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“For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor
5:7), the Apostle Paul tells us.
We walk by faith. Yet lately (and this lately has
felt like forever), we seem to be running. Life has
been in an upheaval now for quite a long time (19
months and counting). We have been running and
running and running toward the finish line of
“normal life.” We keep heading toward what we
thought was a finish line. And then over and over
again, the finish line has been moved. Our normal
lives have been lived in a state of not normal, and
slowly but surely that life has become a new
normal. So we keep running.
I read an article recently by Rev. Jenny Smith entitled, “The Second Marathon: A Thought for Pastors on
Walking the New Normal.” Smith compares the last 19 months to a marathon that we didn’t intend to run. She
says that churches set the finish line as re-opening our doors to in-person worship. Yet as we did so, the finish
line moved with COVID-19 variants and new safety restrictions. She calls this next “leg” of our race the second
marathon.
Smith writes, “What if we walked our second marathon? Side by side. No racing. No competing with
anything or anyone. Resting when it's time to rest. Saying yes to a new idea when it glistens with possibility.
Saying no when something feels too heavy. Asking new questions in places we assumed the old answer. Giving
others permission to rest because we choose rest. Questioning the speed at which we live and move. …Breathing
deeply of God's grace and love and restoration. Maybe this is how we disrupt the deeply engrained oppressive
realities of our world. We choose to walk. Together. Here's to the second marathon. I'm with you, friends. I'll be
over in the slow walkers crew that laughs and takes a lot of breaks. Want to join me? I imagine Love will
surprise us again.”
Our Session read this article at our last meeting, and we too feel inspired to slow our run to a walk. For God
does not tell us to run by faith. God tells us to walk by faith, to walk with Jesus, to walk in prayer. It’s only in
the walk that we afford ourselves the opportunity to listen to the movement of the Spirit, to listen to God’s
calling, and to listen to one another.
So let us continue our Faith Walk together, knowing that God walks with us.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Eliza
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Kids…
Don’t forget your
WHIRL bibles if you
have one!

OCTOBER 2021

October

Friendship Circle

Children’s
Sunday School

Sunday School for Kids
Starting October 3rd !
Upon receiving feedback from parents in our church,
the Session voted to proceed with Sunday School
starting this Sunday, October 3rd. After a long
hiatus, we’re excited to have the kids back in church.
Our kids and teachers will be following the
precautions below to ensure the safety and health of
all involved:
Two Classes (Pre-K—3rd grade & 4th—
8th grade)
Don’t forget to bring your WHIRL
Bibles.
Outside Classes will begin after the
Children’s Sermon.
Masks and distancing is required.
Virtual Option: Classes will be posted
to the First Presby Pals Facebook page.
In case of rain or inclement weather, the
classes will move to the 2 big classrooms
inside the building (masks and distancing
enforced).
Senior High Class (9th -12th graders)
will meet bimonthly. Times and dates
TBD… more info to come soon!
The nursery will remained closed for
now.

The Friendship Circle will meet in the Parlor
Tuesday, October 19, at 9:30am. Ladies,
please join us for coffee, tea, and tasty treats and
a time to catch up. Pat Masi will present the second
lesson in our new series, "An Abiding Hope", the
Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy.
We're looking forward to seeing you there!

Care Grant Received
At the recent meeting of the
Commission on Ministry, the
Presbytery for Southern NJ
awarded Pastor Eliza with
the first ever Ministers Self
Care Grant. The Presbytery
grant, in conjunction with
the gift from an anonymous
donor, has meant that the
sabbatical costs were fully
covered without drawing
from our church budget.
We’re grateful for the Presbytery’s recognition of this
need… and for the rest and revitalization that was
granted to Pastor Eliza through this opportunity.

Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study continues to meet on
Wednesday mornings at 11:00 AM via Zoom.
Stay tuned for more information about in-person
meetings of the group as we continue to update
our protocols based information released by the
CDC and what is safest for our members and staff.
Adult Sunday School will not meet during the
month of October, but hopefully will return to inperson meetings on Sunday mornings at 9:00AM
soon.
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Committee Reports
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Session Report

Sunday School
Session voted to begin
Sunday School for kids
PreK-8th grade starting
Sunday, October 3rd with
precautions in place. The
nursery will remain closed
for the time being.

