
   
 

 Mark: The Way of Jesus 

 

Sermon Text Discussion Notes 06/19/2022 

Mark 12:28-34 - “Lovers of God and Lovers of Others” by Drew Hunter 
 
 

Overview 
Today we continue our study through Mark’s gospel.  These passages include a question that leads to Jesus 
giving the heart of his ethic of love.  This is summarized in the two-part command from verses 29-31 (to love 
God and to love your neighbor as yourself). 
 
For Christians, this is Jesus’ vision for a flourishing life. And for those exploring Christianity, this is a great way 
to understand the heart of Jesus’ vision for life. This is the heart of Jesus’ ethic of love. 
 
Questions about Jesus’ love command covered by this message: 

1. What does it mean? 
2. How should we respond? 
3. What is its surprising impact? 

 
This double-love command is radical, deep, and omnirelevant.  It has also had a significant and surprising 
impact on western culture.   
 
 

Discussion Questions 

1) Why is this the most important commandment? 
 

2) Why are these two commands integrated?  Why is their order important? 
 

3) Why did Jesus say “you are not far from the kingdom of God.” in verse 34?  How does 
understanding and following this command differ from what is said in Mark 1:15? 
 

4) Ponder the significance of Christ sharing these words days before his sacrificial death on the cross.  
How does that detail impact how you view and apply this command? 

 
5) This sermon highlighted the omnirelevant nature of the command to love God and love others.  

Think about your day, your week, and your relationships.  Are there any areas you need to repent 
or seek forgiveness from others?  What are ways you can increase your obedience to this 
command and grow closer to Jesus in your life right now? 

 
 

Quotations 

“None of these values are self-evident, nor are they widespread among the civilizations of the world. So where 
did they come from, and how did they get to become ‘the air we breathe’?” – Glen Scrivener, The Air We 
Breathe (describing how Jesus’ ethic of love has shaped us today) 


