
Mark: The Way of Jesus 
 

Sermon Text Discussion Notes 05/22/2022 
Mark 11:1-25 – “The King Who Curses Trees and Flips Tables” – by Drew Hunter 
 
Overview 
 
This text begins the final week of Jesus’ ministry. We see Jesus do three things that seem incredibly odd and 
are much different than how he previously conducted himself. Jesus’ message behind these prophetic and 
symbolic stories is that he is the King who came to judge and to renew his true people.  
 
 Three Symbolic Actions: 

1. The Colt Ride (v. 1-11) 
2. The Cursed Tree (v. 12-14, 20-21) 
3. The Overturned Tables (v. 15-19) 

 
Jesus finishes this section by informing the disciples of the New Community he is establishing (v. 22-25). 
Jesus is the new temple and his community becomes part of it. The heart of the new temple community is faith, 
prayer, and forgiveness.  
 
Discussion Questions  

 
1) Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt demonstrating that he is the true King of Israel and the world. Jesus 

intentionally set this up to fulfill the prophecy from Zech. 9:9. The crowd proclaims Jesus as King (from Ps. 
118) but the religious leaders do not welcome him. What does it look like for us to welcome Jesus as our 
King? What areas in your life do you reserve for yourself where Jesus is not welcome? Why? What can 
you do daily to repent and reorient your heart towards following Christ?  
 
 

2) Taken out of context, the cursing of the fig tree can seem out of character for Jesus. When Scripture 
seems contradictory, what are some things you can do to gain a better understanding of the text? What 
resources can you use? Why does Jesus curse the fig tree? Why is it important for Christians to not act 
hypocritically? In what ways do we tend to look religious but lack love toward others? What is the big deal 
if we do not bear fruit? How does living in community with fellow believers or having someone you are 
accountable to help with these things? 

 
 
3) Jesus takes action when greed and corruption defile the temple; he shows his devotion to God and the 

welfare of his people. Does Jesus’ response to the temple corruption surprise you? Why was Jesus so 
angry? What tends to anger you? Why? In your anger, what are you most concerned about? How can you 
tell if your anger is rooted in love for God and others?  

 
 
4) We are part of the new temple community and Jesus calls us to three actions: faith, prayer, and 

forgiveness. Faith – How do we demonstrate faith in Christ? What does it mean to trust him? Which side 
of Jesus are you on? Do you welcome him as the true king or are you going through the motions?   
Prayer – What is prayer? What should our heart posture be when we pray? What are some things you 
can do to make praying a daily habit? Forgiveness – What is forgiveness? Is it hard for you to forgive 
others? Why are believers called to forgive others?  

 
 
Quotations 
 
“The big question is which side of Jesus are you on?” – Drew Hunter  
 


