
 
  
Romans 8: Gospel Doctrine and Life in the Spirit 

 
Sermon Text Discussion Notes 3/12/2023 

 
Romans 8:14-17- “Adoption: The Highest Privilege of the Gospel” – by Drew Hunter 

  
Overview  
 
In this series we are focusing on how Paul brings together gospel doctrine and life in the Holy Spirit. We are 
seeing how what we believe shapes how we live. This week we are looking at the doctrine of adoption. Paul 
wrote this text to show us that being adopted by God is the greatest benefit of the gospel and that it gives 
confidence and hope in all of life. This sermon helps us better understand our adoption in that it:  
  
1 – Answers 3 Questions about the Doctrine of Adoption (v14)  
2 – Explains 4 Incredible Privileges (v15-17)  
3 – Explores 5 Radical Implications  
  

  
 Discussion Questions 

  

1) A. What does it mean to be adopted into God’s family (legally and relationally)? Have you ever taken time to 
answer this question? What does God welcoming us into his family tell us about his character?  
B. Take time in your group to discuss how you strive to kill sin in your life. What motivates you? What 
Scripture encourages you? Do you use prayer and accountability?   
C. What role does Christ play in our adoption?   
  

2) A. How can fear keep you from enjoying your life in Christ?   
B. Do you think you can be assured of your salvation? What are the marks of a true believer (1 John)?   
C. What will we inherit as God’s children (1 Cor 3:21-23)? How does looking to your future life in eternity 
help you endure your current sufferings? Share with your group how a past hardship has helped you grow to 
be more like Christ.  

  
3) A. Do you feel alienated or separated from God? Why? Consider why you may be wondering away from Him 

and know that he is ready to welcome you into his family (parable of the prodigal son).   
B. Let adoption into God’s family function as your identity. What happens when we find our identity 
elsewhere?   
C. Let the doctrine of adoption heal you. If your childhood was riddled with rejection, neglect, or hurt from 
your parents, let it seep down into your soul that your heavenly Father loves, accepts, and welcomes you.  
D. What are some ways you reflect God’s love in your own home, not just physically or financially but 
emotionally? How do you demonstrate to your loved ones that they are loved, accepted, and welcomed?  
E. Let the doctrine of adoption give you a confident joy everyday. How can you daily reorient your heart 
around this truth?  

  
  
Quotation  
 
 “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought 
of being God’s child, and having God as his Father.”– J.I. Packer, Knowing God  

  