Music Director
Session has authorized the
personnel committee to
initiate a Music Director
search committee to
replace Karen Mercer, who
has taken a position in
Maryland (although she
can never be replaced!).

Self Care Grant
Pastor Eliza was awarded
the first-ever Ministers
Self Care grant from the
Presbytery for Southern
New Jersey in the amount
of $2000 to cover the costs
incurred by the church for
her sabbatical.

(as of 09/28/2021)

Offerings Received to-date:
Budgeted Expenses to-date:

$153,835
$156,127

Missions
Report
Your Food Shelf
and

As always, we are pleased to receive any and all donations,
but with Thanksgiving approaching, we are continuing our
request for boxed stuffing mixes and instant mashed
potatoes for the 300 Thanksgiving dinners the Urban
Promise Food Co-op will be giving away.

Potatoes
Stuf ng

Instant

We are also pleased to let you know that the Mission Cabinet in the parlor is
open once again for those attending in person worship; you no longer need to
go down the stairs into the Sunday School building to leave your donations.

Toothbrushes, toothbrushes, toothbrushes!

Many thanks to Terri Trout and her dislike of perfectly good items being thrown
away. Terri's company was going to dispose of about 20,000 individually
packaged toothbrushes that a client no longer wanted. Terri contacted the
Mission Committee and we are pleased to see that many organizations received
more toothbrushes than they could ever imagine.
To date, toothbrushes have been donated to:
• Your Food Shelf - approximately 800
• Touch Food Pantry (Camden) - approximately 800
• Good Samaritan Food Pantry (Kensington) - approx. 3,000
• Hope Church Food Pantry (Voorhees) - approximately 3,000
• Military Support Group of NJ - approximately 3,000
Other organizations still in process:
• Logan Memorial's Food Pantry (Audubon)
• Fellowship United Methodist Food Pantry (Haddon Heights)
• St. Paul's Episcopal Food Pantry (Collingswood)
• Oaklyn Food Pantry
• Bordentown Presbyterian Church, who is working with Joint
Base MDL, for the Afghan Refugees

fi
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Two Cents a Meal

OCTOBER 2021

Halloween
Luminarias

Amazing September Collection!
Maybe you were so excited to start the September
church year off.....
Maybe you were thrilled to see children back in
church...
Maybe you love the sound of coins hitting the
bucket as we donate our coins and bills to the 2
cents a Meal Collection....
Whatever the reason — the Mission Committee
would like to thank our church friends for donating
to the September 12th collection! It was the first
collection during the worship service in over 18
months. What a wonderful sight it was to see our
children collect coins and bills from our generous
congregation.
We collected $212 which will be used to
purchase supplies for Urban Promise Thanksgiving
dinners. Thank you for your generosity!
Our next Two Cents a Meal Collection will be on
Sunday, October 10th - save those coins!

Crop Walk: Sunday, October 17th
The Haddon Heights CROP Hunger Walk is
scheduled for Sunday, October 17th and
registration is open! Use the URL below to register
or donate, and share the link with your friends.
The Crop Walk raises funds to get meals for those
in need, and sustainable food security for the
future. https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/
event/haddonheightsnj

Light the way this Halloween season
and help our seniors and disabled
in the community.

$20 = 10 luminarias & 10 tealights

ON SALE NOW UNTIL OCTOBER 29
Proceeds benefit Interfaith Caregivers
www.ifchaddons.org

2021 Directory
Updates
Don’t forget to contact the office if you
need to update your contact info.
Email Revision
Tony & Pat Masi: am1.pm1@verizon.net
Stay tuned for an updated
2021-22 Church Directory to be
distributed digitally in early October!
Moving forward, we plan to
distribute new directories annually
each September.
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Peace & Global Witness Offering
Over the next three
Sundays (Oct. 10,
17,
WAYS TO
GIVE
& 24) we’ll be hearing
Through your
Minute for Mission
congregation
Thank you for
messages from our
your participation in the
Peace & Global Witness Offering.
Mission Committee
Donate by
credit card online at
IF WE ALL
during
worship.pcusa.org/peace-global
We
DO A LITTLE,
IT
ADDS
UP
encourage
you to give
TO A LOT!
through our Text PCUSAPEACE
to 41444
give
to Peace &
congregation, astoGlobal
25%
Witness
or visit
of our total collected
pcusa.org/peace-global
for more information.
offering stays within
our congregation to
support our own
at all times in all ways.
community.
(You can use the Peace & Global Witness envelopes
in your offering boxes.)

