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GATHERING 
 

GATHERING MUSIC    
  
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE     
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all heart are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 

and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

AMEN. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace we have 

been saved. In the name of  † Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.    

AMEN. 

*GATHERING SONG    

  Canticle of the Turning  ELW 723 

 

   

* GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
 
And also with you.                        
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in 
mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth 
the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may 
live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
 
AMEN 

 
WORD 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Blessed Assurance        St. Mark Bells 
  
 LESSON     Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 Word of God, Word of Life.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 119:9-16 
 
9 How can a young person stay pure? 
    By obeying your word. 
10 I have tried hard to find you— 
    don’t let me wander from your commands. 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart, 
    that I might not sin against you. 
12 I praise you, O Lord; 
    teach me your decrees. 
13 I have recited aloud 
    all the regulations you have given us. 
14 I have rejoiced in your laws 
    as much as in riches. 
15 I will study your commandments 
    and reflect on your ways. 
16 I will delight in your decrees 
    and not forget your word. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* GOSPEL       John 12:20-33
      
 Word of God, Word of Life.  
 Thanks be to God 
 
MESSAGE     
      Rev. Carol George 
 
HYMN O, Christ the Same   WOV 778  
 
* APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 Stand, sit, or kneel as you are able 
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
We share the peace of Christ with one another.     
 
* OFFERING   
     
*OFFERING RESPONSE  
        

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Him all creatures here below; 
praise Him above ye heav’nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 



*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
C/Christ has died.    Christ is risen.    Christ will come 
again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
COMMUNION HYMN   
  Lord of All Hopefulness   ELW 765 
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray,  
 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this 
feast, the body and blood of your Son.  By your Spirit 
strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away 
as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
AMEN 

THANKSGIVING AT CONCLUSION OF CALL 

SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  
*BLESSING 
 
*SENDING SONG        
 My Life Flows On in Endless Song  ELW 763 

 
*VISION STATEMENT 
 
*DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     

Welcome to Worship 
March 17, 2024 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Rev. Carol A. George, Pastor 

Reflection 
What has gotten Jesus stirred up? Reflecting on the 
necessity of death, Jesus likens it to a grain of wheat 
being sown, buried in a grave of soil and compost, 
where what it is, as a kernel,  transformed into new 
life—an entire plant with many stems and many more 
kernels or berries (much fruit!). Through “dying” it 
produces life. 
 
At first, Jesus reflects on what this physical reminder 
can help his followers understand about what it means 
to love their life enough to lose it. If a disciple truly 
loves their life enough to follow Jesus, then they too 
have realized that they need to separate their life from 
its connection to the things of this world and fall into 
line by following Jesus. We have to come to hate how 
limited living according to any other standard is in 
comparison to servanthood to God and his purposes. 
 
And, as Jesus reflects on this lesson, he thinks also 
about himself. More than any other, his was a life 
lived from the best kind of love, rejecting the shackles 
of this world, and always looking to set people free for 
eternity. Through his ministry he has already done so 
much to bring honor to the Father, but he knows there 
is even more glorious work to do and that it will 
require even greater sacrifice. 
 
Rev. Chelsey Harmon, 
The Bridge Community Church (CRC) in Langley, BC. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  It is right to give 
God thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...join their unending  

hymn... 

LAMB OF GOD 

MEAL 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of creation, you provide for our every need. As we 
gather blessings from your hands, give us faith to open 
our hands as well, that we may retain no more than we 
need so that all your children may suffer no shortage. 

Amen. 


