
Malachi: Apathy and Advent 
 

Sermon Text Discussion Notes 11/27/2022 
Malachi 1:1-5 “How God Overcomes Our Doubt of His Love” – by Drew Hunter 
 
Overview 
 
This Advent, as we read through Malachi, we will see that God’s message to the Israelites is the same for us: 
God confronts the apathy of his people and cultivates hope in Christ. During extended times of trial are you 
tempted to doubt God’s love for you? Do you ever ask, “God, why are you allowing this to happen” or “Why 
me?” In Malachi’s first section, we see four insights about God’s love that help us answer the question: “How 
can we trust that God loves us when life is so hard?” 
 
 1 – The Priority of God’s Love (v 1-2a) 
 2 – The Question of God’s Love (v 2b) 
 3 – The Evidence of God’s Love (v 2c-5) 
 4 – The Relevance of God’s Love 
 
 
Discussion Questions  

 
1) The Priority of God’s Love (v 1-2a). God’s first words in Malachi are, “I have loved you.” Before addressing 

any heart issues or behavior, God reaffirms his love for his people. Even though the Israelites are apathetic 
towards God and doubt his love for them, he wants them to know first that he loves them. Why do you think 
this is? What does this tell us about God? What is his natural posture towards his people? In what ways does 
God demonstrate his love for us? (Spend time in prayer thanking God for how he showers us with his love) 
 

2) The Question of God’s Love (v 2b). The Israelites cynically ask God, “How have you loved us?” They doubt 
his love because their lives are hard. They assume that if God loves them, their lives would be easy. 
Intellectually you may know that you cannot measure God’s love for you by your circumstances but you may 
feel it to be true. Do you ever feel this way? When life gets really hard, do you wonder if God truly loves you? 
What Scripture have you turned to for comfort and to reorient your heart to believe that God does in fact love 
you? 

 
3) The Evidence of God’s Love (v 2c-5) God proves his love for his people by reminding the Israelites that he 

chose them as his people with the covenant promise he made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God’s choice 
had nothing to do with their character or behavior; it had everything to do with his own freedom to choose.  
 
- God’s choice and election. 1) God brings this up to comfort the Israelites and demonstrate how he has 
faithfully cared for them throughout history. 2) God is not obligated to love everyone in the same way.  
3) God’s election of people demonstrates his unmerited favor. 4) The intended response for God’s people is 
to see that he loves us and in Christ he is conquering our enemies – sin, Satan, and death. 
 
How are these truths comforting to you? In what ways does God continue to show grace towards you?  

 
4) The Relevance of God’s Love. Do you need to receive God’s love for the first time or receive it afresh? Do 

you need to study the love of God? Are you ready, at a moment’s notice, to share God’s love? Dwell on God’s 
love for you this Advent Season. 
 

 
Quotations 
 
“This issue [doubting God’s love] is first because all the other issues are a result of doubting God’s love. 
Deterioration sets in when we doubt God’s love for us.” – Alec Moyter 
 
“Transformation begins with the love of God, you will not change if you think God hates you.” – Drew Hunter 