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is one of four annual
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important role in
defining what it means to be a connectional church in the
twenty-first century, bringing together the diversity of the
PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared
concerns. The Offerings offer opportunities for partnership,
learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the
church as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the
whole church.

COVER: “THE POWER OF HOPE” BY KELLY SIMPSON HAGEN, KELLY’S ART FROM THE SOUL

Our Peace & Global Witness
Offering enables the church
to promote the peace of Christ
by addressing systems of injustice
in our own communities
and across the world.

PEACE

Christmas Gifts
Some elves have already been stocking up on
Christmas gifts for Your Food Shelf to give out at
Christmas. Do you know that thrift stores and yard
sales often have an abundance of gently used toys
and games that can be given as Christmas gifts to
those in need? Now is also a good time to look for
gifts in stores as news reports are telling us there
will be a shortage of games and toys due to
shipping delays. Shop early and often to help
those in need provide a merry Christmas to their
children.

— 2 Thessalonians 3:16

Collingswood PorchFest
The Annual PorchFest
took place on
September 18th and
featured many
members of our
Worship team on the
porch of Fred and
Lorrie Heuser.

Aluminum Can Pull Tabs…?

Thanks to so many of our church family (above)
who came out to listen to and support our worship
team members performing that day. And
congratulations to Bruce and Joanne Erwin,
Douglas McVarish, Fred Heuser, and Karen Mercer
for a great performance!

Is anyone still collecting
aluminum can tabs for
the Ronald McDonald
House? The folks at
Mission Teens have
been saving them for
me, and I have a lot to
donate.
Thanks!
Pat Masi
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In-Person

Fall Gathering
23rd

Saturday, October
9:30am
Trinity Presbyterian Church
499 Route 70 East, Cherry Hill, NJ

Presbyterian Women Gathering
All women are invited to the Fall Gathering to be
held at the Trinity Presbyterian Church in Cherry
Hill on October 23, 9:30 a.m. to noon. In addition
to connecting again with women from our
presbytery we will celebrate our annual Thank
Offering and hear from Karen Jennings of the
Military Support Group of NJ. Their organization
sends aid to our
deployed military and to
their families here at
home. The Women's
Coordinating Team is
focusing on our mission
to honor and support
Americans who serve
our nation. They will be celebrating the
Presbyterian Women who have served in the
military and all people from our congregations who
are currently serving.
There will be a brief business meeting after the
presentation. Guests are invited to bring their own
lunch or they can order lunch using a form that will
be distributed soon. Coffee and danish will be
served at 9:30 a.m.
At this October 23rd Gathering we will collect CARE
PACKAGE ITEMS for our Deployed Troops & Nonperishable FOOD Items for Military Families. —>
The gathering is currently planned to be in-person.
If they need to change to a virtual meeting, guests
will receive notification and a link to the program.
Call or email Mary Jane Lange or Carole Leadbeater
for a ride or with donations.

OCTOBER 2021

Care Package Collection
At the Fall Gathering of the Presbyterian Women on
October 23rd they will be collecting CARE PACKAGE
items for the Deployed Troops and Non-perishable
GROCERY items for Military Families.

CARE PACKAGE ITEMS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small "Hotel size" toiletry items
Foot powder or athlete's foot cream
Beef Jerky or Slim Jims
Chapstick
Hard candy or gum
Granola Bars or cookies
Foil packs of tuna or sardines
Sunflower seeds or small cans of nuts
New "to the calf" cotton socks
Crossword puzzles, sudoku books, pens, pencils

Please email to our church office the APO or FPO
address if you know of anyone who is deployed in
all branches of the military!

