
Mark: The Way of Jesus 
 

Sermon Text Discussion Notes 10/16/2022 
Mark 15:16-32 “The Surprise of the Cross: Exaltation through Humiliation” – by Drew Hunter 
 
Overview 
 
In this passage, Mark layers the story of Jesus’ crucifixion with careful detail. He draws our attention to 
different aspects and subtly highlights the significance of this event. As we read and reread this passage, the 
Three Layers that come into focus are: 
 
 1 - Abject Humiliation 
 2 - Mysterious Fulfillment 
 3 - Ironic Exaltation 
 
 
Discussion Questions  

 
1) Layer 1: Abject Humiliation. The Jewish and Greco-Roman cultures were honor and shame cultures. 

When you read this passage, do you notice how little attention Mark gives to Jesus’ physical pain? Why 
does Mark focus on the shame and humiliation Jesus endured more than the physical pain? Have you 
ever been mocked, humiliated, bullied, beaten, wrongly accused, abandoned or betrayed by your closest 
friends, or publicly shamed? Do you remember how you felt? Why did Jesus have to endure all of this, 
why not just crucify him quickly (Heb. 4:14-16)? What other passages offer encouragement or comfort for 
the abandoned or brokenhearted? 
 
 

2) Layer 2: Mysterious Fulfillment. The way Jesus was crucified (including all the public shaming and 
willing participants) was all part of God’s plan as prophesied by Jesus and the Old Testament. Have you 
ever wrestled with how God is sovereign, yet we still make free choices (Acts 4:27-28)? And that God 
holds us accountable for our choices? This is the mystery of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. 
Talk about this amongst your small group. If you have questions about God’s sovereignty and human 
responsibility, pray for the Holy Spirit to help you further understand, read and meditate on Scripture, 
reach out to a trusted Christian or one of our church elders. 

 
 
3) Layer 3: Ironic Exaltation. This whole text is saturated with irony that all points to a surprise: Jesus is 

humiliated, and yet this ironically shows that he is exalted. On the cross (place of shame, weakness, 
death) we see Jesus’ glory, kingship, honor, and power on full display. How is this possible? And why is it 
important to understand? Have you ever looked at Jesus’ crucifixion this way? Does this spark a new 
appreciation for Jesus? How should we respond to this? Instead of saving himself, Jesus chose to drink 
the cup of God’s wrath and save his people. If you are a Christian, what does this mean for you? Look for 
opportunities to share this Good News with others and spend time (with others and in prayer) praising God 
for the way he loves you. 

 
 
 
Quotations 
 
“So sits the earth’s great curse in Adam’s fall upon my head: so I remove it all from the earth unto my brows, 
and bear the thrall.” – George Herbert, The Sacrifice 


