
Mark: The Way of Jesus 
 

Sermon Text Discussion Notes 09/4/2022 
Mark 13:24-37 “Staying Awake for the Return of the King” – by Drew Hunter 
 
Overview 
 
The second half of Mark 13 is challenging to understand. Rather than getting caught up in the details of Jesus’ 
return, the main point Jesus communicates is:  Because He will return at an unknown time, we should live 
with a spiritual wakefulness. As we wait for His glorious return, Jesus calls us to a life of faithful service and 
love toward others. We are to live all of life with the end in view. In the text we see: 
 
 Three Realities that Relate to Jesus’ Return: 

1. The Flow of History (vs. 1-27) 
2. The Cosmic Significance (vs. 24-27) 
3. The Life of Spiritual Wakefulness (vs. 28-37) 
 

 
Discussion Questions  

 
1) Jesus unfolds the future in three stages. Last week we looked at the first two: 1) What the first generation 

should expect before the temple comes down. 2) What it will be like when the temple comes down. This 
week we look at the third stage: 3) Jesus speaks of his coming after the temple comes down (vs. 24-27). 
The difficult question to answer is: When does this third stage happen? Has it already happened in AD 70 
when the temple was destroyed? Or is Jesus speaking of his future return at the end of the age? What do 
you think? Whether or not this third stage has happened, does it affect Jesus’ command at the end of the 
chapter to “stay awake?” 
 
 

2) All of God’s promises are fulfilled in an already and not-yet way. We see this in the three aspects of Jesus’ 
return: Judgment, Vindication, Gathering. Judgment imagery happens when the sky darkens and the 
earth shakes (occurred at the cross and will happen when Jesus returns Rev. 6:12). Jesus is Vindicated 
as He is the Son of Man coming on the clouds to the Father to receive His Kingdom (occurred at Jesus’ 
resurrection/ascension and will occur at His future return Matt. 25:31). Jesus Gathers His elect (occurred 
in the gospels, continues now, and will occur in the future 1 Thess. 4:17). The main point is that God is 
fulfilling His promises. Have you ever pondered the cosmic significance of Jesus’ return and what it means 
for Christians and non-Christians? What do you envision when you think of Jesus enthroned in Heaven? 
We get to take part in God’s Kingdom work of being and making disciples, how does this encourage you? 

 
 
3) Jesus calls us to a life of spiritual wakefulness. He says to stay awake several times in vs. 32-37. Why 

does Jesus emphasis this idea of faithful readiness and service until He returns? How do we sustain this 
vigilance? What is the work He calls us to do? Has the joy of God’s salvation faded in you heart? If so, 
why? What sorts of things have captured your heart’s affections and taken your focus off of Christ? If you 
have become bored with the gospel, no longer fighting sin, or have been lazy in fulfilling your purpose, 
how can living in community help you to “stay awake?” What are some daily disciplines that can help?  

 
 
Quotations 
 
“Just as Jesus did not do all that he could have done, because certain things were not his Father’s will… so he 
did not consciously know all that he might have known, but only what the Father willed him to know. His 
knowing, like the rest of his activity, was bounded by his Father’s will. And therefore the reason why he was 
ignorant of (for instance) the date of his return was not that he had given up the power to know all things at the 
Incarnation, but that the Father had not willed that he should have this particular piece of knowledge while on 
earth, prior to his passion.”  – J.I. Packer, Knowing God 


