his
sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too.
When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the LORD’s
anointed!”
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have
rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But
Samuel said, “This is not the one the LORD has chosen.” Next Jesse summoned
Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the LORD has chosen.” In the same way
all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse,
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you
have?”
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“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep
and goats.”
“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.”
So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes.
And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint him.”
So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had
brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully
upon David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.

Psalm 51: 10-14
10

Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Renew a loyal spirit within me.

11 Do

not banish me from your presence,
and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.

12

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and make me willing to obey you.

13 Then

I will teach your ways to rebels,
and they will return to you.

14

Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves;
then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness.

Matthew 26: 6-13
Jesus Anointed at Bethany
6

Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon, a man who had previously had
leprosy. 7 While he was eating, a woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of
expensive perfume and poured it over his head.
8

The disciples were indignant when they saw this. “What a waste!” they said. 9 “It could
have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor.”
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10

But Jesus, aware of this, replied, “Why criticize this woman for doing such a good
thing to me? 11 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have
me. 12 She has poured this perfume on me to prepare my body for burial. 13 I tell you the
truth, wherever the Good News is preached throughout the world, this woman’s deed
will be remembered and discussed.”
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