GROCERIES:

• Tuna, mayo
• soup, crackers
• pasta & jars of sauce
• peanut butter & jelly
• Pop Tarts, cereal bars
• Cereal boxes
• juice
(please check expiration dates!)
Groceries are collected for military families at
POMONA Air Base and Joint Base McGuire/Dix/
Lakehurst. Call or email Mary Jane Lange or Carole
Leadbeater for a ride or with donations.

HELP NEEDED!

We need your help to gather names of men and
women currently serving in active or reserve duty
so that we can honor them at our Fall Gathering.
Please email or call Mary Johnson in the church
office with any names and addresses of members
of our congregation who are currently serving in
the military. Also, give us names of women from
our congregation who have been in military service
in past years.
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Night of Promise
Wednesday, October 27th
UrbanPromise’s annual banquet, an inspiring
evening showcasing their mission, will be held at
the Scottish Rite Auditorium in Collingswood on
Wednesday, October 27th at 7:00 PM.

They are excited to welcome guests in-person to
celebrate all that has happened at UrbanPromise
during COVID. It’s been challenging, but it has
been fruitful too. They will be doing things a little
differently this year, so read below to see what’s in
store and how to register for the extra special
night! There will not be a meal this year, but
guests will be invited directly into the performance.
For everyone’s safety, social distancing will be
observed in the theater and guests will be seated
either with their host or given an assigned seat.
Please note the following important details:
• Mask requirements and occupancy limits will be
determined by state and local policy guidelines
on the night of the event.
• If COVID guidelines limit the number of guests
we can host, some guests may be called and
informed that they cannot honor the ticket, and a
refund will be granted if requested.
• If restrictions require that they cancel the event
in its entirety (praying this won’t happen!), they
will pivot to an online event hosted by
UrbanPromise students.
Come and hear about the kids' experiences over
the last year and be inspired by their progress and
resilience. Registration and ticket info can be found
at http://urbanpromiseusa.org/banquet.

Thursday, November 4, 2021
7:00 - 8:00 PM
Featuring a livestream and auc on with
special guest appearances!
Online Auc on opens for bids October 28th
Register now to receive alerts and updates:
visit ckharvest2021.givesmart.com or
text ckharvest2021 to 76278.

Cathedral Kitchen’s mission is to help people out of
food insecurity and champion their pursuit of
stability and prosperity.
With questions or to donate an auction prize, please call
856-964-6771 or email harvest@cathedralkitchen.org.

ti

ti
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Mission
Teens
Update
Special Testimony
I H O C Mon
t h ly New s
UPDATE

