
Sermon Text Discussion Notes 11/13/2022 

Mark    “Why Did God Give Us a Book Like Mark?” Drew Hunter 
          Mark: The Way of Jesus 
 
Overview 
 
We’ve walked through the gospel of Mark this past year as a church. This final sermon 
takes a step back to ask a question: What kind of book is the gospel of Mark? And what 
does this tell us about God and how he wants us to live? Here are seven features of the 
gospel of Mark. Each feature is in the opening 20 verses of Mark but is true of the whole 
book.  
 
1. Relentlessly Jesus-Focused 
2. Announced as Good News for the World 
3. Accessible for Everyone 
4. Written with Layers of Depth 
5. A story within a story 
6. Historically Credible 
7. For Fueling a Discipleship Movement  
    
The Gospel of Mark is what the first century world needed–and it’s part of what 
revolutionized the world over the course of centuries. And it’s what our world and culture 
need to rediscover again. The movement of Jesus.  
 
Discussion Questions  
 
1. Christians can put things other than Jesus at the center of our faith (moral 
reformation, cultural renewal, political activism, personal piety). How are you to tempted 
to displace Jesus from the center? 
2. While Jesus spread the good news that joy is found in him, people seek a counterfeit 
joy in God’s good gifts. What idols (relationships, comfort, achievement, money,) are 
particularly attractive to you? 
3. The book of Mark reveals an author steeped in the Old Testament. What has been 
beneficial in your life as you’ve sought to study and discuss the Bible beyond a surface 
understanding? 
4. Mark records a story within the story – that history has a plotline that Jesus is the 
hero at the center. How has the story of Jesus come to define your story? 
5. What difference does it make for you personally that Mark (and all the Bible) is not 
myth or legend, but historically reliable accounts? 
6. How has your life been influenced by the mission to make Jesus known? 
 
Quote 
“We can summarize the message of Mark like this: Jesus is the son of God, who brings 
God’s kingdom through his cross, and he invites all to follow him as disciples.” 
          Drew Hunter 
 


