
 

First Presbyterian Church
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 Rev. Eliza C. Jaremko

Dear Friends,

Last Sunday we kicked off stewardship season with balloons. Why balloons? Because they are a 
joyful reminder that even inflation (excuse the pun) can have a light side (pun also intended). The 
news these days is all about inflation and rising prices and we are affected by it personally, 
professionally and at church.
Last year, a flat budget was proposed. This year, we’re not so lucky. Pastor Eliza, your Trustees, 
treasurer, and Session all work hard to spend pledge money carefully and responsibly but there are 
many things even they can’t control.
Our church, like all the others, is being hit with news of increases. Here is a brief sample list of 
some of them:

• PSE&G has announced that the cost of gas will be increased 25%. We use gas to heat both 
the church and the manse.

• The state required us to install backflow preventers on our pipes (for details ask Mark or 
Tony!) which will now require yearly inspections at $500 per year.

• Presbytery has increased the per diem for pulpit supply ministers and raised the percentage 
of what we must pay for the pastor’s medical dues.

• Insurance costs, which were held to a minimum during covid because the building was not in 
use, are going back up to their pre-covid levels.

• Office supplies, postage and other related expenses have gone up.
• There is a $900 monthly payment on the new boiler that was installed last year.

On top of those new expenses, the number of pledging members has decreased due to deaths, job 
losses, or moving away.
I am telling you all this not to depress you, but to give you a realistic picture of what we are facing 
for 2023. Last year you weren’t asked to increase your pledge, though some wonderful people did 
anyway. This year, we are asking for you to prayerfully increase your pledge amount.
We acknowledge that this is a tough request as things now stand. But we must trust that God will be 
there to help you make good on your promise. Give your pledge in faith that it will work out.
If you have seen the movie “UP” you know that Mr. Fredrickson’s house, floating away with the help 
of balloons, leads him to have many adventures. With his companions the scout Russell, the talking 
dog Dug, and the bird Kevin, he finds a happy ending. The house itself ends up perched next to a 
beautiful waterfall. Faith, friends, and perseverance were all that was needed. That’s all we need, 
too. 
Please pledge generously this year. A pledge card is attached for your convenience. You can place 
it in the offering plate on Sunday, mail it to the church office, put it in my mailbox (Sunday school 
room 1) or email me directly. Thank you!

Leslie Clark
Stewardship Chair
Lclark223@gmail.com
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