Ankil Patel grew up in a financially blessed
household in Alabama and graduated
a IX
degree
Volumewith
VI, Issue
IHOC’s
Virtual Annual Dinner
in finance from Auburn University on a full athletic
The last
few months After
have been
challenging
for IHOC.
Just when
scholarship.
a difficult
childhood
(emotionally),
IHOC had hoped
we thought
we could
hold an
in- person
annual dinner
this year,
he began
selling
drugs
in college
and eventually
to be able to hold
the Delta
variant
arrived
and caused
us to
rethink our
ended
upofinCovid
his 19
first
rehab.
A true
blessing,
this
an in-person
plans. straightened
So, instead of anhim
in-person
dinner,
we
will
once
again
be
out long enough to keep his
annual dinner this
holdingscholarship
a virtual event.
Virtual Annual Dinner” will
andIHOC’s
finish 2021”
his degree.
year, but the Delta
kick off at 9:00 am October 25th and will last until 7:00 pm OctoAfter years of intermittent drug use and quitting
variant of Covid-19
ber 30th. Just like last year’s event, this virtual dinner will be held
a
well-paying
job due to anger problems, Ankil
arrived and caused
online and will begin with photos of and messages from particiturned
to
dealing
and guns again. This time,
them to rethink their
instead
an in- Housing programs and will drugs
pantsplans.
in ourSo,
Network
and of
Transitional
feature a basket and a silent auction.
he
landed
nine
drug
and
violence
felony
charges.
person dinner, theyRegistration
will oncewillagain
be freebeso holding
there will anot be a commitment on your part unless and until
you decide
to bid
Thankfully,
God blessed
bythe
placing
Volume
VI,and
Issue
on a featured
Stay tuned
for further information
forIXa preview
of some him
of theagain
items in
aucvirtual event. IHOC’s
2021item.
”Virtual
Annual
him at the Mission Teens center in Northport, AL
Dinner” will kick tions.
off at 9:00 am October 25th
The7:00
last pm
few October
months have
for
IHOC.ofJust
when him to prison. According to Ankil,
instead
sending
and will last until
30th.been
Justchallenging
like
PLEASE CONTACT ME IF YOU HAVE ANY ITEMS OR GIFT CARDS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
“I thank
daily for His plan for my life and for
we this
thought
we could
hold
anbe
in- held
person annual
dinner God
this year,
last year’s event,
virtual
dinner
will
DONATE. I WILL BE DELIGHTED TO PICK THEM UP.
changing
the
desires
of my heart from chasing
the
Delta
variant
of
Covid
19
arrived
and
caused
us
to
rethink
our
completely online and and will feature a basket
wealth
to
chasing
godliness
and the gifts of the Holy
plans. auction.
So, instead
of an
dinner, we will once again be
auction and a silent
They
willin-person
begin with
Praise God
holding a virtual
IHOC’sin2021”
Annual Dinner”
will that Ankil successfully graduated
photos of and messages
from event.
participants
theirVirtual Spirit.”
the
program
last
month.
Network and Transitional
Housing
programs
as
well.
kick off at 9:00 am October 25th and will last until 7:00 pm OctoFor will
more
information about Mission Teens and
Registration will ber
be free
is no
commitment
30th.so
Justthere
like last
year’s
event, this virtual dinner
be held
the lives
they
change, go to missionteens.com or
on a participant’sonline
part unless
decide
bid onof aand messages
and willyou
begin
with to
photos
from
particicontact
Pat
Masi.
featured
item.
Check
their
website
for
further
Network and Transitional Housing programs and will feature a basket and a silent auction.
information
and
preview of some
of part
the unless
items and until you decide to bid
ll be free
so there will
notfor
be aa commitment
on your
Boscov’s Discount Day is Back!
in the
auctions.
tem. Stay
tuned
for further information and for a preview of some of the items in the auc(www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/)
Please contact our office at FPCHH if you have any
TACT ME IF YOU HAVE ANY ITEMS OR GIFT CARDS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
items or gift cards that you’d like to donate toward
ILL BE DELIGHTED TO PICK THEM UP.
the auctions.

2021

I H O C Mon th ly New s

Wednesday,
October 20

Unfortunately, nature was not cooperating with our plans either. As you may know we had
scheduled an outdoor picnic for IHOC program participants and volunteers for Sunday August 29th and were looking forward to seeing over 25 people at our new Transitional House
located at 102 Chapel Avenue.Don’t
Sadly,forget
we decided
cancel
the event
due to for
uncertain
to gettoyour
discount
coupons
weather conditions. The good news is that prior to the scheduled picnic Sonya was able to
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends discount
reach and touch base with over 25 of the men who have participated in our programs. We plan to share
TheNewsletter.
event is IN-STORE ONLY (not
some of the news she learned from talking to shopping
them in ourday!
October

Page 1

online) on Wednesday, October 20, from 8am 11pm and coupon holders get 25% off their lowest
sale prices. This is a great time to do some early
Christmas shopping and help Mission Teens.
Pat Masi has the 25% discount flyers. They are
$5.00 each, all of which goes to Mission Teens! Visit
www.boscovs.com/friendshelpingfriends for details.

