
Mark: The Way of Jesus 
 

Sermon Text Discussion Notes 05/29/2022 
Mark 11:27-12:12 – “Rejecting Jesus: How We Do It and Why It’s Not a Good Idea” – by Drew Hunter 
 
Overview 
 
In this text we see how and why Israel’s leaders reject Jesus. This leads to his death, which is Jesus’ pathway 
toward establishing his true leadership. Because of the religious leaders’ rejection, Jesus announces his 
rejection of them. Four lessons can be found in this text of how we today may resist Jesus and why it is not a 
good idea.  
 
 The Religious Leaders’ Resistance is: 

1. Intellectually Dishonest (11:27-33) 
2. Historically Persistent (12:1-8) 
3. Selfishly Motivated (12:7-8) 
4. Ultimately Futile (12:9-12) 

 
Discussion Questions  

 
1) Jesus comes as the true King but he is not what the Israeli leaders expected. They call into question his 

authority, even though they have seen Jesus teach and demonstrate his divine power in performing 
miracles. They don’t want to trust Jesus because it threatens them in some way. If you have not trusted 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, what is holding you back? How have you sought answers for your 
questions? Have you read the Bible (or some of it) putting all presuppositions aside? In this series “Mark: 
The Way of Jesus,” share with your group what has been surprising, particularly helpful, or encouraging. 
 
 

2) In this text the Israeli leaders are partaking in their long history of rejecting God’s messengers (dating back 
to the Old Testament). Many OT prophets were beaten or killed by Israel’s leaders; the same will happen 
to Jesus and will continue for his future messengers after he is gone. Rejecting Jesus’ message and 
Christianity is not new. How have you seen Christian persecution take place today? How does it make you 
feel when you hear or read about it? What can we do about it? How have you personally been 
persecuted? How can we endure this spiritual battle? What passages can we use to help us persevere? 
Where does our ultimate hope lie?  

 
 
3) Jesus confronts the leaders for rejecting him because they wanted to keep their selfish control and power 

without submitting to God. They do not want God; they only want his good gifts. How can we practically 
submit to God? What heart idol is keeping you from desiring God and living in humble submission to him? 
What steps can you take daily to renew your mind, repent, and reorient your heart to make Christ 
preeminent in your life? How does living in Christian community help with this?  

 
 
4) Questions in response:  In a world of unfaithful leaders and injustices, we may be tempted to wonder 

why God is not acting. How does this passage give us hope? If you are in a leadership position (home, 
work, ministry, politics, etc.), what are some ways that you humbly lead in glad submission to God’s 
authority? What are some subtle ways you resist God’s authority and what are the effects? What are 
some things you do to help guard against this? Spend some time in prayer, thanking God for his patience 
and kindness.  

 
 
Quotations 
 
“The reason why he saves us, ultimately in the end, is so that in the coming ages God can show us just how 
kind he is to us. So we can enjoy age after age the riches of his patience and kindness to us in Jesus.”  
– Drew Hunter (from Eph. 2:7) 