Unfortunately, nature was not cooperating with our plans either. As you may know we had
scheduled an outdoor picnic for IHOC program participants and volunteers for Sunday August 29th and were looking forward to seeing over 25 people at our new Transitional House
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Notes of thanks
from
Our Friends
Dear Church Fam ily,
,
We want to thank everyone for their kind
and
heartfelt messages, ema ils, meals, calls
cards aga in
beautiful cards. I continue to read the
this
as they give me hope and peace through
difficult time.
s.
We are overwhelmed with your kindnes
Blessings to all,
The Kent and Bla ir Fam ilies

Supermarket Gift Card Program

Shop for
Don’t forget that our supermarket gift card
program supporting IHOC is ongoing
throughout the year! Many non-profits have had
to cancel fundraising events due to the pandemic,
but their needs are still great. IHOC is no different,
and they continue to receive profits from the sale of
Acme and ShopRite gift cards. If you shop at either
of these stores, please consider purchasing gift
cards (in $25 or $50 increments) to use for
yourself, friends, neighbors, or relatives. The gift
cards do not cost you any extra money, and IHOC
receives 3% from these stores with each purchase.
Please contact Cheryl Hauske at 856-546-6101 to
purchase the gift cards directly from her so that
IHOC can receive the 3% profit.

You can use the same Zoom link, Meeting ID,
& password to join any of our Zoom meetings.
Copy and paste this URL in your browser:
https://zoom.us/j/9949015275?
pwd=OGt4SGZvUnhvdjlPUUFkRVZPZ1k4UT09
Meeting ID: 994 901 5275
Password: FPCHH
Sunday Worship Service
Our Sunday Worship services
are streamed on Facebook Live
every week at 10:00am.
https://www.facebook.com/fpchaddonheights

November
Newsletter
Submissions

Due October 20th
Don’t forget to submit your articles,
pictures, and upcoming events by
Wednesday, October 20th for the
November Newsletter.

Online JOYS and Concerns of FPC
Join our Facebook Group called
Online JOYS and CONCERNS of
First Presbyterian Church to
interact with your fellow church
members, request prayers, or
announce joyful praise. Use this
URL to find the page and request
to join the group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/232637437886538/
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October Birthdays
Kate Russo ..................1st
Joe Wilk ....................3rd
Lisa Rapp ...................3rd
Aidan Dromgoole .........3rd
Madelynne Dromgoole ...3rd
Sylvia Hearne ..............5th
Alice Borden ...............8th
Grace Borden ..............8th
Mark Zimmerman .......10th
Michael Sabolcik.........12th
Emily Hirt .................12th
Pete Johnson ............14th
Owen Blair ................14th
Margie Wendler ..........15th
Fred Heuser ..............15th
Kyle Hauske ..............16th

Annie Rottina ..........17th
Tom Clarke .............18th
Diane Gallagher .......18th
Polly Mitchell ..........19th
Gloria Swiecicki ........21st
Jeff Hudson ............22nd
Samantha Trout .......22nd
Stace Schoettler .......24th
Donna Duca .............25th
Brian Spina .............27th
Patrick Cronin ..........27th
Stephanie Hirt .........27th
Justin Colantonio......27th
Mike Bozek .............28th
Bonnie Cole.............29th
Jenni Robinson ........29th
Hal Wyckoff.............30th
Larissa Whitman .......30th
Melanie Diven ..........30th
Jonathan Kent .........30th
James Dromgoole, IV .30th
Brian Zobel..............31st
Vincent Collotti Jr .....31st

October Anniversaries

Bill and Karen Reeves ............5th
Ed and Terri Trout ...............20th
Fred and Lorrie Heuser .........29th
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MEETINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday, October 6th
-Vital Vigils, 7:00pm on Zoom

WORSHIP & ONGOING PROGRAMS

Sunday, October 10th
-2 Cents A Meal Collection, during Worship

Sundays throughout October

Wednesday, October 13th
-Session Meeting, 7:00pm

-Worship on Facebook Live, 10:00am
-In-Person Worship, 10:00am
-Children’s Sunday School
(after the Children’s Message)

Wednesdays throughout October
-Adult Bible Study, 11:00am on Zoom

Tuesday, October 19th
-Friendship Circle, 9:30am, in the Parlor
Wednesday, October 20th
-November Newsletter Articles Due
Sunday, October 24th
-Peace & Global Witness Offering
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